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THE PREFACE. 
HE following pages, enti tled, A Syſtem 


of Chriſtian Theology, are compoſed, or 
rather compiled, by the information and in- 
Aructi on T received from various authors, as 


wall antient as modern. The method I took , 


in the work was, by peruſing carefully ſeveral 
books which contained diſcourſes of the ſubjects 


T was about to treat of; and after comparing. 


their opinions with the articles of the Church, 


and confidering and digeſting them in my own 
mind, 1 then wrote down my ſentiments and 


: reflects ons thereon in the manner they now are. 
In imitation of the holy fathers and others, I 


| have concluded moſt of the fubje els with an ex- 


bortation or application. LS x 


Among the antients I chiefly conſulted Juſtin 


Martyr, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, St. Cyri . 
. Jerom, St. Auguſtin, of Chryſe em, Se. 


and among later writers Hieronymus, Zan- 


cCbius, Bellarmin, Phillipi a” Limborch, F. 


i N Sc. Among thoſe of our own nation, 
* Dr. Sherlock, Pearfon on the 
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(iv) 
Creed, Biſhop Wilkins, Stilling fleet's Origines 


Sacra, Dr. Barrow, Dr. Bently, Dr. 


Williams, Parſons's Directory by Stanhope, Sc. 


In this undertaking I have not ai ned at 


ſublimity of language, being well aware of ny 


own inability ; nor was it my wiſh had J even 


been equalto the attempt; as I deſigned this book 
principally for ſuch of the laity who have not 
be opportunity of reading larger and better 


tracts of divinity; and who perhaps may often 
hear the ſacred truths of religion (in the belief” 


and prattice of which they hope for ſalvation) 

called in queſtion or ridiculed ; and not having 
that particular point fat rly and clearly ex- 

plained, their faith 1s ſhaken, and they diſ 


qualified. For this reaſon, therefore, I have 
undertaken this work, and have attempted to 


Handle ſome even controverted points of the 
preſent day. Moſt of the ſenti ments herein de- 
livered are the inflruftic ons and doftrines of 
thoſe pious worthies, who, for their learning. 
and probity, were fliled the fathers of the 


Church, and who living near the apoſtolic age = 


are-more likely to underſtand the true meaning 


of ſeveral parts of religi on, than We who think. 


ourſelves mm 
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CHAPTER-q1 
Of Natural Religion. 


\ ELIGION or divine worſhip has been 
in every age, and ſtill continues to be, 


the primary concern and principal medita- 


tion of the wiſe and conſiderate : impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of gratitude and praiſe for the 
bleſſings they enjoy, and anxious for their 


future welfare, they eſteem all other things 


to be only of a ſecondary and. ſubordinate 
importance. 13 | 


Many and very dr 1 been the 
ways invented by mankind for the diſcharge 
of this duty; and theſe not only among the 


unenlightened, where nature was their on 
guide, but even amongſt the happier na- 


tions who are bleſſed with the revealed will 
of God. The various and whimſical cere- 
| monies adapted by the Gentiles, are very 
a of their ignorance of God; and 
even 


90 
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even the modes of worſhip brasil by the 
wiſer heathens or philoſophers, plainly de- 
clare the deficiency of their knowledge in 
divine things. Although they were extolled, 

and that juſtly, for their morality and 
the management of civil affairs; for the 
rules eſtabliſned by thoſe ſtrict obſervers of 
honour and integrity, will always be proper 


examples of imitation; yet their religious 


inſtitutions bear no reſemblance to their re- 
nowned wiſdom and dexterity in planning 
wholeſome laws of temporal government. 
This obſervation convinces us how utterly 
at a loſs mankind are to diſcharge that ho- 
mage and adoration to the Deity they deem 


ſo incumbent. The rites and ceremonies | 


of religion performed and obſerved by all 


countries, previous to their knowledge of 


revelation, plainly indicate their earneſtneſs 


of devotion : and the ſuperb and beautiful | 


temples dedicated to their imaginary Gods, 
ſhew them to be impreſſed with notions 


ſuitable to the majeſty and excellence of the 
Supreme Being. 


Is it at all wonderful chat mankind of their 
own accord ſhould be led to give praiſe 
and adoration, when they contemplate the 
mighty works of the viſible creation, and 
obſerve the beauteous order of nature? 
From a proper obſervation of ſuch things 
as ſtr ike the outward ſenſes, they are in- 


duced 
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induced to turn them inwardly, and reflect 


upon themſelves, or their own being: in 
which act they infer that they were not 


placed in this world to do their own plea- 
ſure, but were fent here for ſome higher 


purpoſe. Vet it is only the more ſerious 


and wiſer part of mankind that were excited 


to religious inventions of worſhip, from 


the knowledge they attained by obſervation 


and experience, or by reaſon and argument; 


deducing effects from their proper cauſes, 


or finding out the cauſe by its effects. And 
it is aſtoniſhing to find in the writings of 
the wiſer heathens, their knowledge of the 
immortality of the ſoul: this notion muſt 
proceed either from natural inſtinct, or from 
arguments drawn from reaſoning, and ſe- 
rious conſideration. For people in every 
age, whoſe underſtandings are darkened by 
attending wholly to the concerns of this 
world, can have but an imperfect diſcern- 
ment of divine things. But indeed ſo much 
is the ſubject above human reach, that the 
wiſeſt philoſophers with all reaſoning ſtill 


remained unſatisfied. They knew not how, 


or which way, they were to prepare their 
ſouls for immortality. Unaided by revela- 
tion, they only found themſelves the more 


miſerable, the farther their reſearches ex- 
tended. One of the greateſt of theſe at his 


85 death expreſſed himſelf thus: In doubts have 
F I lived 


Go 


I lived, and in more anguiſh do I die, whither 


I ſhall go I know not; therefore thou Being 
of Beings, have mercy on me. Such was the 


confeſſion of the great Ariſtotle. 


That which concerns God, and heaven, 
and heavenly things, was of too ſublime a 
nature to be clearly comprehended by unin- 

ſtructed man, in his natural ſtate. But if 
the Gentiles could not reſt ſatisfied or eaſy 

in the neglect of religious worſhip, a duty 
which they deemed their primary concern; 
and were zealous in the performance of 
rites which nature prompted them to pay: 
much more earneſt ought Chriſtians to be 
in the duties of praiſe and adoration; being 
directed thereto by the expreſs revealed will 
of God; and even in that guided by a clearer 
light than ever was manifeſted in former 


revelations. 


There are ſome things which may be 
known by the light of nature, without tge 

help of revelation: of this kind is the now- 

ledge of God, viſible to the ſenſes of man by 


the works of creation and providence ; and 


from his own inward conſciouſneſs he deems 
religious worſhip abſolutely expedient and 

neceſſary: but in what manner he ſhould 
perform it, ſo as to be acceptable to tage 
Deity, is impoſſible to be known by the light 

of nature, without the help of a” ol 
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Of the immortality of the foul he had an 
imperfect diſcernment, but then it was ſee- 

ing through a glaſs darkly: whereas that is 
only made certain and evident by the incar- 
nation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
| aboliſhed death, and brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the goſpel. _ 
Thus mankind by the light of natural 


religion only wandered in error and uncer- 


tainty, deſtitute of the chiefeſt happineſs 
and greateſt good; as being ignorant of the 
will of God, and of the heavenly life. In 
this ſtate the greateſt pleaſures the world 
afforded, yielded but ſmall enjoyment; 
though in full poſſeſſion of all the conve- 
mences and even the luxuries of life; yet 
the want of this ſpiritual knowledge, and 
the thought that the continuance of his be- 
ing hung in doubt before him, was a great 
allay to the higheſt epicurean ſplendor, and 
in a manner ſubverſive of all terreſtrial de- 
lights. Is it poſſible that any one endowed 
with the powers of reaſoning can reſt ſatis- 
tied and eaſy in the neglect and omiſſion of 
divine worſhip, even if he was not directed 
thereto by revelation? Can he partake of 
the bounties of nature, receive the good 
things of this life, enjoy the pleaſing viciſ- 


ſitudes of the ſeaſons, perceive the order of ORE 


nature under the management of an infinite 
power, himſelf ſhielded and defended bß 
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the ſame inviſible providence from manifeſt 
hazards and dangers? can any conſiderate 
_ perſon reconcile himſelf, and remain happy 
and quiet without making a return of 
_ praiſe and thankſgiving ? No, thoſe who 
receive the favours of heaven unmindful 
and regardleſs of them, are ſuch as the Pro- 
phet complains of, who conſider not. 


Many confidently aſſert, that mankind are 
b nature inclined to wor hip and adoration, 
from this obſervation ; that no country or 
people whatever, whether of antient or mo 
dern diſcoveries, were found deſtitute of di- 
vine adoration : none but by ſome outward 


emblems ſhewed their propenſity to this 


duty. Add to this the ſenſe which all have 
who think ſeriouſly of the expediency of 
this duty; even were they not directed 
_ thereto by revelation: and this opinion more 
or leſs predominates according to men's ca- 
pacities and diſpoſitions. It is but ſeldom 
ſeen that laſting happineſs accompanies a a 
life neglectful of religion ; for when the 
mind is wearied out with the emptineſs and 
vanity of worldly pleaſures, it 1s then de- 
firous to be fixed upon ſome joys that are 
more ſubſtantial and refined; it grieves for 
the time waſted in ſenſual delights, unmind- 
ful of the buſineſs for the diſcharge of which 
he finds himſelf endowed with ſuitable fa- 
culties. If this uneaſineſs was the conſe- 
„ | quence 


— 
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quence of ſpiritual negligence in an un- 
enlightened ſtate; the reflections of con- 


ſcience muſt be much more diſtreſsful to 


thoſe who are guilty of the ſame under the 
goſpel diſpenſation, whereby ſo great a por- 
tion of divine light is afforded. Where this 


duty is urged upon mankind not only by 
nature, but by the revelation of the Deity 


himſelf; and wherein he has given directions 
for the right performance of it; then the diſ- 
charge thereof becomes doubly incumbent. 


This is the caſe of us Chriſtians; for we 


are aſſured of a Supreme Being from what 
we ſee in the viſible world; and from the 


works of creation and providence we infer 


the obligation of religion. And theſe no- 
tions which naturally reſult from reflection, 
dc re made certain by revel ation. 
Therefore, ſince Almighty God has ma- 
nifeſted himſelf to mankindg and vouch- 


ſafed to declare the terms upon which we 


are to be accepted or rejected at the laſt day; 
let us be diligent and careful to read and 
underſtand thoſe ſcriptures which contain 

the doctrines of ſalvation. „„ 
The affair about which every ſerious and 
thinking perſon is anxiouſlyinquilitive, is 

that of life eternal: confider, therefore, 
how much future Happineſs exceeds all that 
this life has to offer: how greatly it will 


recompence 
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recompence all the pains, the care, and 
caution of the ſtricteſt enquirer: how un- 
conceivable and unſullied are the joys pro- 
miſed to obedience; and we ſhall think no 
pains or ſtudy too great on our parts, in 
order to be fully ſatisfied how we are to 
conduct ourſelves ſo as to obtain bliſs and 
happineſs in the future life. It behoves 
every one that profeſſes Chriſtianity, and 
wiſhes to,enjoy the ſerene pleaſures of a 
pious life, and to inherit the gracious pro- 
miſes annexed to that profeſſion, diligently. 


to peruſe and comprehend the conditions 


upon which they are propoſed, and to be 
careful to underſtand the whole goſpel co- 
venant. And this knowledge is to be ac- 
quired by a regular attendance on the ſervice 
of God: for now and then hearing a ſermon 
as it were by chance, does not anſwer the 
end to edify and inſtruct; or at leaſt in that 
way which every conſiderate perſon wiſhes 
to be inſtructed. Having ſo many helps and 
encouragements to ſearch and ſeek after 
future happineſs, let us not faint or grow 
"remiſs in that progreſs which hereafter will 
abundantly recompence our labour. Let 
us ſtudy the word of God with aſſiduity and 
diligence ; not careleſsly or negligently, but 
after ſuch a manner as the importance of 


the ſubject demands; and let us proceed 


with chearfulneſs and vigour in the concern 
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grace, may We be able to ſolve every ſeem- 
ing difficulty that obſtructs our proficiency 
therein. Let us ſeriouſly call to mind the 


ſolemn things that will ſhortly be pre- 


ſented to our view; that whenever the awful 


time arrives, we may give up our accounts 
with joy, and receive the reward which 
God has pans to them mae ſerve and 


__ him. 
CHAPTER I. 
& the certainty f God's 5 exiſtence. 


8 a  Cight obſervance and contempla- 


tion of the things in this viſible 
world ſufficiently proves the being of God; 


and as there are but few either hardy enough 5 
br ſo deſtitute of reaſon as to deny it; there 
is therefore but little occaſion to ſay much 
concerning a truth univerſally acknow- 
ledged: and what 1s here offered from reaſon 
and ſcripture is more by way of reminding 


than convincing. 


I if. In: the rath . iſt verſe, the - 
Pſalmiſt ee The fool hath ſaid in his 


Heart, there is no God. And ſurely if a 


5 perſon | 18 capable of obſervation and reflec- 
tion 5 


of futurity; and, by the help of God's 


rr —  — —_ — = 
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tion, he muſt, in the outward frame of tlie 
world, ſee evident marks of a Supreme 


Being diſplayed. 
This belief, which is the foundation of 
| all religion, does not, like ſome obſtruſe 
| 5 points, require deep and intenſe application 


to convince and ſatisfy; for we are aſſured 
and reminded of it every hour of our lives; 
and ſometimes in an extraordinary manner 
by tremendous occurrences of nature. How 
can we do otherwiſe than confeſs and ac- 
knowledge the exiſtence of God, when we 
conſtantly experience the vieiſſitude and 
change of day and night, winter and ſum- 
mer, ſpring- time and harveſt ? or when we 
contemplate the riſing and ſetting of the fun, 
moon, and ſtars ; theſe ſignify unto ns, not 
only that God is, but likewiſe his power 
and wiſdom. The Pſalmiſt confeſſes this 
in the 19th Pſalm : The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament ſheweth 
his handy work. And the wiſe Cicero in 
_ conſidering theſe things, exclaimed, What 
can be ſo clear and perſpicuous, when we 
view the heavens and contemplate things 


I celeſtial, as that there is a Deity of great 
Perfection by which they are governed and 

N JJ = 
| Ĩ) he beauty, elegance, and uniformity of 

* the ſkies, are particularly inſtructive of it's 


powerful 


a At 
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knoweth right well. ** 
Wee are ſituated in the midſt of fo many 
and manifeſt evidences of this truth, that it 
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powerful Architect. It is God who com- 

mands the ſun to run his courſe, and the 

moon to perform her ſeveral revolutions 
round the world; who cauſes the clouds to 


down the rain, and the earth to pro- 


duce it's fruits for the uſe and ſervice of 
The animal and vegetable creation yield 
manifeſt atteſtations of the Creator's exiſt- 
ence, his power, and goodneſs; nay, we 


need go no farther than ourſelves for proof 


of a Deity. Wherefore the Pſalmiſt cried 
out, I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 


marvellous are thy works, and that my foul _ 


is impoſſible we can be void of this belief, 


which is the foundation of religion, viz. 


| 2dly. Let us conſider what the holy ſcrip- | 


| tures teach concerning this 

When Moſes wrote his hiſtory of the 
creation, he did not pretend this particular; 
becauſe they did not in the leaſt doubt of 


God's exiſtence, having heard his voice in 


a tremendous ſtorm of thunder and light- 
ning, in the delivery of their law, at Mount 
Sinai. Moreover having the account of the _ 
flood, the preſervation of Noah and his fa- 


C milly 
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mily in the ark; and the deſtruction of So- 
dom and Gomorrhah, which happened but 
a few years before, and were delivered down 
to them by tradition. Indeed the Jews ex- 
perienced ſo many miracles, and were fa- 
voured with ſo many mercies of God; being 
more particularly under his guidance and 
protection, that they could not be other- 
wiſe than always fully poſſeſſed with a belief 


of his being. But I will forbear, at this 


time, to ſay more in confirmation of a truth 


univerſally allowed. Let us conſider how 


much the belief of God's exiſtence ſhould 
influence our words and actions, and make 
us attentive and careful to do that which is 
pleaſing in his fight. If we are aſſured that 
there is a God who made us, and ſtill pre- 
ſerves and governs us, let us not offend him 


buy wantonly taking his name in vain, and 


in a haughty, fooliſh manner, invoking the 
dreadful Majeſty of heaven and earth: a 
crime often committed by the unthinking 
and the vulgar ; the magnitude of which I 
have deſcribed in another place. Fe 
Be aſſured, in the mean time, that God 
will not be mocked; for he both hears. and 
ſees all we jay and do; no privacy or retire= _ 
ment can exclude him who knows all things, 


even our very thoughts and intentions. 


3 Remember that a contempt of the laws 
God has given to man, will be extremely 
1 dangerous; 


1 


dangerous; they are for the rule and guide de | 
of our lives ; and to which let us be con- 


formable. 


© H AP T E R III. 
Of the Ho Seri Prures, 


and reaſon we come to the know- 


ledge of God, yet we have need of ſuper- 
—_ aſſiſtance to direct us in the diſ= 
charge of our duty towards him. We are 
no ſooner convinced of God's exiſtence, 
than we begin to be anxious to act and "a 
mean ourſelves ſo as to pleaſe him; and are 
deſirous to know what is his will, what 
conduct will. recommend us to his favour, 
and what will render us objects of his diſ- 
pleaſure. By a little reflection on the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of God, we may perceive 


that he created mankind for ſome greater 


end than the felicity of the preſent. life: 

that he had ſome nobler purpoſes in 
view, when he gave us our being: that 

he deſigned us for a happier ſtate, and 
created us to be immortal. Impreſſed wit 


this idea, we find ourſelves concerned to ob- 


0 tain the En of the diſpoſer of our 


C2 fate. 
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fate, And in this reſpect we are not left to 


wander in ignorance and uncertainty : God 


has clearly revealed his will to us, and de- 
clared the duties and laws we are to obſerve 
and practiſe, for our good here and here- 
after. This rule of duty and adoration 1s 
contained in the ſcriptures of the old and 
new teſtament; and the excellent morality, 
and the ſound inſtitutes of religion, beſpeak 
them to be of divine original. Why ſhould 
any doubt that the ſcriptures were written 
by the inſpiration of God, ſeeing he cer- 
tainly has a right and power to make what 
revelations of himſelf he pleaſes ? Is it dif- 
ficult for the Creator to reveal his will to 


his creatures, when one creature can declare 


his will to another? The ſcriptures, every 

impartial perſon muſt confeſs, contain many 

_ uſeful precepts and examples; the obſervance 
whereof has always been found to be pro- 


ductive of the peace and welfare of focieties: 
they are entirely conſiſtent with reaſon, and 
agreeable to the notions we naturally form 
of the Deity. The Bible is acknowledged 
to be the oldeſt hiſtory in the world: it's 


very antiquity therefore merits veneration, 
That form of worſhip which God pre- 
ſcribed the choſen people, was ſolemn and 

ſplendid; abounding with many and mag- 


| nificent rites and ceremonies, neceſſary for 
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with, and done away by the Son of Man, 
the Saviour of the world ; who, by his ap- 
pearance in the fleſh, fulfilled all that was 
foretold of him in the law and the prophets, 
and gave a merciful and gracious E that 
was not only to concern the Jews, but the 


whole world; for our Lord came to be 


a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be 
the glory of his people Iſrael. 
The ſalvation of our ſouls may now be 
obtained upon moſt eaſy terms, by that co- 
venant which our Lord purchaſed with his 
blood; the condition of which we have 
faithfully marked down to us in the goſpel; 
where, beſides our duty to God, we are 
ſtrictly exhorted to obſerve mutual love and 
_ affection one to another: in ſhort, in this 
laſt overture of grace, we are taught the 
fineſt morality that can. be obſerved or 


Let us remember that now we cannot 


plead ignorance; and we are informed of 


the conſequence, if we know our maſter's 
will, and do it not. Better had it been for 
us not to have known the way of righteouſ- 

neſs, than, after we have known it, to turn 


from the holy commandment delivered unto 
us. Let us be diligent in making the pro- 
per uſe of that divine light which illumi- 


nmates the mind, that ſo it's wholeſome 
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inſtructions may outwardly appear in a 
virtuous life. 5 


CHAPTER W. 
of the Reſurrection. 


To article of the Chriſtian faith was 


believed with greater reluctance, or 
more puzzled the minds of thoſe who 


truſted to their own reaſoning, than this of 
the reſurrection from the dead. Some 

thought it not only impoſſible, but the very 
notion of it altogether ridiculous. Thus 


wuõass St. Paul's diſcourſe about this point 


entertained at Athens, as related in the 1711 
Chapter of Acts. Hearing the reſurrection 


of the dead, ſome of them mocked; others 
ſaid, we will hear thee again of this matter. 


But no good argument can be advanced, why _ 


this ſhould be deemed a thing impoſſible to 


God, or improbable and inconſiſtent with : 
reaſon. Why ſhould it be thought more - 


difficult for God to raiſe and quicken a dead 


body, than at firſt to create it from the duſt 
of the ground, and to inſpire it with a living 
foul? or why ſhould he not as eaſily perform 
this, as from ſeed ſown in the ground, 
and there corrupted, to cauſe ſuch beautiful 


plants 
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plants to ſpring forth ? certainly he who 
produces ſuch wonderful changes and revo- 
lutions in the natural world, can as eaſily 


effect a reſurrection of the body. 


In the beginning of Chriſtianity, although 


” ſome abſolutely denied it, as the Sadducees, 


yet various opinions ſubfiſted concerning it: 


for certain interpreted the reſurrection to be 
ſpiritual, by which we are to riſe from the 
death of fin unto a life of righteouſneſs and 
| holineſs. And they were perſuaded of this, 
from the 6th of St. Paul's epiſtle to the Ro- 


mans, verſe 4, 5. Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptiſm into death, that, like 

as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould 


| walk in newneſs of life. And in the 5th of 
Epheſians, verſe 14. Wherefore he faith, 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 


the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. 


Of this ſort ſeemed to Hymenæus and Phi- 
letus, who aſſerted that the reſurrection was 
already paſt : of whom the Apoſtle writes, 


< Timothy, 2 chap. 18 verſe: Who con- 


cerning the truth have erred, ſaying, that 


the reſurrection is paſt already. Many 
thought that, by this doctrine, no more 
was to be underſtood, than the being raiſed 


from a ſtate of darkneſs and ignorance by 
the illuminating precepts of the goſpel, and 
being directed thereby in the way to eternal 
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and immortal bliſs and glory. And, accord- 
ing to this error, they placed eternal life in 
that tranquillity of the mind which ariſes 
from the exerciſe of virtue : and they called 
it eternal, becauſe it is a happineſs of which 
nothing can deprive us. It muſt be confeſſed 
that there is mentign made of a ſpiritual re- 
ſurrection : but this is preſcribed us that we 
may be partakers of the true and cor- 
poral one. „ 
When a reſurrection is declared to us, and 


that in future, no other can be underſtood 


than the real and true; which is to be the 


reward of our obedience, or the puniſhment 


of our neglect. And this appears from the 
circumſtances of the reſurrection related by 
St. Paul: We ſhall all be changed in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
laſt trump; for the trumpet ſhall ſound, 
and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, 
and we ſhall be changed: by which he 
means, that ſome ſhall be found alive on 
that day, and that the already dead ſhall be 
ſuddenly called forth. Therefore a reſur- 
rection from ſin, cannot be a reſurrection _ 
of the juſt and unjuſt. If we are to expect 
nothing beyond the enjoyments of this life, 


then are we of all men moſt miſerable. 


We are aſſured in the ſcriptures, that the 
ttrue reſurrection is that which is future and 

eternal in the laſt day; when God by his 
ws . almighty 
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almighty power will raiſe mankind from 


their graves, and re-animatetheir mouldered 
duſt, by again uniting their bodies to their 


fouls ; which, as it were, he hath reſerved 


for that day. | 
The truth of this reſurrection may be ga- 
thered from hence: 1ſt. Although, in the 
old teſtament, it was more obſcurely de- 
clared, yet God had given ſome tokens and 
intimations that men were deſigned for im- 
mortality; that, by a proper attention, a 
reſnrrection might be inferred from the 


hteral ſenſe of ſeveral texts. Thus from 


the words of God himſelf, long after the 
death of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. I 
am the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, 
and the God of Jacob. Our Lord, by a 
molt plain and irreſiſtable argument, clearly 
proves that theſe will riſe again: becauſe 
that God 1s not the God of the dead, but 
of the Wing. 5 . 
Among the many inſtances that indicate 


a reſurrection, we may obſerve the follow- 


ing: Jonas, who had been three days and 
three nights in the whale's belly, came forth 
thence as it were from his tomb: the re- 
ſtoring to life the ſon of the widow of Za- 
rephath, by Elijah; the fon of the Shuna- | 
mite, by Eliſha; and the miraculous in- 
ſpiring with life the dead bones, as men- 
tioned by Ezekiel, chap. 37. Theſe may 
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be conſidered as indications of a reſurrection; 
to which this prophecy of Daniel may be 
added, ſo very expreſſive of that future 
event: Many that ſleep in the duſt of the 
earth, ſhall hear his voice and come forth, 
ſome to life eternal, and ſome to ſhame and 
contempt. From hence it is evident, that 
God is not only able, but alſo that it is his 
will, to raiſe men up at the laſt day. But 
the reſurrection of the dead is moſt plainly 
confirmed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
| hath deſtroyed death, and brought life and 
immortality to light through the goſpel. In 
that divine covenant which our Lord pur- 
_ chaſed by his ſufferings, a promiſe of a re- 
ſurrection is annexed ; as a proof whereof, 
our Saviour himſelf was il up the third 
day, by the power of the Father; and is, by 
the Apoſtle, in the 15th of Corinthians, 
ſtyled, the firſt fruits of them that ſlept. 
In which whole chapter the a png proves 


our reſurrection, from that of our Lord's; 


teaching us, that if we believe Chriſt to have 

_ riſen, we ought alſo to believe that we our- 
ſelves ſhall riſe again. „%% 
To make us more certain in this parti- 


cular, our Lord was pleaſed to ſhew him- _ 


ſelf alive after his crucifixion; and gave 


the fulleſt aſſurance that he was the ſame 


perſon, and the ſame body, which they be- 
eld a few days before faſtened to the croſs; 
OM WERE SY 
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but was now become the firſt fruits of tlie 
reſurrection. 


This event is to be el all are ſub- 


ject to death, and to a reſurrection: for it 
is appointed unto all men once to die, but 
after death, the judgment. Which laſt 


circumſtance is the immediate conſequence 


of the reſurrection, and will fix the doom 


both of the juſt and the unjuſt; accord- 


ing to St. John: For behold the hour 


cometh when all that are in their graves 
ſhall hear his voice and come forth; they 
that have done good, to the reſurrection of 


lite; and they that have done evil, to the 
reſurrection of damnation. From theſe 

| words we are taught, that the reſurrection 
hath reſpect unto the body, as well as the 
| ſoul: for what elſe but the body, which 
was laid in the grave, can be ſuppoſed to 
come forth at the call of Chriſt; the ſoul 

being adjudged to an intermediate ſtate, 


until it's re-union with the body at the laſt 
day; when both will receive their full con- 


ſummation of happineſs or miſery. Let us, 


therefore, be careful to make a proper uſe 


of this part of divine revelation; and in 
onder to this, and to make it beneficial to : 
our ſalvation, we muſt not entertain any no- 
tions of it, than only ſuch as are ſcriptural. 


Let us not be miſtaken in this principal 


part of religion, by harbouring an opinion 
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that nothing further is meant, than a con- 
verſion from a life of wickedneſs and ſin, 
to piety and holineſs: and that we are to 
enjoy peace and tranquillity in this world, 
from a conſcientious diſcharge of our duty: 
or that the reſurrection has reſpect only to 
the ſpirit : for the holy ſcriptures are very 
expreſſive of this particular, v1z. that our 
bodies are to be raiſed glorious and immor- 
tal, and re- united to our ſouls to all eter- 
nity: therefore it behoves us ſo to act that 
we may preſent ourſelves unto God, a holy 
and lively facrifice, acceptable unto him ; 
that we may be accounted worthy of a 
happy reſurrection. For if the ſpirit of 
him that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwell. 
in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies, 
by his ſpirit that dwelleth in you. 
A proper meditation on this ſubject, will 
enable us to bear every adverſity of life with 


_ fortitude, and even death itſelf: and will 


be ſerviceable in promoting and augmenting 
our happineſs, knowing, that after the ex- 
piration of this ſhort life, if we are ſtedfaſt 
in the faith, we ſhall enter upon a glorious. 
eternity. For although death diſſolves the 
cloſe union between ſoul and body, yet a 
Chriſtian looks upon that event as a f 
rather than death ; that notwithſtanding 
the body ſuffers corruption and is reduced 
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to duſt, yet the ſoul will awake and live; 


will be conſigned to an intermediate ſtate 
of glorious ay ny e and wait, full of 


hope and joy, for the reſtoration of the body. 


To the righteous the ſting of death is taken 
away, for after their departure hence, they 
reckon to receive the reward of their good 
| deeds; but this reward 1s only to be obtained 

by a virtuous and godly life: if we continue 
firm in the covenant we entered into with God 
at our baptiſm, we are promiſed an inheri- 


tance which will laſt for ever. 


CHAPTER V 
Of the 2 general Fudgment 


. WHEN the whole world, by general = 


ſummons, is to be arranged in re- 


gular order around the divine throne, and 
3 Sara ſentence to be paſſed according to 
their deſerts; then will the angels come 
| forth in the execution of their office, and 
ſever the wicked from among the juſt; and 
cauſe the one to enter upon an eternity of 
torments, but will introduce the latter into 
aſtate of everlaſting felicity. In handling 
this ſubject, theſe two things offer themſelves 
to our conſideration: 
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if. The certainty of a future judgment. 


_ 2dly. The manner of proceeding accord- 
ing as it is declared in the ſcriptures. 


We learn from the goſpel, that the laſt 
judgment is to be the immediate conſę- 
quent of a reſurrection, to which all meri 
are to be cited, that they may receive the 
due reward of their deeds. That God has 


appointed a day for this judgment, before 


the creation of the world, appears from the 
25th chapter of Matthew, and the 34th 
verſe: Come ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. Almighty 
God has manifeſted this irrevocable decree, 
at various times, even in the old teſtament, Th 
though more obſcurely both in the law and 1 
the x e 13th Hoſ. v. 14. Iwill ranſom 
them from the power of the grave, I will 
redeem them from death. And again in 
the 12th chapter of Daniel: And many that 
ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake and 
come forth, ſome to everlaſting life, and 
ſome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. 


The wiſe author of Eccleſiaſticus, after 

meditating on the ſtate of human affairs, and 
the common occurrences of life, and ob- 
ſerving that the righteous and the wicked 
fared alike; that God, to all appearance, 
Was impartial in the diſpenſations of his 


favours 


„ 


favonry and of his diſpleaſure ; he therefore 


infers, that there muſt be a future judgment 


; paſſing upon all men, both good and bad ; 


whereby theſe ſeeming i incongruities in the 


adminiſtration of providence, may be recti- 

fied: his words are theſe, I ſaid in my heart, 
Sad ſhall judge the righteous and wicked ; 
and, as an inducement to piety and the ob- 


ſervance of God's commandments, he fur- 
ther adds, For God ſhall bring every work 
into judgment, with every ſecret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 


But the circumſtances, and the certainty, 
of the laſt day, are more clearly revealed in 


the new teſtament ; where it is ſaid, the Son 
of Man ſhall come in the glory of his Father 
with the angels, and then ſhall he reward 

every man as his work ſhall be. And in the 
12th chapter of St. Luke, our Saviour gives 
this affurance: There is nothing covered 


that {hall not be revealed, neither hid that 


ſhall not be known, Therefore, whatſo- 


ever ye have ſpoken in darkneſs, ſhall be 


heard in the light; and that which ye have 
| ſpoken in the ears, in cloſets, ſhall be pro- 
claimed upon the houſe tops. For the 
Lord hath appointed a day in which he will 


judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that | 


man whom he hath ordained ; whereby he 
bath given aſſurance wito all men, in that 


he hath raiſed him from the dead; and, as 


expreſſed 


( 32 ) 
expreſſed in our creed, he aſcended into 
heaven, and ſitteth on the right hand of 


God the Father Almighty ; from thence he 
{hall come to judge the quick and the dead: 


It is neceſſary and fit that there ſhould 
be a future judgment, as well as reaſonable 
for us to expect it : and the ſcriptures 
give us full ſatisfaction of this expectation. 

For God every where declares himſelf a lover 
of righteouſneſs, and a hater of iniquity : _ 
therefore we may be aſſured that he will 
reward the good, and puniſh the wicked, if 


not in this world, yet moſt certainly in oF 


another. We frequently ſee the righteous, 
in this life, afflicted with heavy calamities, 


immerſed in trouble, or expoſed to the ſcorn 


and inſults of their enemies; while the 
wicked abound in wealth and plenty, and, 
to all outward appearance, are entirely at 
_ eaſe, all things happening according to their 


' wiſh: from hence it is evident that there 


will be a day, in which God will render to 
every one according to their works: and 
will aſſign to the one, a reward propor- 
tionable to their ſervices; and to the other, 
a a puniſhment ſuitable to their crimes; this, 
in the e "a of Acts, is called, the 
times of reſtitution of all things. 
In the preſent confuſed ſtate of things, 
the wicked, mixed with the good, live 
„% D :.-- ſecurely; 
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ſecurely; and with reſpect to outward felicity, 


it is impoſſible to form any judgment of the 
piety or impiety of any one, or of God's 


love or hatred; for they promiſcuouſly 
enjoy the good things of the world, equally 
artake of the bleſſings and bounties of na- 


ture; for God ſendeth rain upon the fields 
of the juſt and the unjuſt, and cauſeth the 
ſun to ſhine on the evil and on the good. 
But the tares grow up together with the 
wheat, yet in the laſt day God will allot to. 
every one their proper portion, and will ſe- 
parate the tares from the wheat; for accord- 


ing to the 13th of St. Matthew, The angels 


will gather out of the kingdom of the Son 
of Man, all things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity ; and will make a diſ- 

tinction between the juſt and the unjuſt : 

as was foretold by the prophet. Malachi, 

_ _ qd chapter: Then ſhall ye return and diſ- 

cern between the righteous and the wicked, 
between him that lerveth God, and him 
that ſerveth him not. 


To what is already mentioned of the cer- 


tainty of a future judgment, I will add the 
teſtimony of conſcience, which accuſes and 


tortures the guilty, not from the fear of 


human puniſhment; for it is poſſible for 
the wicked to fin ſo ſecretly, that none are 
witneſs to their crimes but God and them 


ſelves : therefore their trouble ariſes from 
E | the 
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the dread of God's wrath againſt their evil 
doings ; which, though they eſcape often 
in this world, and at preſent experience no 
puniſhment or ſuffering for their fins, yet 
the reſlections of conſcience give them an 
undoubted and manifeſt teſtimony of a fu- 
ture judgment, where the wicked will be 
doomed to everlaſting torments, but the 
righteous to life eter nal. 


2dly. I am to conſider the manner of 
the proceeding in the general judgment, at 

the laſt day, as revealed in the ſcriptures : 
and on diſcourſing on this head, three par- 
ticulars are to be conſidered, viz. the Judge, 
the perſons to be judged, and the c CLICUM- 
Rances attending it. 5 


In. Almighty God, the Supreme Lord 
and Governor of all things, has eſpecially 
conſtituted his Son, our Saviour, to be the 

Judge of all men; For the F ather judgeth 


no man, but has committed all judgment 


to the Son. And here I cannot help ob- 
ſerving (as J pals along) the infinite kind- 
nels of God, in permitting and ordaining the 
ſame perſon to be our judge, who mercifully 
condeſcended to take our nature upon him, 
to ſubject himſelf to our infirmities, and, 
being eee with human frailty and 
weakneſs, to become our mediator. | 


Our Saviour, then, is the perſon Who 
18 appointed judge of the world ; in which 


office, 
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office, we are aſſured that he will be juſt, 


5 impartial, and ſevere; and that there is no 


receding from his Enten to an higher tri- 


bunal. To this all-knowing judge the 
moſt ſecret and hidden things are open and 
perſpicuous: it is impoſſible to deceive him, 
or to find a patron of a bad cauſe: he is 
juſt, and will judge without reſpect of per- 
ſons; and almighty, being armed with that 


power by which he ſubdueth all things to 
Hhimſelf. 


Now the perſons to be jungen are all 


mankind, the good and the bad, the living 
and the dead, who will be called forth from 
their tombs to be expoſed to this judgment. 
St. Paul ſays, in his 2d epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, 10th verſe: For we mult all appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that 

every one may receive the things done in his 
body according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad. At that great day 
will the whole world meet and be preſent, 
when the earth and ſea will give up the dead. 


bodies that were committed unto them: and 


heaven and hell will ſend back the ſouls they 
poſſeſſed, to be again united to their 
bodies. Reflect into how great a judgment 

you are to enter, where the whole race of 


mankind are to be aſſembled. To our 


thinking, the number muſt be innumerable. 


Were only the preſent inhabitants of the 
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earth to be collected together, the concourſe 
muſt be great. But when all that have lived 
in the world from Adam to the final con- 
ſummation of all things, ſhall be collected 
together, the multitude muſt be ſurpriz- 
ingly large. Yet large as the number will 
be, all hopes of evaſion will be taken 
away; the ſcrutinizing and keen ſearch of 
the angels, who are to be the attendants 
and guards upon this extraordinary occa- 
ſion, will find out and bring to judgment 
every individual. Great as we may think 
the concourſe of mankind, at the time we 
are conſidering, yet the number of thoſe 
heavenly officers will be much ſuperior; as 
appears from this argument: That if the 
_ earth which is the centre, contains ſo many 
inhabitants, how much greater number muſt 
the heavens contain, which ſurround it: The 
inhabitants of the heaven of heavens are 
immenſe; for it is written by Daniel, 
Thouſands, thouſands miniſter unto him, 
and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtand 
before him. From hence appears the im- 
poſſibility of eſcaping, and the certainty 
that we ſhall be led forth to give an account 
of our whole lives: no ſecret corner of the 
world can hide us from it: no magnificence 
or power can ſhield or protect us from it; 
for though riches and greatneſs diſtinguiſh 
between one perſon and another for a few 
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years in this world, yet, at the time J am 
now meditating, nothing will make us great 


and happy, but only having been rich in 


good works. Since all are to be awakened, 
and all are to be ſummoned by the ſound of 


the angelic trump, let us conſider the cauſes 
for which we are to be cited to this ſo- 
lemn tribunal. | 


Reaſon alone, without archer 45 is 
ſufficient to inform us, that we were de- 


ſigned for futurity ; and the gracious reve- 
lations of God have inſtructed us how to 


prepare for it: in which he has preſcribed 


laws and rules uſeful and neceſſary for the 
preſent, as well as the eternal ſtate. 


The terms upon which immortal ſalva- 
tion 1s offered in the goſpel, are both eaſy 


and pleaſant to be obſerved : yet, eaſy as 
they are, how few are careful to live up to 
their ſalutary directions; how few are 
careful to diſcharge the duty they owe to 
God, or to practice benevolence, pity, and 
kindneſs towards each other. On the con- 
trary, how ready are many to act oppoſite 


to God's commands, to profane and blaſ- 


pheme his hallowed name; and inſtead of 
exerciſing the precepts of piety and mora- 


lity dictated by our Saviour, are too apt to 


ſeize every opportunity of defrauding, 
wyuring, and eee their brethren. 


Theſe, 
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Theſe, and ſuch like, are the cauſes wliich 


will be brought againſt mankind in judg- 
ment, to their eternal condemnation. 
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© * What an ineſtimable treaſure will a 
good conſcience be in that day! a con- 
ſcience that will ſtand our friend, when 
the wicked great ones will ſtand tr embling 
and confounded, and have nothing to 
urge in excule of thoſe ſins in which they 
now glory. From the alarming puniſh- 


ment nothing can reſcue them : for the 


judge is too powerful to be awed, and too 
juſt to be bribed. Sub mien and re- 


pentance come too late, and will not be 


60 


accepted: interceſſion of friends can be 
of no avail. How dreadful muſt be the 
condition of thoſe miſerable wretches who 
were once hardy in wickednefs, and glo- 


theirs, the moſt pitiable and diſtrefied 
fituation in this life, is but trifling. 
Deſtitute of the leaſt glimpſe of hope or 
comfort, where can they flee from the 
terrors with which they are ſurrounded? 
Above them they behold an angry and 


offended God. Beneath, they ſee hell 
ready to receive them: their fins flying 
in their faces and accuſing them, and the 


infernal fiends ready for the execution of 
cc 


* their office in inflicting the eternal pu- 
niſhments according to their ſentence. In 


vain 
* Parſons. 


39 


« yain ſhall they wiſh for death; for a 
« ſecond death there cannot be. In vain 
will they cry to the mountains, for they 
« cannot cover them. Thus abaſhed and 
_ « aſtoniſhed mult they ſtand in the pre- 

« ſence of a provoked God, and an abuſed 

„Saviour, till he, whoſe compaſſion for 
« mankind, was once ſo exceedingly great 
as to die for them,—till he ſhall utter 
the dreadful ſentence, Go, ** curles, 
« into everlaſting fire.” 


A life ſpent in Gonſual and ſinful aelichts 
expoſes men to this very diſmal and ſhock- 
ing ſentence, How careful ſhould you be 
to decline and avoid every thing that may 
tempt you to ſin: and how earneſt in the 
_ exerciſe of thoſe duties by which you may 
prevent thoſe terrible words being pro- 
nounced upon you. Let, therefore, the 
| Precepts of religion be your firſt and chief 
care ; and let all other things be of ſecon- 
5 dary concern, and ſubordinate to it. For 
if by too great an attachment to things of 
this world, you neglect your duty towards 
God and your neighbour, and conſume 
your lives in riot and wickedneſs, remember 
how very dear you are like to pay for it. 
Think how poor and mean will riches, and 
honour, and worldly grandeur, ſeem at that 
_ awful day : and the pleaſure you take in 
them will only be a bitter remembrance 
10 and 
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and torment for ever. But thoſe perſons 
will be filled with a joyful hope of their 
reward, who have led an honeſt, painful, 
virtuous hfe, and travelled to heaven, tho' 
through the rougheſt ways of poverty, 
affliction, and contempt. It matters not 
what our condition is in this world, for 
wealth does not expoſe the owner to the 
terrors of hell, unleſs it 1s abuſed and 
applied to an improper uſe: for if they are 
E and faithful, they are the objects of 
his care and delight. So, on the other hand, 
neither will a ſtate of poverty procure to 


the wicked a ſentence of bleſſedneſs from 


the heavenly throne : if they are righteous 
and good they will receive an higher in- 
heritance in the kingdom of their Father, 
for the ſufferings they experience in the 
Want of the comforts and neceſſaries of 
life: and from the parable of Lazarus, 
they may expect to be regarded by their 
Saviour with an eye of compaſſionate ten- 
derneſs, who once endured a like ſtate of 
poverty himſelf. Nothing, as I mentioned 


before, will be effectual to our ſalvation, 


or procure favour in the fight of God, but 
an eager deſire to do his will, and an 
eſpecial care that our actions are conform- 
able to his commands: or as St. Paul pro- 
feſſes, having a conſcience void of offence, 
both towards God and towards men. If 
| * 
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we would often meditate on the certainty 
of a future judgment, and the conſequences 
attending it, we ſhould be more circum- 
ſpect in our conduct, more watchful over 
our words and actions; for, recollect, that 
every error and crime is marked down: 


therefore when the allurements of vice 
tempt you to ſin, let this thought deter 
you from it, and keep you to duty: or 


when you heedleſsly take the name of God 


in vain, remember the ſad puniſhment you 
expoſe yourſelf to; and let this imperfect 
hint here given, be a warning to enter upon 


a penitent and religious courſe of life; re- 


membering the account you muſt one day 

make to that God who now ſeeth in ſecret, 
but hereafter will puniſh or reward openly. 

All preparation for futurity muſt be made 
in this life ; for when death puts an end to 
our earthly exiſtence, our probation ceaſes, 


and repentance will not be accepted. -_ 


As death, like the day of judgment, is 


unknown to us, how exceedingly blameable 
is it to neglect or defer the duties of piety 
and devotion ; ſince in the due diſcharge 


thereof our eternal - happineſs depends. 

Let, therefore, the meditation of this im- 
portant affair be often, nay, continually, 
2 to our minds; which will help to 
keep us from all impious and vicious be- 
 haviour, and excite 


us to a watchful pur- 
F — 
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ſuit of piety and virtue; that ſo in the end 
we may be able to render a good account, 


and be deemed worthy of immortal hap- 
pineſs. 


5 


— — — 
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CHAPTER VI. 
/ Predeſlination. 


RE DESTINATION is that divine 
decree of God, whereby he hath 
predetermined, before all ages, to elect 
the faithful in his ſon jeſus Chriſt, to 
adopt as his children; and if they per- 

ſevere ſtedfaſt in their duty, eternally to 
glorify: but the impenitent, and thoſe 

_ who reſiſt his will, and continue in their 
iniquity, eternally to condemn. And it 
may be conſidered in a two-fold manner, 
according to the ancient divines—For God 
decreeing to call to the grace of the goſpel, 
has a certain propoſed end, viz. eternal 


ſalvation ; it follows therefore that God has 


made a Jari concerning the ſalvation and 


condemnation of men, to which this de- 


cree of being called or elected to grace is 
hubordinate.” 


In the predeſtination to happineſs or 
miſery, God conſiders men as they are 
| faithful 


— 
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faithful or unfaithful to the laws of Chriſt ; | 
inſomuch that ſpiritual benediction is be- 

ſtowed upon none, but in and by him; 
and none are deſtined to unhappineſs but 

by their diſobedience. Therefore our 
eternal fate depends upon the conditions of 


that new covenant which our Lord eſtab- 
liſhed between God and us; the former 


covenant of works being done away. 


With reſpect to election, the object of 


A prodeſtnation is the grace of God in this 
1 


fe, and eternal happineſs hereafter : and 


| with reſpect to reprobation, the object is 
| dullneſs of underitanding, hardneſs of heart, 
and, in the life to come, eternal torments. 


The perſons pre-adjudged hereby, are 


the faithful and the unfaithful: For ſo God 
loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son to the end that all that believe 
in him ſhould have everlaſting life. He 
that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting 
life; and he that believeth not the Son, 
ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God 
abideth in him. Now ſome who mif- 
interpret this and the like paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, argue and object, that this doctrine 
of predeſtination is apt to beget a carnal 
ſecurity in the minds of thoſe who think _ 
themſelves the elect, and to overwhelm 
_ with deſpair, who think they are to 
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be numbered with the wicked. But as the 
_ Goſpel œconomy is entirely conſiſtent with 


reaſon, ſo we may be certain that this pre- 


ſcience of God is alſo conſiſtent with reaſon. 
For, no doubt, he who knows all things, who 


ſaw our ſubſtance yet being imperfect, and 
in whoſe book all our members are writ- 


ten, moſt aſſuredly knows, at our firſt en- 


trance into the world, what courſe we ſhall _ 
take, whether we ſhall reſiſt or obey his 


Let us be truly thankful, fince we have 


it in our power, by the knowledge of reve- 
lation, to pleaſe God : but the obdurateneſs 

| of ſome hearts is ſo great, that nothing will 
| prevail with them to comply with the offers 


of ſalvation ; but, in ſpite of every effort, 


they ruſh headlong to deſtruction. Even 
the ſalutary diſcipline of affliction, conduces 
not to amendment; but, like the miracles 


upon Pharoah, affect and ſoften their minds 
no longer than while they are preſent. But 
the objection made is this, If they are pre- 
deſtinated to a life of ſin and unhappineſs, 


and eternal miſery hereafter, it is not in 
their power to act otherwiſe than according 
to their predeſtination. Which notion they 
take from the ninth chapter of St. Paul's 
epiſtle to the Romans, where the Apoſtle 
 Tepeats the words of God to Pharoah: Even 
for this purpoſe have J raiſed thee up, that 


I might 


4 
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I might ſhew in thee my power, and that 


my name might be declared thoughout all 
the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on 


whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth. After ſix judgments 
that God had inflicted upon Pharoah to no 
| purpoſe, he then hardened his heart, though 
not before; and adds that he would cut him 
off with the peſtilence, and utterly deſtroy 
him from the earth ; but that he preſerved 
him alive beyond his time, raiſed him out 
of that 17 : 
that was upon the land, for no other end 
but to 5 . 
trious, and make all the earth hear of the 
_ exemplary puniſhment of God, in this life, 
upon one that had thus often hardened his 
heart againſt God. The Almighty, in 
ſhewing mercy, is not bound to render any 
_ reaſons beyond his own will, when he 
delivers up an obdurate ſinner to the hard- 
neſcs of his heart, this he may do if he pleaſes 
when all that has been done in this, is not 
by infuſing any quality in him, but by 
leaving that man to himſelf who had fo 
often held out againſt God, or by inflicting 
that judgment on him on earth, which other® 
wiſe had been his portion in hell. Whereas 
to many others, who are not ſo hardened 


great danger or peſtilential diſeaſe 


ake his divine power more 1lluſ- 


in ſin, he continueth his chaſtiſements, and 


by that means brings them to n 
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ſetting before mankind the folly and vanity 
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And when temporary afflictions have this 
effect upon any, ſome of the fathers are of 


opinion, that they ſhould be conſidered as 


objects predeſtinated to be called from the 
vices of the world; and, by patiently ſub- 


mitting to God's will, to be juſtified, and 
hereafter eternally glorified: as St. Paul ſays 
in the 8th chapter of his epiſtle to the Ro- 


mans, at the 29th and goth verſes: For 
whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſ- 
tinate, to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firſt-boru among 
many brethren. Moreover, whom he did 


predeſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom 
he called, them he alſo juſtified ; and whom 
he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. Theſe 

two verſes are a figure or ſpeech called gra- 
dation, and may be thus underſtood : 


Thoſe whom God did predeſtinate to ſuf- 
fering as worthy of his care, them he alſo 
called to ſuffer actually, by proving them 
with temporal afflictions, and whom, upon 
ſuch trials and chaſtiſements ſincerely en- 


dured, he juſtifieth, and approves as his 
elect; and theſe he either hath or certainly 


will glorify or reward with eternal glory. 
By this we are to underſtand, that the 


doctrine of predeſtination, in a ſecondary 
| ſenſe, has reference to temporal afflictions, 


as a ſubſervient' means to eternity: by 


TE 


CY 


of earthly things, and giving us a foretaſte 
of the joys of heaven. 


For God, in his diſpenſations of mercy, 
often condeſcends to awaken mankind from 
a ſtate of finful and careleſs ſecurity, by 
ſome calamity or other; by which he in- 
| tends that they may have a clearer diſcern- 
ment of the danger of their preſent condi- 
tion ; and, by being renewed in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, may be reformed, and 
have a brighter proſpect before them for the 


future. Such mercy may be conſidered as 


a predeſtinated call from a life of fin to a 
{tate of holineſs. In a primary ſenſe we are 
to underſtand, that God has decreed, from 
the foundation of the world, to deliver ſome 5 
from eternal condemnation, and to crown 
them with everlaſting bliſs, as veſſels made 
to honour; and this we cannot but own, 
becauſe he knows who are his, and who will 
obey him : yet as the counſels of God are 
ſecret to us, let us hope and think ourſelves 
his elect, when we find his Holy Spirit in- 
fluencing and directing to that Which is 
acceptable in his ſight; let us obey the 
calling, that ſo, by God's preventing grace, 
we may walk religiouſly in good works, and 


at length, by his mercy, attain to ever- 
laſting Ry. - 
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CHAPTER VII. 
Of the Angels. 


CCORDING to the _ ſcriptures, 
the Angels are thoſe ſpiritual and 
immaterial beings, to whom God, in the 
creation, aſſigned heaven for their dwelling- 
place. And as, upon account of their 
nature, they are called ſpirits ; ſo, from 
their office, they are called angels ; becauſe 
they are the meſſengers and ambaſſadors of 
the Moſt High. This is the common name 
pf all rational ſpirits, whom God has made 
good, holy, juſt, and bleſſed ; but their 
fall and apoſtacy has made a diſtinction, 
for they which perſiſt in their integrity, are 
called good; but they which fall from their 
duty, are called bad. 3 


Ihe evangeliſt info 


; rms us that the Sad- 
ducees affirmed, there was no reſurrection, 
neither angel, nor ſpirit. But this is 
evidently confuted by the many apparitions 

of angels related in the ſcripture, eſpecially 
in the books of Moſes, that it is wonderful 

\ their exiſtence ſhould be doubted by any 
who acknowledge the divinity of Moſes's 
writings. It is the opinion of ſome of the 
fathers, that the denial of the angels is the 
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next to Atheiſm; for they cannot be per- 
geived but by their operation and office; 


and they are denied becauſe they are not 
viſible: and if that reaſon ſhould prevail, 
by the ſame pretext the being of God may 


be alſo denied. 


But for the Sadducees, a ſect of the Jews 


and confirmed in the faith of the Moſaic 
law, to deny, the angels, whoſe viſible ap- 
pearances are ſo often related by Moſes, 
intimates that they were a very abſurd 
and contradictory ſet of people, agreeable 


to the character given them by Joſephus, 


lib. 13th. de bello, cap. 1zth. 


The ſcripture, indeed, does not plainly 


declare that the angels were created b God; 
only in the 148th Pſalm, the Pſalmiſt 


exhorts all, even the angels, to praiſe tlie 


Lord; and he alſo addeth the reaſon, for 
he commanded, and they were created. 
The title of the ſons of God being given 
to the angels in the 38th chapter of Job, 
verſe 7th, When the morning ſtars ſang 
| together, and all the ſons of God ſhouted 
for joy. This epithet could not be at- 
_ tributed to them, but with reſpect to their 
creation. Reaſon dictates the fame ; be- 

cauſe if the angels were not created by God, 

then would they be independent of him, 
- and equat wth y Dinh. 


- 


"0: Concerning 


6300 
Concerning the time of the creation of 
the angels, the opinions of the learned are 
various, the ſcriptures being entirely ſilent 
on this head. Their opinion ſeems to be 
the moſt probable, who think that they 
were created before the viſible world, and 
were the inhabitants of heaven. And this 
is demonſtrable from hence; becauſe it is 
ſaid, the Devil ſeduced mankind imme- 
diately after the creation: wherefore it is 
ere that the bad angels being forſaken 
by Cod, and as rebels thrown from heaven, 
were deſtined to deſtruction. Neither is it 
credible that thoſe cæleſtial ſpirits revolted 
from God within a few days after their 
creation; nor does it appear to have been 
the rebellion of one, but of many of the 
angels, nor yet the commiſſion of one ſin, 
but a continual perſeverance in ſin; as may 
be gathered from theſe texts; St. John, 8th 
chapter, and 44th verſe; 1ſt epiſtle of St. 
John, chapter the 3d; as well as from 
their grievous and eternal puniſhment, to 
which they are, without hope of pardon, 
. ²˙ 8 


Since, in the holy ſcriptures, we are 
convinced that there are ſuch beings as the 
angels; let us next proceed to conſider their 

power and office: and here we muſt obſerve, 
by the way, that ſince their apoſtacy they 


1 


are divided into good and bad; 1 wil 
therefore begin with the former. 


The power of the good angels is very 
great, as we may learn from God's being 
called the Lord of Hoſts, and by their means 
and uſing them as his army, to execute his 
judgment. Their power is elucidated in 
their ſtupendous and wonderful works. In 
the 12th chapter of Exodus, we find that 
a ſingle angel, in one night, deſtroyed all 
the firſt- born of Egypt; and in the army 
of Sennacherib, one ſlew an hundred and 
eighty- five thouſand. 2d of Kings, chap. 19. 
An angel moved the waters at the pool of 
Betheſda, by virtue of which, whoever 
deſcended immediately into it, were cured 
of whatſoever diſeaſe they had: St. John, 
5th chapter, 2d verſe. And in the Acts, 
we read that one of thoſe good and powerful 
beings opened the iron gate of the priſon, 
and brought the Apoſtle St. Peter forth to 
his friends. „% = 
They have influence alſo on the ſenſes 
of men, internally and externally. With 
reſpect to the inward ſenſes, their power is 
manifeſt from the angel's appearing to Jo- 
ſeph in a dream. They are often ſent by 
the Almighty to admoniſh and forewarn 
men in {leep; and, by viſionary dreams, 
bring to their remembrance many things 


G2 Which 


behold Eliſha, who was in 
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which they err oneouſly think ana hope are 


buried! in oblivion. 


There are two examples in ſcripture 
which illuſtrate their power over the ex- 
ternal ſenſes : Iſt, by their bringing a miſt 
upon the eyes of the Sodomites, ſo that they 
could not find the houſe of Lot: and 2dly, 
of the Syrian army, that they might not 

hs midſt of 
them. But, great as the power of the holy 
angels is, yet It is ſubject to the divine will, 
neither can they go beyond the power given 
them by God. — Next I will conſider their 


Office. 


Almighty God mikey uk of the good 
angels as miniſtering ſpirits. iſt. They 
are deſtined to celebrate the praiſes of God 
before his throne; thus the Seraphims in 


the 6th chapter of Iſaiah, zd verſe, And 


one cried unto another, and ſaid, holy, 

holy, holy, is the Lord of Hoſts, the whole _ 
carth is full of his glory. Alſo, holy 
David, in the 103d Palm, fays, Blefs e 
the Lord all ye his angels. And in this 
duty they are ordinarily employ ed in os 
Bui rhey are extraordinarily employed w 
God renders himſelf glorious before m 
by ſome marvellous work; the angels then 
celebrate the praiſes of God in the fight of 
mortals, as we are informed they did at the | 


nativity. 
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nativity. They were alway ready to per- 


form various offices to our Lord, during 


his abode on earth; for when the tempter 


left him, angels came and miniſtered unto 
him: and in his extreme agony there ap- 
peared an angel from heaven ſtrengthening 
him. And our Saviour ſaid to Nathaniel, 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, hereafter 
ye ſhall ſee the heavens opened, and the 
angels of God aſcending and deſcending 
upon the Son of Man. And, at the end of 


the world, the angels will come forth and 


ſever the wicked from among the juſt. They 
execute the judgment and will of God in 


various ways. Either in preſerving the 


| godly that they come not to harm, or if the 


happen in danger to deliver them from it. 


Alſo, to execute the judgments of God upon 
the wicked, as they did upon the Sodomites, 
the Egyptians, and Aſſyrians; and upon 

| King Herod: or by transferring the fouls 
of the departing faithful into a quiet reſt : 
or, laſtly, by gathering together the elect 

from the one end of heaven to the other : 

and, as officers, aſſiſting our Lord in the 

laſt judgmenk Now it is much diſputed . 


whether an angel is not aſſigned to eve 


_ perſon from their birth, who 1s continually 
Preſent to them; and, by divine appoint- 
ment, is their guardian and conductor 


through life. And many think that the 
e — ching 
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5 
ſaying of our Saviour, in the 18th chapter 
of St. Matthew, verſe 10th, helps to cor- 
roborate this opinion. But our Lord did 
not {peak either of age or ſize; but that 
they were little in faith. They are not 

called their angels becauſe they are aſſigned 
them from their nativity, but becauſe they 
were eſpecially appointed by God as a guard 
and protection to them. The whole that 
is meant is this: that the angels in general, 
take care of the faithful in general. And 
as for the notion that every individual has 
a particular guardian angel aſſigned them, 
3s a matter for which we have no warrant 
from ſcripture to affirm ; and the inveſtiga- 
tion concerning it is more curious than 
uſeful. It may be among the means that 
God uſes in the adminiſtration of providence, 
which watcheth over us every moment of our 
lives; and to the righteous affords particular 
deliverances and miraculous eſcapes, when 
to human underitanding, death ſeems in- 
evitable : the zd chapter of Daniel is an 
inſtance of this, and a manifeſt proof of 
the goodneſs of God, who ſent an angel, or, 
as ſome think, our Saviour, armed with 
divine power, to preſerve three righteous 
perſons from the envy and malice of their 
enemies; and the fire deſtroying thoſe who 
took them up, is a ſignal mark of God's 
anger upon ſuch as execute wicked com- 
7 mands, 


En 


mands, who, though the moſt mighty men 
in the army, yet had no might to eſcape the 
flame at the mouth of the furnace, when 
the other eſcaped in the midſt of it. And 
the aſtoniſhing preſervation of Daniel in the 
Lion's den, is another comfortable proof of 
God's care and love for thoſe who faithfully 
| worthip and obey him: for the Pſalmiſt 
ſays, the angel of the Lord tarrieth round 


about them that fear him, and deliver eth 
them. 5 


Let thoſe illuſtrious examples ſtir us up 
to a ſtedfaſt perſeverance in religion, which 
will certainly render us objects of God's 
protection and providence here, and worthy 


candidates for happineſs hereafter. When 


impending dangers threaten and terrify, or 
when the envy and malice of the wicked 
Purſue us cloſely, yet our mighty deliverer, 
Who is an eye witnels, and knows the 
intents of the heart, is always able and 
willing to reſcue us; or to enable us to 
endure that taſk of trials and temptations 
which he thinks fit to lay upon us: and 
| hereafter to reward our perſeverance and 
conſtancy with a brighter crown of glory. 
_ Laſtly, let the information we receive from 
the ſcriptures concerning good an gels, and 
every inſtance of the preſervation of God 
by their means, make us more and more 
1 zealous 1 in his ſervice, until we ſhall have 
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filled up the whole meaſure of Chriſtian 
duties, and God ſhall think fit to tranſlate 
us from this world to a better. 


„ 


CHAPTER VIIL 
Of wicked Angels, or Devils. 


= HE doctrine concerning evil angels, 


or devils, ſeems neceſſary to be un- 


derſtood for this reaſon, viz. their malice and 


hatred againſt God, Chriſt, and the church, 
being known; and their artifice, power, 
and "diligence in beſieging us, we may 
become anxious to guard againſt their ſnares 
and temptations; and be diſciplined in 
| thoſe weapons which are ſufficient to reſiſt 
ſuch potent enemies. And this is the end 
for which it is revealed unto us in the 
ſcriptures concerning theſe evil ſpirits, that 


the frequent inſtances of their artifice and 


cunning may put us upon our guard againſt 


5 their wiles and ſolicitations. 


Since many teſtify, both by their words ; 


and actions, that they do not believe that 
there are foul ſpirits, or devils; or, at leaſt, 
that they ate not ſo dreadful as com- 


monly Seſeribe ed, I will therefore, firſt, 


ſhew the danger of this error, and how the 
5 | 1 8 —— 
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reality of thoſe evil beings may be proved 
from ſcripture and from reaſon. | 

2dly. I will treat of their fin and fall 
from heaven. ; 


zaly. I will ſhew their power and in- 


fluence over mankind. 


ſeducing. ys 
Firſt, then, I am to ſhew the error of 
thoſe who do not believe there are ſuch 
beings as devils : and this was not only an 


4thly. Their manner of tempting and 


error of the Sadducees, who ſaid there was _ 


neither reſurrection, angel, nor ſpirit ; but 
at this time many are found who think that 
nothing more is meant by the devils than 
our own luſts and paſſions, and the de- 
praved thoughts of the heart; and are un- 
willing to believe that there are any greater 
enemies to human nature than the malignant 


diſpoſitions of wicked men. In this error 


they continue until they experience the 
malice of theſe fallen angels, and are con- 
vinced that they have been too much under 
the dominion and influence of the enemies 
of their ſalvation. Leſt theſe ſhould periſh 
in their impiety, and others ſhould fall into 
the like error, let them be aſſured that there 
are devils; that it may be proved from 
_ ſcripture, from reaſon, and from experience: 
that their number is great, that millions of 
„ß ĩ ̊y Äœ 00G 
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thoſe wicked ſpirits, armed with malice and 
c, are diſperſed throughout the earth, 


and engage in continual conflict with mor- 
tals; and unleſs we cafily yield to their 


alſaults, make our lives a ſtate of perpetual 
They are always near at hand, to take 
advantage of our follies and unguarded 


levity ; and they abound in cunning and | 


power to tempt, ſeduce, and betray. 


Ihe ſcriptures prove their being, in theſe 

and many other places: 1ſt epiſtle of St. 
Peter, 2d chapter, 4th verſe, For God 
ſpared not the angels that ſinned, but caſt 
them down into hell. And in the 6th 
chapter of St. Jude, The angels which kept 
not their firſt eſtate, but left their own ha- 


bitation, he hath reſerved in chains under 
darkneſs until the judgment of the great day. 


We read in Geneſis that the devil diſcourſed 
with our firſt parents in the form of a ſer- 


pent; that he appeared before Saul in the 


likeneſs of the prophet Samuel, at the in- 
ſtance of the witch of Endor. The devil, 
by this alluſion, aſſuming the ſhape of that 
divine and heavenly man, induced Saul to 
worſhip him; which is the end and aim of 
the evil ſpirit to all which ſeek after him. 


In the book of Job, he came among the 


ſons of God, and God faid, Whence 


comeſt 


1 


comeſt thou, ſatan? And he anſwered, from 


going to and fro in the earth, and from 
walking up and down in it. The whole of 
the antient book of Job, which contains the 
temptations and miſeries of that holy man, 


are a ſad proof of the power and exiſtence 
of the wicked one. In the goſpel there are 
many inſtances of the poſſeſſed of devils 
being relieved by our Saviour and his apoſ- 
tles. To theſe teſtimonies of holy writ, 
our own reaſon and experience may alſo be 
added. Whence is it that the world is ſo 
replete with very many and horrid crimes ? 
that many wickedly and wantonly deſtroy 
the peace and comfort of themſelves and 
others, through ambition, luſt, 'or co- 
vetouſneſs ? who diſregard the reſtraints of 
paiety, and harden their hearts againſt the 
_ equitable law of human reciprocity ; or the 
Chriſtian rule of doing as we would be done 
by; and eſteem and value nothing but the 
vain purſuit of thoſe things which are not 
only unſatisfactory, but leave a ſting behind 
them never to be eradicated. This is, 
without doubt, at the inſtigation of the 
foul fiends; who, by tempting men to op- 
preſſion, fraud, and every ſort of iniquity, 
fill the world with thoſe dreadful tragedies 
which are ſo often exhibited to the ſight of 
the e w and ſerious obſerver. 


Natural reaſon alſo inſtructs us of theſe 
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evil ſpirits, from our own inward fears and 

feelings: and we may be aſſured that they 

are always near at hand, to tempt and take 
advantage. 


_2dly. I am to treat of their fin and fall 
from heaven, . 
Now what the ſin of the apoſtate angels 
was, is not declared in the holy ſcriptures. 
And the fathers and other learned divines 
differ very much in their ſentiments con- 
cerning it. Some think their rebellion to 
have been againſt God, becauſe they would 
not be ſubject to the Son of God, by whom 
he created all things. And as this pro- 
ceeded from nothing but pride, they there: 
fore alledge pride to have been their crime; 
and to corroborate their opinion they intro- 
duce this of the roth of Eccl. Pride is the 


beginning of every ſin: and another of the 
ahpoſtle, The devil being puffed up with 
pride, was deſirous to be called God. Others 


think that they were filled with envy and 
anger becauſe God had made man in his 

own image. But their reaſon ſeems the 

moſt probable and beſt agreeing with thoſe 

texts which are commonly produced to 
prove it, viz. That God had revealed to 
them the myſtery of the incarnation, and 
that their pride would not ſuffer them to 
be ſubject to one whoſe humility was ſo 
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great as to take upon him human nature. 
Certainly when this adorable myſtery was 
manifeſted to the world, and God had 
decreed and eſtabliſhed it by his own eternal 
counſels, it then became certain and un- 
changeable, and all inferior beings ought 
to have ſubmitted to it, and rejoiced at it. 
The chief of the truth i is this, —that the 
Son ought not to take upon him the nature 
of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham, and 
to become man; and that his whole human 
nature ſhould be exalted above men and 
angels. Their hereſy and fin was, the de- 
nying and diſallowing the deity and divinity 
olf our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And 
our Lord himſelf ſpeaks of the ſame thing 
to the Jews, when he ſays, in the 44th of 
the 8th chapter of St. John, Ve are 8 your 
father the devil, and the luſts of your father 
ye will do; 12 was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, be- 
cauſe there was no truth in him; when he 
ſpeaketh of a lie he ſpeaketh of his own, for 
he is a liar and the father of it. If we con- 
ſider what it was that cauſed our Lord to 
return this ſevere anſwer to the Jews, we 


ſhall find it was, becauſe they denied him 


to be the Son of God; they denied him to 


be the Chriſt, the Redeemer and Saviour of 
the World, 


5 we 
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Therefore as this truth, to which the 
Jews would not acquieſce, was the truth 
of the goſpel; ſo was it the ſame to which 
the devils would not ſubmit and agree. The 
denying the divinity and deity of the Son of 
God, we may from hence learn, is a prin- 
cipal and a dangerous ſin, although the 

Deiſts of the preſent age may diſplay both 
wit and abilities in the avowal of their prin- 
ciples; yet cvery perſon who has ſincerely 
inveſtigated the divine truth of the goſpel, 
and finds it agreeable to reaſon, muſt pity 
both their ignorance and ſin; and every 
Chriſtian who feels the mercy of that 
gracious covenant, muſt be ſorry to ſee their 
fellow - creatures ambitiouſly guilty of a 
crime, for which (according to many of the 
fathers) the devil and his angels were thruſt 
from heaven. Their crime, therefore, was, 
they would not acknowledge and obey the 

Son of God, as God; and choſe rather to 
leave their firit and bleſſed abode, than to 
acquieſce in the humiliating plan of man's 
memo: y 
zdly. I will conſidex their power and in- 
fluence over mortals, and the various ways 
by which they tempt and ſeduce us. 
The evil angels have great power and in- 
5 fluence over the body and mind. For being 
cait from heaven into the earth, they have 
e ES therefore 
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therefore no power over cæleſtial beings, 
but only over terreſtrial things: and there 
are many inſtances and examples of their 
power over mankind, viz. holy Job, whom 


| God permitted to be tempted and tormented 


for a trial of his patience and virtue. In 
the goſpel we find they had power to enter 
the bodies of men, and diſtract their minds. 


But the omnipotent God has limited the 


power of their nature, which is angelical, 
although malevolent, and revengeful to God 
and man. Utterly averſe to every thing 
that tends to the honour and glory of God, 


their continual aim is to injure and deſtroy 


the health and peace of the righteous and 


_ good; and to keep the minds of the wicked 


and abandoned in 1gnorance, darkneſs, and 
ſin. Sometimes Almighty God permits 


them to aſſault mankind in a violent and 


external way, that they may be examples to 
others in conſtancy and faith. But their 
uſual method, and that by which they 
too commonly ſucceed, is by ſoliciting and 
tempting : all their temptation confiits in 


ſeduction. They cannot compel the mind 


do fin, therefore they kindle the flame by 
applying certain means. Moreover they 
watch and obſerve what paſſion a man is 
moſt addicted to, and ſo apply ſuch means 
as are moſt fitly ſubſervient to excite that 
paſſion; as they ſtirred up Judas with the 
Pe „ Rope 


hope of gain to betray his Lord: and incited 
1 


the people. Sometimes the devil ſeizes 


4 


David, through ambition, to number 


mankind in an unguarded moment, and 
tempts them to commit a fin to which they _ 
are generally averſe. By the influence they 

have over the animal ſpirits, they are always 


ready to fill our minds with wicked and baſe 
thoughts; and to raiſe in our fancies fooliſh 
and ſinful ideas, in the contemplation of 


which if we indulge ourſelves, we ſhall be 
enſnared in a labyrinth of fin and ſorrow. 


They enflame giddy youth and debauched 


age with luſtful concupiſcence, and tempt 
them to the commiſſion of irreparable in- 

_ juries: they ſtir up the ambitious and co- 
vetous, and keep them in a conſtant pur- 


ſuit of unſatisfactory joys, until declining 


age, or the 1 ee of death, bring to their 


recollection former ſins and follies; and 
they, with ſorrow and remorſe, look upon 


the retroſpect of a life marked with fraud, 


oppreſſion, and every ſpecies of wickedneſs. 


Satan's power in this reſpect cannot be 


doubted, for he goes about as a roaring 


lion ſeeking whom he may devour, and nar- 


rowly obſerves our foibles and failings. 


Let us keep ourſelves guarded againſt the 
blandiſhments of the evil ſpirits, who, from 


their antient malice, darken our minds, 


hide 


1 

hide the deformity of ſin, and paint it in 
the moſt inviting colours. Like a deceitful 
enemy, with the flattery of pretended friend- 
ſhip, they tempt us to comply with their 
ſolicitations, and having ſeduced and be- 
trayed us, they leave us to reap the fruits 

of miſery and ruin. Let not the external 
charms of fin, though ever ſo alluring and 
fraught with the moſt promiſing delights, 
prevail with you to forſake your duty to 
that beneficent God who 1s every day con- 
ferring ſome new gift, or repeating ſome 
former bleſſing: who has endued us with 


| faculties whereby we may enjoy this life to 


à great degree, and, by a conſcientious 


_ obedience, we may form hopeful expecta- 


tions of futurity ; ; until the commiſſion of 
fin vitiates the ſenſe of every innocent en- 
joyment, deprives us of happineſs, and 
makes our nights ſleepleſs and irkſome 
without the draughts 1 intemperance and 
luxury. So true is the remark of Solomon, 
The ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain his infirmity, 
but a wounded ſpirit who can bear? Put 
on, therefore, the whole armour of God, 
and manfully fight under Chriſt's banner, x 
| againſt ſin, the world, and the devil : and 
when maturity of years ſhall have brought 
you to a ſenſe of duty, and an unfeigned 
ſorrow for paſt ſins produced true repen- 
tance, and Jou ſhall have arrived to the 
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happineſs of a new, regenerate ſtate, then 


beware that a compliance with ſin does not 


deprive you of the hope of a heavenly inhe- 


ritance. Remember, when you are inclined 


to commit ſin, that it is the devil who 


tempts you, in order to deprive you of im- 


mortal happineſs, and make you partake 


with him in miſery. Reſiſt the devil, ſays 


St. James, and he will flee from you. May 


God give us ſuch a portion of divine grace 
as will enable us to finiſh the warfare of this 
life with peace and comfort, that, by a ſted- 
faſt perſeverance in holineſs, we may be par- 
takers of the kingdom of heaven, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour and Redeemer, 
Amen... Fn 


/ Providence. 
"JT OLY David comforted himſelf with 


the conſideration of God's omni- 
ſcience, when his enemies falſly accuſed 


him of hypocriſy, as one who pretended to 
religion only for the ſake of promoting his 


own ambitious defigns againſt Saul, whoſe 


crown he ſought to take away: he therefore 
_ appeals to God as the proper judge of the 
integrity of his heart, and an eſpecial wit- 
neſs of the fincerity of his mind, in pro- 


felling 
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feſſing him a lover and defender of the true 
| ſervants of God, and an hater of his 
enemies. And in the concluſion, after an 
application to have his conduct inſpected 

and ſcrutinized, he invokes the Almighty 


to become his leader and guide to all eter- 


nity. If his thoughts and intentions had 
been contrary to his great profeſſions of the 
love of God, he was certain that the fraud 
could not be concealed; but being touched 
with the falſe reproaches of his enemies, he 
juſtifies himſelf in the ſight of God, whom 
he knew was a conſtant witneſs of all his 
actions, and to whom he confeſſes the very 
purpoſes of his heart to be diſcernable. 
| Wherefore, in the 139th Pſalm, he ſays, 
O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me out, and 
known me. There is not a word in my 
tongue, but thou, O Lord, knoweſt it 
altogether. Such knowledge is too won 
derful for me; it is high, I cannot attain 
unto it. Whither ſhall I go from thy ſpirit, 
or whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence ? 
If I aſcend up into heaven, thou art there; 
if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art 
there. If take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the 
ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand ſhall hold me. If I fay ſurely 
the darkneſs ſhall cover me, even the night 
ſhall be light about me. Yea, the darkneſs 
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and light to thee are both alike. This 
Pſalm contains an emphatical and joyful 
acknowledgment of God's immenſity and 
- providence, both which I will at this time 
conn, . 
The immenſity of God is ſuch, that he 
can neither be contained in any place nor 
yet excluded from any, but is every where 
preſent after an ineffable and imperceptible 
manner; inſomuch that it is impoſſible to 
conceive any place where God is not. In 
this ſenſe God ſpeaks by his prophet Iſaiah, 
Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 
foot-ſtool. And by the prophet Jeremiah, 
Do I not fill heaven and earth? ſaith the Lord. 
That God is infinite, and every where 
preſent, is very evident: but the opinions 
of divines are various as to the particular 
manner of his infinity and omnipreſence. 
It is impoſſible for our finite and limited 
capacities to underſtand, comprehend, or 
conceive it. Vet that the thing is true, that 
he is actually omnipreſent, we are as certain 
as we are that there muſt be ſomething in- 
finite, which no man of conſideration at- 
tempts to deny. But whether this infinit 
or immenſity of God is to be attributed to 
his eſſence, power, or providence, is a doubt. 


Some think that this is not to be attributed 


to his eſſence, but to his power or provi- 
dence. For they conceive that God dwelis 
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heaven, as being the throne and ſeat of his 


divine majeſty ; according to many texts of 
ſcripture, where heaven is called his throne. 


In the 11 5th Pſalm, the Pſalmiſt ſays, But 
our God is in heaven: And our Saviour 


directs us to make our ſupplications in theſe 


words, Our Father which art in heaven. 
They imagine that from this his throne of 
Alory God governs all things, and from 
thence diffuſes his power and virtue every 
where, and is preſent with all things; like 
the ſun, who every where diffuſeth his light 
and heat by his beams. But if they allow 
God to be every where preſent by hls power 
and knowledge, how they can 8 it by 
his eſſence I cannot conceive. 


Again, others more judiciouſly Hera ” 


that the divine eſſence is immenſe. As we 
read in the book of wiſdom, that the ſpirit 
of the Lord filleth the whole world : where- 
fore ſays the Pſalmiſt, Whither ſhall I go 


from thy ſpirit, and whither ſhall I flee 


from thy preſence? From hence we may 
_ eaſily conjecture in what ſenſe we are to 
| underſtand the omnipreſence of God: not 
by his power of ruling as it were by a 
certain * but e wy his 
8 eſſence. I. 


How: or in . manner, the Deity 1 


over: preſent 1 in all places and at all times at 
once, 
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once, is difficult to be comprehended, unleſs 
it be by his divine influence, as obſerved 


above. For whereas all finite and created 


beings can be preſent but in one place at 


once; the ſupreme cauſe, on the contrary, 


being an infinite and moſt ſimple eſſence, 


and comprehending all things perfectly in 


bimſelf, is at all times equally preſent, both 


in his ſimple eſſence, and by the immenſe 


and perfect exerciſe of all his attributes, 


throughout the boundleſs ſpace of im- 
mene p. 8 5 8 


The uſe we ſhould make of the immen- 


ſity and omnipreſence of God is this, that 


we every where conduct ourſelves carefully 


and reverently, as in the ſight of God. The 
bdelief of the omnipreſence of God is the 
foundation of divine worſhip, and a great 
encouragement and incentive thereto ; and 

an eſpecial means of deterring men from 

ſin, becauſe they know God to be preſent 


to all, and the judge of all; therefore, upon 
mature conſideration, they will fear to ſin 
in the ſight of him who is at once the witneſs 


and avenger of their crimes. He hears our 
ſupplications, and knows the diſpoſition of 
our hearts towards him.—Pſalm 33d, The 
Lord looketh from heaven, he beholdeth all 
the ſons of men. From the place of his ha- 


| bitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants 
of the earth, 12 1 5 


Nothing 
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Nothing can be more conducive to piety 
and ſalvation than to confider ourſelves 
always in the ſight of God, and in his real 

and immediate preſence. Remember the 
command given to Abraham, I am the 
Almighty God, walk before me, and be 
| Perfect. —As if he had ſaid, Act in ſuch a 
manner as if you 1magined me preſent to 
you, and then you will lead a life worthy 

of my preſence, and free from hypocriſy. 

They will be inſtated in the eternal preſence 


of God in heaven, who are perſuaded that 


in this world they are continually before 
him, and live under a ſenſe of his perpetual 
_ providence : and concerning the providence 
of God I will now proceed to conſider a few _ 
ͤͥͥõĩõĩ³˙Ü“ ou 
Providence is that continued and al- 
mighty work of God by which he governs 
and preſerves the univerſe and all that is in 
it, eſpecially mankind. He who difallows 
a providence denies God, becauſe he is 
known by his works; and if they aſcribe 


the fabric of the earth and heavens to blind 


chance, or to the neceſſary and natural law 
of fate, ſcarce any argument remains to 


convince us of God's exiſtence : inſomuch 


that the denial of divine providence is but 


one degree from Atheiſm. When, there- 
fore, we contemplate the great regularity 


and uniformity of nature, and the good 
e which 
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which he cauſes to be produced out of 
various unforeſeen accidents, which to us 
appear ſcarcely reconcileable with his other 
attributes, until the event has aſſured us of 
the contrary, and that the Ruler of the 
World is wiſe and good. 


The chief means in the adminiſtration 
of divine providence are preſervation and 
government. Preſervation is that act of 
providence by which he ſupports the eſſence 
and faculties with which he has endued 
all creatures in that ſtate which it is his will 
they ſhould continue in for a certain ſpace _ 
of time. For God gives life, breath, and 

all things; and in him we live, and move, 
and have our being. 


Government is that powerful act of Gd 
by which he rules all things, for his own _ 
glory, and for the eternal good and welfare 
of man. It extends itſelf to the whole 

univerſe, ere that nothing is free from 

the pr ovidence, the obſervation, and the 
care of God. The holy ſcripture teſtifies 
this, enumerating all things ſingly, and 
ſub jecting them to this divine law. Agree- 
1 able thereto the ſun performs his courſe in 
the appointed time, that ſo he may commu- 
nicate a convenient heat, tending to the 
fruitfulneſs of the whole earth; and fitly 
dividing the ſeaſons into ſpring, ſummer, 
autumn, 
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autumn, and winter. The heavens declare 
the glory of God, ſays the Pſalmiſt, in the 
147th Pſalm ; he chants out the praiſes of 
his maker in theſe words: Who covereth 
the heavens with a cloud ; who prepareth 


rain for the earth; who maketh graſs to 


grow upon the mountains. He giveth to 


the hart his food, and to the young ravens 
which 1 8 There is nothing in the world 


ſo vile of which God does not take care, 


nor ſo ſmall for which he does not provide. 


The inference which our Saviour teaches 


us to make from the univerſal care of God, 
is, that if he ſo provide for the ſmalleſt 
part of the creation, he will undoubtedly 


* for man, whom he hath created in 


his own image. Therefore, while we do 
our duty, keep in God's ſervice, and do 
not forſake him, we ſhall be duly provided 
for: but if we turn deſerters, we run the 
hazard of a thouſand hardſhips which 
attend our rebellious courſes, and diſinherit 

 _ ourſelves of many bleſſings. Let us en- 
dteavour then, as much as we can, to free 
our minds of all care, fear, and ſolicitude 
about the world. Let us take care to do 
our duty, according to the inſtruction of 
odur heavenly Father; and never in the leaſt 
diſtruſt his providence, but ſeek firſt the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, and 
all outward things ſhall be added unto us. 
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As we have encouragement to look unto 
God for the ſupply of all our wants and 
neceſſities, it ſhould teach us to take no 
unworthy, ſordid or diſhoneſt courſe to 
ſupply our wants; but chearfully to de- 
pend on God for that ſupply ; and like- 
wiſe to behave ourſelves ſo, that we throw 
not ourſelves out of God's protection, and 
from under the care of his providence. 

Let us acquieſce in every thing that God 
thinks fit to beſtow upon us; and be calm 
and reſigned even when things do not turn 
out according to our wiſh ; and patiently 


ſubmit to his afflicting hand, conſidering _ 


trouble and inquietude as a bleſſing and a 
talent; being manifeſt tokens and indica- 


tions that we are objects of his care; whom 


he is pleaſed to afflict in this world, to wean 
us from the joys and pleaſures thereof; 
that we may more eagerly deſire heaven, and 
be the better prepared for it. 
How comfortably may we paſs the time 
of our ſojourning here on earth, if we only 
reflect that we are always under the inſpec- 
tion of God; and if we are careful to 
obey him, he will provide for us, and cauſe 
even nusfortunes in the end to turn to our 
advantage. But we muſt take heed that by 
| our fins we do not cauſe God to withdraw 
his protection from us in this world, and 
| — pine 
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provoke him ſo that he will cut us off from 
an inheritance in heaven. If we recollect 
that we have offended God, let us imme- 
diately, like the penitent prodigal, repent 
and make our peace with him. And if we 

are truly ſorry for what is paſt, and reſolved 
to forſake our evil ways, and obey God for 
the future, he will 8 us our tranſ- 
greſſions, for the ſake of his Son our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


- CHAPTER . 
Of the Incarnation. 


xx. HEN we ſet ourſelves ſenouſly to 


meditate on the myſterious and _ 


_ gracious circumſtance of the incarnation 

of our Lord, we are at once filled with 
aſtoniſhment and praiſe : our hearts exult 
with gratitude and joyful thankſgiving to 


bim who, for our ſakes, and for our falva- 


tion, came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt, and born of 

of ᷣͤ 
Ihe two great myſteries in this article of 
our faith, are the conception of our Lord 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and his being born of 
a pure virgin. And that ſuch an extraor- 
%%% dinary 
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dinary event mould come to paſs, gre atly 
amazed even the virgin Mary herſelf, as 
appears by the anſwer of returned to the 
ſalutation of the angel: How ſhall this 
be, ſeemg I know not a man? By 
this aſſertion ſhe excluded all men, and 
therefore wondered how this ſhould be; 
how ſhe ſhould be able to conceive and 
bring forth a ſon. 5 


The evangeliſt informs us, that Mary, 
the virgin mother of our Lord, was eſpouſed 
to Joſeph; but before they came together 
ſhe was found with childof the Holy Ghoſt. 
| Now 1t was the cuſtom, in the eaſtern 
countries, for the man and woman to be 


eſpouſed and betrothed to each other ſome 


time before the conſummation of the mar- 


riage. Now Joſeph, to whom the bleſſed 


virgin was eſpouſed, diſcovering her preg- 
nancy between the time of the eſpouſals and 
the completion of the nuptial ceremony, 
and being a juſt man, and unwilling to 


make her a public example, was minded to 


put her away privily : but he was better in- 
ſtructed by a ſpecial meſſage from the Al- 
mighty, and acquainted that her pregnancy 
was cauſed by the influence or operation of 
the Toy Ghoſt; and that the child was to 


be no leſs than the Saviour and Redeemer of 
the wor Id. 


as 
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The manner of the operation whereby 
the my Ghoſt effected the human gene- 


ration of our Lord is difficult for us to com- 


prehend; and a learned writer * informs us 


that this expreſſion of the angel Gabriel is 
of general interpretation: The Holy Ghoſt 

| ſthall come upon thee, and the power of the 

Higheſt ſhall ov erſhadow thee. Greater 

intelligence than this we cannot receive from 

the divine oracles concerning the concep- 


tion of our Saviour by the Holy Ghoſt. 


The ancient fathers, who have well con- 
ſidered this ſacred point of religion, teach, 
that our Lord was operatively conceived by 
the power and virtue of the Holy Spirit; 
and they alſo tell us that farther knowledge | 


in this inſtance 1s not to be acquired. For 


as the prophet ſays, who ſhall declare his 

generation: a performance ſo wonderfully 
ſublime cannot be clearly RA ences or 

minutely deſcribed by man. 


When the holy virgin thou ght it im- 


poſſible ſhe ſhould conceive, ſeeing ſheknew 
not a man, and of herſelf ſhe could not 
cauſe ſuch conception; the angel gave her 


this ſatisfactory anſwer: With God no- 


5 thing ſhall be impoſſible. 


From the information of the goſ] pel, and a 


from the doctrines of the fathers, we 
underſtand, that it was by the influence, 


the 
. Dr. Pearſon, 
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the operation, or overſhadowing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who is God, that our Lord 


was conceived and born of the virgin Mary. 
And this is neceſſary to be believed of the 


Lamb of God, that taketh away the ſins of 


the world: that whatever our original cor- 
ruption may have been, or at preſent is, 


yet there is none in him whom alone God 
has declared to be his beloved Son, and in 
whom he is well pleaſed. No ſpot of ſin 
appeared in this bleſſed ſacrifice; the great 

Redeemer of the world ; who, though he 
aſſumed human nature, and humbled] him 


ſelf to become fleſh, and was like us in all 


things, yet was he without ſin, as conceived | 


* the Holy Ghoſt. 


2dly. I will confider the ſecond article in 


the incarnation of our Saviour, VIZ. that 
he was born of a pure virgin. 


Of the holy virgin who was the mother 
of our Lord, we have little more recorded 
than that her name was Mary, that ſhe was 

eſpouſed to a man whoſe name was Joſeph, 
and that ſhe was the perſon of whom the 


Meſſiah was born. For thus the holy evan- 


geliſt, St. Luke, relates, iſt chapter, verſe 

| 16th and 179th, —And in the ſixth month 
the angel Gabriel was ſent from God unto 

a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a 

virgin eſpouſed to a man whoſe name was 


Joſeph. 
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Joſeph, of the houſe of David; and the 


virgin's name was Mary. 


Ihis was a name common among the 
lieus at that time, to which the title of the 
virgin is always joined, to diſtinguiſh the 
mother of our Saviour from other women 
of the ſame name. And this Mary was that 
perſon of whom, according to the predic- | 
tions of the antient prophets, the Meſſiah 
was to be born; ſeveral of which declare 
that he was to be the ſon of a woman, and 
not of a man. The firſt promiſe of this 
wonderful circumſtance, Moſes relates, is 

| Uttered and foretold by the Almighty him- 


ſelf, in theſe words, The ſeed of the wo- : 


man ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head. But 
NN to recount other texts which teſ- 
_ tify this miraculous birth, I will mention 
this of Iſaiah, which 18 ſufficiently clear: 
Behold, a virgin ſhall conceive and bear a 


K ſon, and thou ſhalt call his name Imma- 


nuel. This prophecy was fulfilled in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was born of a pure 
virgin : for the evangeliſt relates, that when 
the angel was ſent from God to the virgin 
_ eſpouſed to Joſeph, and informed her of 
her bleſſed ſtate, and of her being high in 
the favour of God; that ſhe ſhould con- 
ceive and bring forth a ſon, and ſhould call 


| ls name Jeſus; that he was to be great, 


and to be called the Son of the Higheſt, 


and 
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and of his kingdom there was to be no end. 


When ſhe had heard the ſalutation, ſhe was 


| aſtoniſhed, and ſaid, How ſhall this be, 
' ſeeing I know not a man? but as the angel 
told her that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould come 


upon her, and the power of the Higheſt 


| ſhould overſhadow her; ſo before they were 
come together ſhe was found with child of 
the Holy Ghoſt. 5 „ 


Therefore, according to the evangeliſt, 
the mother of our Lord, as was predicted, 


was a virgin when ſhe conceived; when 
ſhe was with child of the Saviour of man- 
Find; and when ſhe brought forth her 
flirſt-born ſon. 33 rn 


If any are aſtoniſhed and object to the 
poſſibility of this event, let them only re- 


collect this obſervation of the angel at the 


end of his reply to the virgin: With God 


nothing ſhall be impoſſible. May we not 
conclude, that that Almighty Being, who 
gave laws to his people, out of a buſh 


flaming with fire, yet remained uncon- 
ſumed ; that afforded his people of Iſrael a a 


ſafe paſlage through the ſea; and led them 


forty years in the wilderneſs, feeding them 
with the bread of heaven; that he could as 


_ eaſily cauſe a virgin to conceive, by the 


power and influence of his Holy Spirit. 
We cannot account for many things that 


happen in the natural world : if, therefore, | 


we 
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we underſtand not earthly things, how 


| ſhall ſhall we underſtand heavenly things? 


The truth of this gracious and. amazing 


myſtery, and the poſſibility of a virgin's 


conception without the concourie of a man, 


we cannot deny, unleſs we are doubtful of 
God's ſupreme power. Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, then, was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and therefore is called the Son of 
God: Lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, 
this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſed. Though he was born of a wo- 
man, and humbled himſelf to become fleſh, 


yet he remained without fin : for had he 
not been pure of all jniquity he could not 


DIET have made Our atonement, nor coul d he 
have performed that great work of redemp- 


tion. This over-gracious condeſcenſion of 


the Son of God is the ſource of ſolid joy to 
all true believers, who faithfully and chear- 


fully cloſe with the conditions of that co- 
venant which ſecures their everlaſting ſal- 


vation. But it affords no delight to thoſe 
perſons whoſe pride (by the inſtigation of 
our ſpiritual adverſary) is too great to believe 
and aſſent to any thing which is not within 
the reach of their underſtanding —They 
therefore diſbelieve this merciful event, 
merely becauſe they cannot comprehend it. 
Ihn our preſent ſtate we cannot have a 
clear diſcernment of the myſteries of God, 
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which are of too high a nature for us diſ- 
tinctly to comprehend during our abode in 
the fleſh. e 

We can no more account for the daily 
occurrences of providence, than we can for 
the wind; whence it cometh and whither it 
goeth we know not: no wonder, therefore, 
that divine things ſhould be beyond our 
- m—_— 

Let us, with grateful hearts, be often 


meditating our redemption by Jeſus Chriſt ; 


and be tenacious of the conditions of that 
covenant which will enable us to inherit 
cæleſtial joys. Let us adore and believe in 
our Saviour and Redeemer, who, being 
_ conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and born of 
a pure virgin, is both God and man: whoſe 
incarnation was foretold directly after the 
fall of our firſt parents, in paradiſe ; 8 
afterwards by many plain and expreſſive 
prophecies, all now completely fulfilled. 
Every one who contemplates theſe things 
attentively, will not deny, or doubt, their 
truth, but admire and adore them ;— 
will become a pious and a happy Chriſtian, 


and will be always ready to join in that 


angelical hymn which ſounded forth the 
glad tidings of ſalvation :—Glory to God 
in the higheſt, and on earth peace, good- 

will towards men. og 
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"CHAPTER, 
Of the Holy Ghoſt. 


UR Saviour, after his aſcenſion into 

heaven, by his mediation, fulfilled 
his promiſe, in ſending the Holy Ghoſt to 
aſſiſt and inſtruct the apoſtles in the pro- 
mulgation of the goſpel : whereby they 
were enabled to ſpeak in languages to which 
they were unaccuſtomed, to caſt out devils, 


and to do many wonderful works. And 


as the ſame Holy Spirit continues to aſſiſt 
and enlighten every true Chr iſtian, let us 
conſider who he is. 


2dly. His operations and offices, and the 
ways in which he aſſiſts us. 


zadly. The means When by his aſſiſtance 
may be procured. 


1ſt. The Haly Ghoſt, as deſcribed in 


the ſcripture, being joined with the Father 


and the Son, is the third perſon in the 


_ Godhead, with whom he is alſo mentioned 


and joined in the form of baptiſm; for we 
are all baptized in the name of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Now that the Holy Spirit is not a quality 3 
or ellence only, may be evinced from the 
Os EN r 
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appellation of God, which is attributed to 
him in the ſcriptures ;- as well as from his 
having aſſumed, upon certain occaſions, a 
viſible ſhape. The attributes and titles 
which are given him can be underſtood only 
with reſpect to his perſon and office; for it 
is his province to teach, govern, and defend 
the church; to appoint apoſtles and mi- 
niſters; and to be ſpiritual gifts. His 
miſſion from the Father and Son, proves 
him to be a diſtinct perſon; ſo do likewiſe 
his operation and 2 VV 
The meaning of the word Spirit in ge- 
neral is a ſubſtance which is free from matter, 
and endned with underſtanding, activity, 
J 8 
The Holy Spirit (according to divines 
both antient and modern) is a perſon, that 
18, a ſubſiſtent and intellectual being; but 
this is contrary to the opinion of the Soci- 
nians, who imagine that the Holy Spirit is 
only the power and efficacy reſident in God, 
or derived from him: but a greater diſtinction 
is made between the Father and the Holy 
Spirit in the ſcriptures: for he is deſcribed 
as a perſon enjoying perſonal titles, offices, 
attributes, and operations: and ſurely theſe 
do no way agree to mere efficacy. When 
mention 1s made of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
article he, not it, is carefully and purpoſely 
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uſed, as beſt agreeing to a perſon; as for 


example: When he, the Spirit of truth, 


ſhall come. This ſtile of ſpeaking declares 


the Holy Spirit's perſonality; and there 
would be no need of this expreſſion were 
he nothing elſe but the virtue of God. 


The ſcripture attributes perſonal offices 


to the Spirit; ſuch a leader, a guide, a 
monitor, &c. he ſhall lead you into all 
truth; he ſhall bring all things to your 
remembrance: theſe and ſuch like expreſ- 


ſions do in no fort agree to divine power 


and efficacy only, but belong to a perſon. 
If we look back into the old teſtament, 
we ſhall find that the Holy Spirit or the 
good Spirit of God, is oppoſed to evil 
jppiritsvvhich are and muſt be acknowledged 
of a ſpiritual and intellectual ſubſtance; as 
appears from 1ſt Sam. 16th chap. 14th ver. 
The Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, 
and an evil ſpirit from the Lord troubled 
him. Now what thoſe evil ſpirits from the 
Lord were, we may conjecture from the 
ſad example of Ahab in the 2d of Chron. 
 I6th chap. There came a ſpirit and ſtood 
before the Lord, and ſaid, I will entice him. 
And the Lord ſaid unto him, wherewith ? 
And he faid, I will be a lying ſpirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets. From whence 
it is evident that the evil ſpirits from God 
were certain perſons, even bad angels. 


The 
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The nature of the Holy Ghoſt may be 
beſt underſtood by that deſcription in the 


newꝛ teſtament given of him by our Lord 


to his diſciples, in theſe words; The com- 


fortor, which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the 


Father will ſend in my name; he will teach 

you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, and ſhall teſtify of me: 
which words contain the deſcription of a 
perſon being ſent, teaching and teſtifying. 


he operations of the Holy Ghoſt do not 
only prove him a perſon, but alſo that he 
is diſtinct from the Father and the Son. 
He 1s ſaid to be the Spirit of the Father and 
to go out or proceed from him; he is 
therefore another from him. For though 
the Father be undoubtedly God, though 
the Holy Ghoſt be alſo God, and the ſame 
God, (becauſe there cannot be two Gods, 
yet the Holy Ghoſt 1s not the Father. For 
the holy ſcriptures do as certainly diſtinguiſh 
them in their perſons, as they unite them 


in their nature. He which proceeds from 


the Father is not the Father, becauſe it is 
impoſſible any perſon ſhould proceed from 
himſelf; but the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from 
the Father; therefore he is not the Father. 
- Beſides divers things are attributed to the 
Holy Spirit which do not well agree with 
the Father, viz, that he deſcended and reſted 
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upon our Lord; I ſaw, ſay s St. John, the 


Spirit deſending as a dove, and it abode 
on him. 


He is alſo diſtinguiſhed from the Son, 
and is called the Spirit of the Son: as our 
Saviour himſelf acknowledges, in theſe and 
many other places: When the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghoſt, &c. and again, 
It is expedient for you that I go away: and 
again, I will aſk the Father, and he ſhalt 
give you another Comforter. Thele texts 


prove the Holy Spirit not to be the Son, but 
to be diſtinct from him. 


The Holy Ghoſt, then, is the third 
13 in the ever bleſſed trinity, proceeding 
| from the Father and the Son, receiving 
divine eſſence from both, and equally par- 

taking of the fame Godhead, 1s therefor e 

WO 

Haying ſhewn who the Holy Ghoſt ; 1 1 
will, 2dly, proceed to ſhew his offices * 
opel ations, and the ways in which he 


_ alfliſts us. 


As he is the 8 he teaches, en- 
lightens, and comforts the minds of thoſe 
by whom he is received: for the ſoul of him 

to whom the Holy Spirit is given is illumi- 

nated and he diſcerns more than mere mortals 
can. The apoltle St. Peter was not preſent 
with Ananias and Saphira when they _ 
their 
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their poſſeſſions, except in the ſpirit, and 
yet was the deceit and hypocriſy known to 
him, although there was neither accuſer 
or witneſs, Wherefore, ſays he, hath 
ſatan filled thine heart to lie unto the Holy 
Ghoſt ? Whilſt it remained was it not thine 
own, and after it was fold was it not in 
thine own power? why haſt thou conceived. 
this thing in thine heart? thou haſt not 
lied unto men, but unto Gd. 
A like inſtance of the powerful operation 
of the Holy Spirit we have of the prophet 
Eliſha, who, when he had, without fee or 
reward, cured Naaman the leper, his fer- 
vant received the price of him; and, as he 
thought, ſecurely concealed it: but the 
_ utmoſt darkneſs and the greateſt ſecrecy 
cannot hide from the diſcernment of thoſe 
who are endued with this divine gift. 
Therefore, ſaid Eliſha to him, Did not my 
heart go with thee? As though he had ſaid, 
I was here indeed incloſed in the body, but 


the ſpirit which was given me from God 


obſerved and knew thoſe things which were 
done at a diſtance, and declared the words 
that were ſpoken elſewhere. Here we may 
perceive how the Holy Spirit enlightens the 
mind, takes away ignorance, and ſubſtitutes 
knowledge in it's ſtead. %%% Y 
| The gift of the Holy Spirit is the greateſt 
we can be ſupplied with in this world. He 
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that is for us, is greater than he that is 
againſt us. Let us then keep ourſelves in 
ſuch a ſtate as to afford a ſuitable habitation 
for the heavenly gueſt, and then we need 
not fear the wiles of the devil, the aſſaults 
and temptations of his angels or evil ſpirits, 
or the deceits and cruel artifices of wicked 
men, his agents. 


The office of the Holy Spirit 18 both ex- 
ternal and internal. 


The external work of the Holy Spirit i is 
apparent by the revelation of the will of 
God, by which mankind in all _ have 
been inſtructed in the knowledge of eternal 
life. For there have been holy prophets 
ever ſince the world began, who were 
enabled to ſpeak the mind of God con- 
cerning things preſent and future: and St. 
Peter ſays, in 2d epiſtle, chap. 1ſt, Pro- 
phecy came not at any time by the will of 
man, but holy men of God ſpake as they 


were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. In the 


{criptures he 1s called the Spirit of Pr ophecy, 
and he guided the apoſtles into all truth, 
and by them informed the world of God's 


gracious intentions towards mankind ; and 


therefore he is called the Spirit of Revela- 
mow: 


His office, 3 is the Ss 


of the ſouls of men; and mercifully opens 
M me 
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their hearts ſo as to apprehend and receive 
divine truths, and if they are careful to 
retain his continual impreſſions, he then 


directs and governs them in all their actions, 
that they may perform thoſe things which 


are acceptable to God. 


If we live in the ſpirit, and are quickened 


by his influence, we muſt alſo walk in the 


ſpirit, following his directions. And the 


apoſtle tells us, that if we walk in the 
* we ſhall not fulfil the luſts of the 


fleſh—Gal. 5th chap. 16th verſe. Another 


office is to join us to Chriſt, and to make 


us members of that body of which our 
Saviour is the head. For by one Spirit 
we are all baptized into one body iſt Cor. 
12th chap. 13th verſe. This heavenly mo- 
nitor tempers our inclinations and affec- 
tions to a ready compliance with God's 
commands, and a hearty reſolution to do 
that which is pleaſing to him. He alſo 
inculcates thoſe pious and amiable virtues 
of ſoul which are requiſite for our well 


being both here and hereafter. 


3dly. I am to ſhew how his aſſiſtance 


may be obtained, _ 


And this is by prayer and meditation, 


for he is the ſpirit of prayer, and his aſſiſt- 


ance is procured by that: he alſo leads and 1 


directs us to it, becauſe he is that bond or 


union 
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union by which our hearts are united to 
God. The ſpiritual conjunction of our- 
ſelves with God, is by faith; which alſo is 


a gift of the Holy Spirit, and is obtained by 
prayer. When incenſe was offered in the 


temple of Solomon, the glory of the Lord 
filled the temple : ſo if we offer to God the 
_ incenſe and facrifice of prayer and praiſe, 
the temple of our hearts will be filled with 
the glory of the Holy Spirit. Let us, then, 
admire the mercy and gracious goodneſs of 


our God: the Father promiſes to hear our 


Prayers, the Son intercedes for us, and the 
Holy Ghoſt prays in us. Let us not reſiſt 


the holy impulſe, but be always ready to 
receive this heavenly gueſt : and let us keep 


ſtrict watch over our thoughts, words, and 
actions, leſt our conduct be ſuch as prevents 
his abode with us. And may this ſame 


Holy Spirit who inſpired the prophets, and 


was ſent to the apoſtles, and was, and 1s, 


directing to all Chriſtians who ſincerely 


deſire his aid and e may he alſo 
enable us to bring forth fruits worthy of 


his ſacred influence: for which cauſe he is 


ſent from the Father, through the interceſ- 


ſion of the Son, to whom be glory for ever 


8 and ever. 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER XI. 
Of the Trimiy. 


"HEN we are admitted into the 
rights and privileges of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, we are baptized in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt. Theſe three ever - bleſſed perſons. 
conſtitute that benign and merciful Deity 
which we call God. And although the 
ſcriptures teach us that there are three per- 
ſons in the Godhead, yet we are not to un- 

derſtand that there are three Gods, but 
three perſons in one God. Had our Saviour, 
who is the Son of God, not been equal with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, he would 
not have directed his apoſtles to baptize all 


nations in his name, equally with the other 4 


two; and if he had been inferior to them, 
he would not have commanded himſelf to 
be worſhipped as God. For why ſhould 


our Saviour defire all nations to enter into 


the covenant of ſalvation with himſelf and 
the Holy Ghoſt, equally with the Father, 


if they were not to be a bated as God, 
equally with him. 


Thus in the new teſtament our Lord and 
; his apoſtles teach us to pay homage and 
755 adoration 


1 


adoration to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
as the only one true and living God. 


There is no reaſon why any ſhould object 


to this doctrine of the trinity, ſince a plu- 


rality of perſons in the Godhead ſo plainly 


appears by abundance of texts in the old 


teſtament. Firſt, from theſe words, in the 
1ſt chap. of Geneſis, and the 26th verſe, 


Let us make man in our own image. And 


again in the 3d chap. and 22d verſe, Adam 
is become as one of us. And again in the 


11th chap. and gth verſe, And Jehovah 
ſaid, Come let us go down and confound 
their language. T heſe texts, and many 
others which might be produced, clearly 
declare a plurality of perſons. And being 
the words of God, we muſt, as St. Hilary 
admoniſhes, learn from God himſelf what 


we are to underſtand concerning him. We 
cannot be miſtaken if we {ſpeak and think 


of God in the ſame manner as he himſelf. 


does. Therefore, when the Divine Being 


ſpeaks of himſelf in the plural number, we 
certainly cannot do wrong, if we believe a 


plurality in the Godhead. But it may be 


objected that it always has been cuſtomary 


for kings and great princes to ſpeak of them- = 


ſelves in the plural number, no wonder 
then that God, who 1s the mighty Ruler of 


1 World, ſhould uſe this form of ſpeech. 
To this I anſwer, oat this was not the 
cuſtom _ 
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cuſtom of the Hebrews, neither does this 
way of ſpeaking appear to be uſual in their 

language; for, in the ſcriptures, all edicts 
of kings and princes are publiſhed 1 in the 
ſingular number. 


It 1s alſo imagined by ſome, that God 
might addreſs himſelf to ſome of the 
heavenly inhabitants, as to the angels; 
when he laid, Let us make man, &c. But 
this error is ſoon done away when we take 
notice, that man was not made in the like- 

_ nels of angels, but in the likeneſs of God; 
And God ſaid, let us make man in our own 
image after our likeneſs. 


When the devil tempted and b 
our firſt parents to eat of the forbidden 
tree, he did not ſay, ye ſhall be as angels, 
but, ye ſhall be as Gods. And after their 
tranſgreſſion, we read in the 3d chapter and 
22d verſe, God ſaid, behold the man is be- 
come as one of us. I will add one or two 
texts more in proof of this ſubject : Gen. 
19th chapter, 14th verſe, —And the Lord 
rained brimſtone and fire from the Lord out 
of heaven. Pſalm 110th, 19th verſe, And 
the Lord ſaid unto my Lord fit thou on my 
right hand, &c. Thus from the holy ſcrip- 
tures it appears that there is a plurality of 
perſons in the Godhead. 
Me may alſo, in proof of this, obferve. | 
that the word en which is the * 
Or 


1 


for God, is the plural number. In the be- 
ginning Elohim created the heaven and the. 


carth. - this we perceive that the Deity 
conſiſts of more perſons than one. 


Now if we are, from the above citations, 
convinced of the plurality of God, we muſt 
conſider next, of how many perſons the 


 _ Godhead conſiſts; and many places of the 


old teſtament intimate and declare that they 
are three, and neither more or leſs. Pſalm 
3 verſe öth ,—By the word of the Lord 
the heavens were made, and the hoſt of 
them by the ſpirit of his mouth. Here we 
ſee that the Lord, his Word, and his Spirit, 


are noted to be the maker of the world. 


But again, in Iſaiah, 48th chap. verſe 16th, 8 


wg the Lord God and his Spirit hath ſent 


Here alſo is mention of the three per- 


yo of God: one bang: ſent, and two 
ſending. 


If we look into the new teſtament, there 
is a clear manifeſtation of the trinity. iſt. 
In the baptiſm of Chriſt, zd of St. Matt. 
verſes 16th, 17th. Where the Father ap- 
| peared by voice, the Son in human ſhape, 
and the Spirit as a dove. Therefore we are 
ordered to baptize in the na: ae of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 


ET . here is alſo a revelation * this myſtery | 
mo our Saviour 8 ſending the Holy Ghoſt to 


"me 
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Being, to whom we have engaged ourſelves 
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the apoſtles. When the Comforter is come 
whom I will ſend unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of Truth. The three perſons 
are here diſtinctly mentioned, viz. The 

Holy Ghoſt who is ſent, the Son of God 


who ſends him, and the Father from whom 
he 18 ſent. St. John, in his firſt epiſtle, 


5th chapter, ſays, There are three that bear 


record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one. 


Many more texts from the ſcriptures of 


the old and new teſtament might be cited 
to confirm the truth of the three perſons 
in one God. If therefore we believe the 
ſcriptures, we cannot fail to have faith in 
this important point of religion. From 
what we have here before us, we may infer, 
that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are 


three perſons in one nature. The divine 
nature is the Godhead itſelf, and theſe 
three ever- bleſſed perſons ſubſiſting in that 


Godhead. With a little conſideration the 
holy trinity is not ſo myſterious as many 


imagine, even in theſe days of our fleſh, 


when we do, as it were, ſee through a 

_ glaſs darkly, in compariſon of the manner 
in which it will hereafter appear to us. 
In the mean time let us make our pravers, 


and ſerve and obey that great Almighty 
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by baptiſin; and give praiſe and glory to 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as the only 
true and living God. 
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Or TAE DuTits or THE CRISTIAN 
RELIGION. 


9 A P T E nk 1 
Of Piet. | 
T= things which pertain to God, and 


his worſhip, are diſtinguiſhed by the 


name of piety, or godlineſs: in like manner 


as our duty towards our neighbour is con- 


tained under the names of juſtice and cha- 
rity: and that towards ouriives 1 18 called 


50 temperance. | 


It is the firſt of theſe, viz. pi ety, which 


I have here attempted to delineate. Piety 


by many is ſaid (and that juſtly) to denote 
the whole Chriſtian N becauſe that 
is a doctrine according to godlineſs, and 
the whole duty which God requires of us, 
under that appellation; according to St. 

Faul, who fays, in the 4th chapter of his 

firſt epiſtle to Timothy, Godlineſs is pro- 
fitable unto all things, having the promiſe 
of the life that now Wh, 4 as well as that which ; 
15 to come. 

N Nz 5 
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In all things our duty towards God 
ought to be regarded as our principal end; 
whom indeed we ſerve and obey by diſ- 
charging the offices of juſtice and charity 
due to our neighbour. EE 


Piety, or the worſhip of God, is bene- 
ficial in procuring the health and peace of 
the ſoul, and in promoting and increafing 
the reward of future glory. It is alſo a pro- 
bable means, by our example, to bring 
others over to the faith and belief of thoſe 
things which make for our ſalvation. In 
ſhort, it's uſes are very many, and may be 


ſaid to be the fountain from whence all 


_ virtues flow. Hence St. Aguſtine defines 
piety to be the true worſhip of the true 
God; all the duties of good living being 
derived from it. 1 „ 


In piety the Emperor Theodoſius placed 
the felicity of a Chriſtian, and at his death 
recommended nothing ſo ſtrongly to his 

ſons, as that they ſhould preſerve true 

piety; becauſe from the practiſe thereof 
peace and all good things come. If hap- 
pineſs and comfort do not reſult from vir- 
tuous actions, is it to be ſuppoſed that they 
accompany a life of wickedneſs? for that 
is a condition which 1s ſeldom free from 
internal corroding reflections, that are hard 
to be ſtifled even in the greateſt profuſion of 
i: EE = _ worldly 


ie 


worldly ſplendour. But it may be objected, 
that pious perſons are oftentimes poor and 
miſerable, linger ont their earthly courſe in 
a need]y ſubſutence, or perhaps die for 
want. To this I anſwer, that it now and 
then, nay frequently, happens; but then 
God fully compenſates their deficiency of 
wordly joys, by ſupplying them with ſpi- 
ritual gifts, and filling their minds with 
comfortable hopes of eternal delights. 


True piety conſiſts in the ſincere worſhip 


of God, and i in promoting his honour and 


glory. Alſo, in the love of our neighbour, 
having a heart always diſpoſed to execute 
thoſe offices which Chriſtianity and huma- 
nity dictate. And in regard to ourſelves, 
it conſiſts in temperance, in the denial of 
worldly things, and in ſubduing our paſ- 
ſions. St. Paul, in his iſt epiſtle to Tim. 


aft chap. and 27th verſe, ſays, Pure reli- 


gion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, to viſit the fatherleſs and the 


widows in their affliction, and to keep = 


| himſelf unſpotted from the world. 
There are ſome who argue, that piety * 


inconſiſtent with the buſineſs and pleaſures 


of life, which things are fo neceſſary to our 
well-being here : they alledge, that it takes 
up too much of their time and thoughts ; 
that it kits heavy upon the ſpirits, 1s an 

5 "obſtrution 
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obſtruction to ſucceſs in commercial affairs, 
and renders them unfit and unacceptable to 
ſociety and good company. But this plea 
is ſoon confuted, by conſidering the object 
of our piety, and the means propoſed by 1 it, 
and contained in it. 


The object of our piety or devotion is 
that Divine Being who has revealed himſelf _ 
in the ſcriptures, maniteſted himſelf by his 
works of creation and providence, who 
made heaven and earth, by whoſe goodneſs 
we enjoy the genial warmth and fruitfulneſs 
of ſpring and Fſummer, and by whoſe power 


we experience the awful horrors of winter; 


it is that God who made a covenant with | 
Abraham and his poſterity, who delivered 

the Iſraelites from the Egyptian bondage, 
who made known his will to them in the 


law and the prophets, and, by the merciful 


act of redemption, has put it in the power 


ol his creatures to obtain ſalvation and an 
| heavenly inheritance upon moſt gracious 


terms, eaſy and neceſſary to be obſerved for 
the peace and happineſs of ſociety. The 
means contained in piety, and the end pro- 
poſed by it, are promiſes of a quiet life 
here, and an eternal reſt with God in 

| heaven. Whatever frightful and abfurd 
_ notions men may entertain of religion, and 


of the reſtraints that a virtuous life puts 


them upon with reſpect to n, pleaſures, | 
* 
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yet they are groundleſs and without foun- 
dation: for fo far is piety from obſtructing 
the joys and comforts of life, that it enables 
us to enjoy life to greater perfection. 
Neither does it retard the ſucceſs of our 
temporal affairs, for it's precepts enjoin 
truth, juſtice, moderation or temperance ; 
virtues which not only are apt to beget 


reverence and reſpect from all with whom 


wie have intercourſe, but likewiſe are a na- 
tural means of proſperity and ſucceſs. 
Moreover the practice of piety and virtue 
is the end we were ſent into the world for, 
that ſo we may be qualified to enter upon 
that great and bleſſed eſtate in heaven, for 
which God has deſigned us. Unſpeakable 


and tranſporting pleaſures cannot fail to 


ſpring up in the minds of thoſe perſons 
Whole conduct gives them hopes that they 
are in God's favour, and have a fair proſ- 
pect for happineſs in the other world. Un- 
utterable muſt be the joys of their hearts, 
when they contemplate that they are ſoon 


to aſcend up into heaven, to be received 


with congratulation by their Saviour into 
the friendſhip of the powerful Monarch of 


the World, to be preſent with and to be 


known by angels and archangels, and that 


their continuance there is to be for ever. 


Such meditations (which conſcious inno- 
| cence always produces) will diſpel far on 
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the gloom of death, the fear of judgment, 
and the terrors of eternal miſery; they 
make a man reſigned to all the circumſtances 


of life, moderate in proſperity, and patient 
in adverſity. 


But it is not ſo with the wicked, and 
thoſe who ſeek for ſatisfaction and delight 
in temporal things, and on them beſtow 
their attention and time. Unhappineſs, 
vexation, and pain, are at the end of all 
their purſuits ; ; and they find the higheſt 
terreſtrial joys to be mixed with evil. Pure 
happineſs is not to be attained in our pre- 
ſent ſtate: yet when we behold the proſ- 


perous man of the world, in whoſe coun- 


| tenance we think we can diſcern 0 gon 
of comfort and content, we fondly pr 8 
nounce him happy, and think him to Cave 
arrived at the height of his wiſhes, But 
if his pampered appetites have ſolely em- 
ployed his care, and he has ſought nothing 
higher than the groſs pleaſures of this world, 
we may be {ure our judgment has been too 
haſty. If the ſervice of God has not been 
his conſtant care and chief delight; if 
wickedneſs has filled up the greateſt part of 
his time, hindered him paying the incum- 
bent debt of praiſe and glory to his maker, 
and of preparing for f 
lived neglectful of theſe things, we may be 
certain that he ſuffers from the ſuggeſtions | 
of his own mind. The Judgment we pals 


uturity ; if he has 
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upon the happineſs or unhappineſs of others 
from the ſanguine look of their complexion, 


or from outward appearances of any ſort, 


is raſh and fallactous. Alas! we know 


not how ſad and heavy a heart many a man 


carries under a fair outſide. Solomon ſays, 
the heart knows its own bitterneſs, and a 
ſtranger does not intermeddle with it's joy. 
The very recollection that we have of- 


fended God, and neglected our duty to him, 


1s ſufficient to deſtroy our peace of mind : 


and unleſs it is timely repented of, and re- 
linquiſhed, it will embitter every earthly 


delight; and, at laſt, entirely eradicate 
) On 


True pleaſure 1s only to be found in the 

walks of piety and virtue, for the thoughts 
and practices which proceed from their in- 
nocent dictates, leave no remorſe or ſting 


behind them. Laſtly, let us obſerve that 


piety is ſituated in the heart, and inwardly 
actuates the inclinations and frame of mind; 
and that it ſhews itſelf outwardly by a wil- 
ling obedience to ſerve God, to thew forth 

his praiſe and glory, and to do every Chriſ- 


tian duty to mankind, for our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt's fake, the mediator of the new co- 


venant. And may God grant that we 
may be partakers of the bleſſings promuſed 


thereby. 
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CHAPTER I. 
Of Faith. 


LAT H is the believing ſuch things as 
F reaſon and arguments merely human 
could never have made clear to us. It 1s 
the embracing with a chearful readineſs 
whatever diſpenſation God is pleaſed to 
make to mankind, with a full Dr to 
perform and practice accordingly. And of 
all the diſpenſations of religion that God 
has vouchſafed to the world, the Chriſtian 
revelation informs us the moſt clearly of our 
duty towards God; and upon what terms 
he will accept or reject us at the laſt day. It 
alſo directs us how we are to demean our 
| ſelves towards our neighbour and ourſelves ; 
and if we have faith in the gracious cove- 
nant of the goſpel, we are ſatisfied that we 
have it in our power ſo to act as to procure 
for ourſelves an eternal bleſſing. 
The profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion, 
without faith, will be of no avail, and will 
not entitle us to any of the benefits Chriſt 
has purchaſed for us: for not being poſ- 
ſeſſed with a firm belief of what is therein 
contained, we cannot be ſaid to have faith; 
and our duties of adoration as not e 
rom 
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from the heart, are not ſincere; therefore 


not acceptable to God, or elfectual to 
ſalvation. 


Though faith is the "ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen, 


yet we are to proceed upon rational grounds; 
and therefore we are not left deſtitute of 


teſtimony ſufficient, both inward and out- 
ward, to induce our belief. God has not 
left bünfeif without witneſs: he teſtifies to 


the truth of what we believe, by that in- 
ward light and ſatisfaction we enjoy in 
beheving. He teſtifies to it outwardly by 
_ thoſe probable arguments and motives of 
_ credibility which engage the aſſent of in- 
partial and conſidering men. So that 
although the object of our faith does not 
come to us with the evidence of ſenſe and 
_ demonſtration, yet there are ſo many cir- 
cumſtances of probability as give us the 
higheſt degree of moral aſſurance, and ſuch 
as every conſiderate man muſt confefs it 
_ unreaſonable to miſtruſt or deny. 


The faith that is required of us, is that 


of the Chriſtian religion; and perhaps, 
from the following obſervations, we may 
think! it reaſonable to aſſent to it's doctrines. 


When we are convinced and acknowledge 


- that it is the duty of man to worſhip and ſerve 
God according to his divine will, it is ne- 


92 ceſſary 
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ceſſary that we have faith in, and conform 
to, the revelations he 1s pleaſed to make. 
The patriarchs, and thoſe who hved under 
Moſes's law, believed their inſtitutions and 
ceremonies to be preſcribed by the Lord 
himſelf; and accordingly ſtrictly obſerved 
them. It is by faith in the Chriſtian reh- _ 
gion that we hope to be ſaved; a religion 
whole inſtitutes and precepts are altogether 
reaſonable and neceſſary; enjoining piety 
towards God, and juſtice and morality to- 
wards our neighbour. The things whereof 
our faith and belief is required are prin- 
cipally theſe, viz. that piety and virtue will 
gain the approbation and the favour of God, 
and hereafter. be rewarded with eternal 
glory: and that fin and wickedneſs will 
incur the wrath of God; and that, per- 
fiſting therein, he muſt inevitably be trans- 
ferred into that utter darkneſs, where is 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Whoever 
is poſſeſſed with a belief of theſe things will 
be. careful ſo to act as he may not be de- 
prived of the ineſtimable joys of heaven, 
and will not permit any bait of pleaſure to 
entice to thoſe things for which he muſt here- 
after pay ſo dear. This then 1s the belief 
to which Chriſtianity requires our aſſent, 
faith, and practice: inſuring peace and a 
good conſcience in this life, and, in the 
next, a happy immortality, — 
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CHAPTER III. 
Of Hope and Truſt in God. 
HOEVER has a firm hope and 


confidence in God, endures with 
chearfulneſs the afflictions incident to this 


life; and is enabled to bear the worſt things 
that can befal him, with fortitude and 
patience. The troubles and diſquietudes 
which make miſerable the irreligious and 
profane, and cauſe them to fink under their 
burden, do, on the contrary, enliven the 


hearts of thoſe who truſt in God, and con- 


firm their belief of his interpoſition in 
earthly occurrences; that a ſparrow does 
not fall to the ground without his no-. - 
ledge, and that the hairs of their head are 
all numbered: thus ſatisfied of his provi- 
dence, they are contented and happy in all 


e eee But as I have undertaken to 


explain the doctrines, duties, and precepts 
of the Chriſtian religion, 1t may be expected 


that I ſhould give you the definition of this 


| ſubject. 


Hope, 1 in a Wee ſenſe, 1 is the. 


6 expectation of ſome future good, to be ob- 
tained from God, through Chriſt, whereby 
the mind 1 1s ſtrengthened and ſupported 1 in 


trials 
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trials and temptations, the anxieties of hfe 
diminiſhed, and faith in the divine promiſes 
confirmed. It is a principal part of religion; 
for thus ſays the Pſalmiſt, in the 37th 
Pſalm, and zd verſe, Hope in the Lord and 
do good; dwell in the land and feed on 
mL e 
Next let us conſider it's advantages, 
which are many. Hope, and truſt in God 
incline us to piety and devotion towards 
him; and make us fearful to offend him 
whom we eſteem our benefactor, protector, 
and deliverer. By the apoſtle it is called an 
anchor of the foul: for as a ſhip is ſtaid by 
it's anchor from tempeſts, and guarded 
_ againſt rocks and ſhallows; ſo hope pre- 
| ſerves our ſouls, left they ſhould be over- 


come and ſeduced by the temptations or 
blandiſhments of the world. A reliance on 


and refignation to the diſpenſations of pro- 
vidence, produce ſerenity of mind, and 
freedom from anxiety, which exceedingly 
contribute to the length and felicity of life. 
If troubles beſet us, or difficulties occur in 
buſineſs, both which are very common ; if 
either of theſe happen, and are within our 
power to remedy, the chearful reſigned man 
ſets himſelf in good earneſt to remedy and 
overcome them; and inſtead of giving way 
to a dejected deſpondency, does the ». Athy 
he can, by prayer and exertion, to bone 


in 


his condition; and not only patiently, but 
pleaſantly, with philoſophic heroiſm, wades 
through the difficulties. Whereas the man 
whoſe whole dependance is on the world, 
and whoſe truſt is not in God, inſtead of 
bearing his afflictions and misfortunes with 
patience, greatly increaſes them, by his 
anxiety and foreboding fears. 1 
The evils of life which are out of human 
abilities to remedy or prevent, are piouſly 
and calmly endured by thoſe who wiſely 
conſider, that whatever God does 1s beau- 
tiful in it's ſeaſon. They have a firm faith 
that God knows what is beſt and fitteſt for 
J 
Hope and truſt in God is not only a 
duty we ought not to neglect, but alſo that 
which we ſhould do for the ſake of our own 
quiet and content; it being a certain 
method to acquire true happineſs, either in 
a proſperous or an adverſe ſtate. Whoever 
believes the exiſtence of God, and that the 
world is governed by his almighty wiſdom, 
is ſatisfied that whatever befals them is by 
his approbation and direction: and altho' 
he may now be unable to reconcile the ſur- 
prizing events that often happen, with 
God's gracious goodneſs ; yet the time will 
ſhortly come when he will be convinced that 
his condition and circumſtances were ſuch 
as beſt conduces to our eternal — 
1 1 T ” _ 
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Let us never give way to deſpondency of 
heart, but always have hope and truſt in 
God; for that is an expreſſive teſtimony of 
our ſincerity towards him, and therefore 
our worſhip and ſervice will always be ac- 
ceptable in his fight. For whoſo putteth 
his truſt in the Lord, mercy embraceth him 
on every ſide. 


CHAPTER IV. 
of Charity. 


M 0 NG the theological virtues, 
charity, although the laſt in order, 
yet is the firſt and the greateſt with reſpect. 
to it's uſes and profitableneſs; becauſe it is 
the bond of perfection, and the fulfilling of 
the law. Charity, or love, is that affec- 
tion of the heart by which God is preferred 
before all things: whom the righteous and 
devout eſteem their chiefeſt good and 
greateſt joy; to whom all their deſires flow, 
and all the thoughts and intents of their 
hearts are inclined. 


From a conſideration of the love of God 1 


towards us, we are excited to a return, and 
to declare our love and charity for God, by 
acts of kindneſs and affection to our bre- 

thren. 
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thren. The innumerable benefits which 


God beſtows upon us, forces us to love and 
adore ſo munificent a benefactor. Where- 


fore St. John writes, in his firſt epiſtle, 


4th chap. This is love, or charity, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us. 


Charity, or giving alms to thoſe that are 


in want, is an indication of our love to 
God, and is therefore profitable to our ſal- 


vation: but if it proceeds from pride and 


oſtentation, from a vain deſire of being 


thought liberal, it will be of no avail to us. 


That is true charity which ſprings and 
grows out of a true love to God, and for 
his ſake diſcovers itſelf in acts of bounty to 
men; in feeding the hungry, and clothing 
the naked, CC 0 


But it may be faid, that people may 


| beſtow alms upon diſtreſſed objects from 
motives of humanity only; without any 
view of gratitude to God, or any defire of 


making a return to him for the bleſſings 
they enjoy: for it is affirmed by ſome that 
it is impoſſible for a human being to ſee a 


fellow - creature, languiſhing and pining 
away for want, pale with hunger, or 
5 pcs with cold, or labouring under a 


ore diſeaſe, and not contribute to their 


relief. To this anſwer, that thoſe perſons 
who do not retain a grateful ſenſe of God's 


-- love 


r 


love for man, and have not in themſelves 
a ſpirit of love and devotion to God, will 
have no compaſſion for their fellow-crea- 
tures; their hearts are hardened againſt all 
tender feelings for diſtreſs and affliction, 
though preſent to their ſight in ever ſo 
ſhocking a ſhape or direful circumſtances, 
_ Infidelity and inhumanity are united com- 
panions in the breaſts of the impious and 
y.. 
Indeed charitable things may now and 
then be done by ſome who have a proſpect. 
of worldly advantage; but God, who knows 
the ſecrets of the heart, marks their deceit, 
and diſdains the hypocrite. 
True charity proceeds from the love of 
God, and ſhews forth itſelf in love towards 
mankind ; in feeding the hungry and cloth- 
ing the naked, and in making a proper uſe 
of the talents God has beſtowed. A right 


and proper uſe of this world's goods, con- 


fiſts in diſtributing them (like good ſtewards, 
with reaſon and diſcretion) to the needy and 
diſtreſſed ; and providing and ſuſtaining 
God's creatures. „„ nn 
| Thus have I ſhewn you what charity is; 
I will next conſider who are the objects of 


charity. And they are the your in general, 
ev 


the diſtreſſed and afflicted of every denomi- 
nation: but among them there may be a 


difference and dictinction made. 


The 
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The aged and infirm claim the firſt ſhare 
in this amiable duty; who are unable, 
through length of days, to ſupport them- 
ſelves by labour, and therefore muſt become 


_ dependant upon the proviſion made by the 


laws of our country, or the V of the 


pious and humane. 


The fatherleſs and widow, whin, by the -- 


| relentleſs ſtroke of death, have been deprived 
of the only prop and ſupport of the family ; 


theſe ſhould be the next in our care and 
concern for God's creatures: here miſery, 


ſorrow, and want abound with all poſſible 
ſeverity ; their only joy and comfort is gone; 
and they, helpleſs and forlorn, are expoſed 
to the inſulting world, unable and unfit to 
contend with and endure the united aflaults 


of reproach, cruelty, and diſtreſs : thither 


then let the merciful hand of charity be 
ſtretched forth to their protection and relief. 
Next, let not the ſtewards of God, to whom 
he has committed the talent of riches, over- 


look the helpleſs and indigent orphan ; 3 


| Whoſe parents, by divine decree, are hur- 
_ ried from terreſtrial ſcenes, and not allowed 
to perform for their child the fond —ͤ— 

duties. 


Again, when Sethe viſits the Family « of . 


the labourer, or poor mechanic, who in 
their better days of health and Mur can 
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only procure a ſcanty ſubſiſtence, they then 
become pitiful objects, and needy claimants 
of charity and kindneſs. _ 85 
Since I have taken upon me to give ſome 
hints by way of exhortation, and to ſher 
wherein this duty for the love and gratitude 
we have for the creator may be profitably 
teſtified and practiſed towards his creatures: 
T1 hope therefore it may not be took amiſs, 
if I ſolicit for a ſet of people who are ſeldom 
thought fit objects of compaſſion, viz. the 


common beggar : but here reaſon and dif- 


cretion ſhould be uſed to prevent impoſi- 
—_ Ss 1 
Firſt, then, the aged beggar, who, tot- 


tering under a load of years, and trembling 


With poverty and diſtreſs, ſeems to demand 


5 pity and charity from the moſt obdurate 
* „ 1 


a 2dly. The poor ſoldier or failor, who, 


in the ſervice of their country, have loſt 
their limbs, ſhould never be unfeelingly 
| ſpurned from the door; but we ſhould moſt 
readily contribute to their relief, and never 


ſhould we ſhut our bowels of compaſſion 
from them: for we muſt do violence to our 
_ own feelings before we can refuſe to alle- 


| viate the diſtreſs of the mangled ſoldier or 
— . 
The ſmall relief which the poor men- 

dicant requeſts perhaps may be ſpared with- 
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his abode on earth, ſhewed the moſt affec- 
tionate kindneſs; left the ſtricteſt injunc- 
tions for their protection, and denounced 
the ſevereſt threats againft their perſecutors 
and oppreſſors. In the 6th chapter of St. 
Luke he gives this command and promiſe, 
Give, and it ſhall be given to you again; 
good meaſure preſſed down and ſhaken to- 
gether, and running over. For with what 
meaſure ye mete it ſhall be meaſured to you 


c 
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out much inconvenience, as it is difficult 


to diſcern impoſitions, and hard to deny 


ſo trifling a demand to a fellow-creature, 


who equally bears the image of his maker, 


and is alike endued with an immortal foal, 


and for whom our bleſſed Redeemer ſuffered 


for their reconciliation. — 
Within the precincts of our own pariſhes 


we may always know who are proper objects 
of pity and compaſſion ; let us therefore 


never turn our backs upon the poor, or 


with a ſcornful, imperious air, ſpurn from 


the door thoſe to whom our Saviour, during 


again. And in the 5th of St. Matthew, 


Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 9 5 
mercy. St. James denounces this threat, 
in the 2d chapter of his epiitle, But he ſhall 


have judgment without mercy, that hath 


ſhewed no mercy, In the parable of La- 


zarus, unkind and haughty treatment to 


the poor is grievouſly reproached and dread- 


tully 
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fully puniſhed. Let us then, as good and 
faithful diſciples, after the example of our 
divine Law-giver, abound in love and cha- 
rity one to another; and in particular be 
always ready to aſſiſt and help thoſe who 
ſtand in need of protection. We cannot 
do a more acceptable ſervice to God than 
this; nor can we ſhew greater tokens of our 
love and fidelity to him, than by beneficence 
to our needy brethren. St. Paul tells us, 
That pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this; to viſit the fatherleſs 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himſelf unſpotted from the world. If we 
truly love God we ſhall alſo love our fellow- 
creatures, who are his image. And as we 


are continually receiving innumerable and _ 
great benefits from our almighty Benefa&tor, 


let us ſhew forth our grat:.ude and thank- 
fulneſs by charity, which, the apoſtle ſays, 
covers a multitude of fins ; ſo may we hope 


that as we have had compaſſion on others, 


| God will be merciful unto us, and forgive 
ns our hns; 555: V 
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CHAPTER V.- 
Of Humility. 
a UMILITY, (as St. Baſil teaches,) is 

a virtue that proceeds from a modeſt 
opinion of ourſelves ; and an abhorrence of 


that notion which ariſes from a vain eſteem 


of our own abilities; and in thinking 
Others to be ſuperior to us. „„ 
St. Auguſtine makes humility to be two- 
fold. iſt, that by which a man humbleth 
himſelf in confeſſing his fins, and not pro- 
feeſſing himſelf to be righteous. In which 
ſenſe this ſaying of our Saviour's is under- 
ſtood; Whoſoever exalteth himſelf ſhall be 


abaſed, and he that humbleth himſelf ſnall Ie 


be exalted. The other is, that by which a 
man 1s humbled by ſome tribulation or de- 
jection, which he may perhaps bring upon 
| himſelf through his pride, or it may be that 
wherein he may be exerciſed as a trial of his 
patience ; according to the 118th Pſalm, 
verſe 66th, Before I was afflicted I went 


St. Bernard defines humility to be a con- 


3 tempt of a man's own worth ; and, in his 


. diſcourſe concerning the degrees of humility, 


| 
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he ſays it is a virtue whereby a man, thro 
a moſt perfect knowledge of himſelf, appears 
vile, and of little eſteem in his own fight. 


Some writers deſcribe 1t to be the parent 
of order, of concord, of peace, of charity ; 
and affirm, that humility 1s the head of all 
the virtues. e 


S8 t. Hilary obſerves, that our Saviour hath 
taught us, that all the rewards of faith are 
contained in humility. Our Lord indeed 
has left us a ſtriking example of this virtue, 
when he aſſumed human nature; and par- 
ticularly enjoined the ſame to his diſciples 
and followers, both by his words and 
actions. Learn of me, ſays he, for Iam 
meek and lowly in heart. In the life of 
our Saviour we perceive a wonderful pro- 
penſity to inſtruct and direct us to this duty: 
his birth, his education, his meek behaviour 
before his accuſers, amidſt the moſt out- 
rageous affronts ; his patient enduring the 
moſt ſhameful death, by the judgment of 
man: and, as the apoſtle ſtates, When he 
was reviled he reviled not again, when he 
ſuffered he threatened not, but committed 
himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. 


 Thedignity and excellence of this virtue 


may be learnt from the 5th chapter of St. 


Matthew ; where our Lord, in delivering 
his divine doctrine on the mount, began 


( 12t ) 
with this ſaying, Bleſſed are the poor in 
ſpirit, for their's is the kingdom of God. 


St. Auguſtine tells us, that by the poor in 
| ſpirit we are to underſtand the humble. 


St. Cyprian ſays, © This is the firſt 
entrance into religion; and that whoever 
e would live piouſly, let him think humbly 
of himſelf, not haughtily.” Humility 
is the foundation of piety, from which * 
is inſeparable. 


What is greater wealth than humility ? 2 
what more precious can be found than this, 
| whereby the kingdom of heaven is pur- 
chaſed, and divine grace acquired. The 


neceſſity of being humble is plainly declared 
by the anſwer our Lord returned to this 


queſtion of his diſciples, Who is the greateſt 
in the kingdom of heaven? Verily, I ſay 
unto you, except ye become as little chil- 
dren, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. And upon another occaſion, he 
ſaid, When ye ſhall be invited to a dinner, b 

fit down in the loweſt room. Our Lord, 

in this laſt inſtance, applying his diſcourſe 
to the Phariſees, preſſed upon them the duty 
_ of humility, and declared to them the danger 
of pride; to which God is fo great an 

enemy, that, in his ordinary government 
of the world, proud people are generally 
ane means or other abaſed, and brought 


. "MW 
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to ſhame and contempt : and thoſe who are 
low in their own fight, are commonly 
exalted. For whoſoever exalteth himſelf 
{hall be abaſed, and he that humbleth him- 
{elf ſhall be exalted. But if it does not fo 
fall out in this life, yet their humility of 
mind is pleaſing to God, and will be 
rewarded in the day of his righteous 
JC 8 
It was a ſaying of one of the fathers, 
that humility is of Chriſt, and pride is of 
the devil. Pride is the moſt expreſs image 
of the devil, and, as is generally ſuppoſed, 
was that which cauſed his rebellion and fall 


from heaven. Let us abſtain from the prac= _ 


_ tice of a vice, for which the devil and his 


angels were thruſt from heaven, and is 


hateful in the ſight of God and men; and 
let us inculcate it's lovely oppoſite, hu- 
mility: a virtue which chiefly characterized 
the Redeemer and Saviour of the world. 
Let us therefore not be backward to exerciſe 
this duty of humility, ſince the Son of God, 
a little before his death, aroſe from ſupper, 
and girded himſelf with a towel, and waſhed 
his diſciples feet, giving this command- 
ment, in the 13th chapter of St. John, 
verſes 14th, 15th; If I then, your Lord 


and Maſter, have waſhed your feet, ye ; 
ought alſo to waſh one another's feet. For 


L have given you an example, that ye ſhoulW | 
do as I have done to ou. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
O Temperance. 


| EMPERANCE 1s a virtue which 
jy preſerves a moderation in _ | 
| pleaſures, and reſtrains the ardour of thoſe 
paſſions, which if not kept within due 
bounds, become brutiſn; and theſe, in 
ſcripture, are often called the luſts of the 


VVV 
Temperance is two - fold, viz. ſobriety 
% (V 


Sobriety preſerves that mediocrity in the 


uſe of God's creatures ſo conducive to the 8 
health and duration of life, and to the 


vigorous exerciſe of thoſe powers whereby 
wie are to procure a ſubſiſtence. But it 1s 


3 impoſſible to preſcribe general rules con- 
| cerning ſobriety and temperance, on account 


of the difference of men's conſtitutions. . 
For one perſon being robuſt and healthful, 
is able to undertake and to be engaged in an 
employment that requires greater ſtrength 
of body; ſo another, who is of a more weak 
and delicate frame, is fit only for a vocation _ 
that requires him to exerciſe the abilities f 
his, mind, rather than of his body, _ 


a2 | Every 
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Every one onght ſo to uſe the good things 
of the world, of which, by the bleſſing of 
God, he is poſſeſſed, that may belt conduce 
to their own health, ſtrengthen their body, 

and enable them to perform the offices of 
| life with alacrity. Temperance, which 
Preſerves a mediocrity between abſtinence 


and exceſs, muſt here be our guide; and 


we muſt be aware, leſt by luxury and in- 
dulgence, and over pampering the body, 
we depreſs and weaken the mind, and render 
ourſelves unfit for the meditation of divine 


things. This caution our Saviour allo 


enjoins, in the 31ſt chapter of St. Luke and 
34th verſe, Take heed to yourſelves, leſt at 
any time your hearts be overcharged with _ 
ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs. And the 
apoſtle St. Peter, in his firſt epiſtle, 5th 
chapter, 8th verſe, ſays, Be ſober, be vi- 
gilant: as if, without ſobriety and tem- 
perance, it was impoſſible to watch, 
Neither muſt we feed our appetite with _ 
over nice delicacies, for that is not agreeable 
to the purpoſe of God's allowing us nouriſh- 
ment. This is mentioned as a crime in the 
parable of the rich glutton in the goſpel, 
St. Luke, the 16th chapter, who fared 
.: Jnnmptooully every day... ©. 
Another ſpecies of this virtue is chaſtity ; 
which directs that we ſhould not deſire un- 
„„ lawͤful 


E ) 
lawful pleaſures, and that we ſhould be 


moderate even 1n thoſe that are allowable. 
If we would practice true chaſtity, we mutt 
not indulge ourſelves in the fight of that 
which 1s unlawful; holy David prays that 


God would turn away his eyes, leſt they — 
behold vanity—Pfſalm 1 19th, verſe zyth. | 
And Solomon deſcribes the danger of not +. 
avoiding temptation, in Prov. 7th chapter, = 
„ e 3 


We muſt alſo avoid learning obſcene 
words, which are tokens of an impure 
heart; for out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth ſpeaketh. Indecent pic- 

tures, likewiſe, and reading obſcene books, 
are incitements to luſt and enemies to this 
virtue. Let us fly from every thing that is 
immodeſt, and be continually employed in 
ſome honeſt occupation or uſeful ſtudy: 
for nothing kindles carnal deſires more than 
idleneſs, and is deſervedly ſaid to be the 
root of every impure thought, and depraved 
imagination. Let us frequently and ar- 
dently pray to Cod, that he would inſpire 


| us with his Holy Spirit, that ſo we may be 
jree from vicious ideas. The frequent 
BW 2 reading and meditating the holy ſcriptures, 


and other good books, will be very helpful 
do the preſervation of chaſtity, will drive 
7 3 impure thoughts from the mind, and will 
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lead us in the pleaſant paths of innocence 
and happineſs. 


r 
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CHAPTER vn. 
Of Contentment. 


RUF contentment 1s not to be ob- 
tained by the acquiſition of tranſi- 
tory and worldly goods, as is vainly ima- 
gined by many. The ſoul being immortal, 
and of a nature exceedingly noble and 
worthy, cannot find happineſs and peace 
in things ſo much inferior to itſelf. It's 
origin is cæleſtial, and therefore can receive 
no enjoyment from vile and earthly things. 
Its happineſs then muſt proceed from having 
conformed to the will of the Creator; and 
leſt natural impreſſions, and the dictates 
of reaſon ſhould prove inſufficient for this 
purpoſe, Almighty God has declared in the 
goſpel, what we are to do for our happineſs 
and content, both here and hereafter. In 


that merciful revelation, and in an obedience 


to the precepts therein contained, true joy 
„ Zů;ñ 
5 The greateſt affluence of wealth, cannot 
afford quiet and content; becauſe terrene 
and finite things cannot ſatisfy the ſoul's 
. deſire, 
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deſire, which, being the image of God, can 

only be ſatisfied with that infinite good, 

from whom all that is truly deſirable flows. 
Neither riches, nor any thing external, can 
produce or reſtore tranquillity of mind; | 
this can only proceed from ſome internal 
cauſe. For by the act of death we are to 
bid a farewe ll to all things in the world; 
and this one reflection 1s a great allay to all 

_ It's ſhort-liv'd pleaſures, Often in the courſe 

of our lives do riches and good fortune for- 

| fake us, but this is always the caſe in death. 

We can carry nothing away with us when 

we die, neither can our pomp follow us. 


. Many ſeek for happineſs and content- 
ment in the pleaſures of ſenſe, but as they 


afford delectation to the body only, they are 


unſatisfactory; and ſorrow and remorſe 


generally follow as an immediate conſe- 


quence. Corporal joys have reſpect only to 


5 the preſent world; and as the ſoul of man 


is created for higher and nobler purpoſes, 

every thing therefore that is not conducive 
thereto, muſt fall ſhort of gratifying and 

producing content. 


True content is only to be experienced 
in the walks of religion, and in a conſcien- 
tious diſcharge of our duty to God: and 

whenever ſuch pleaſing reflections ſpring 

up in our minds, then we are in poſſeſſion 


of 


( 

of this great treaſure. If we are zealous 
to do the will of God, and are anxious to 
obtain an everlaſting inheritance in his hea- 
venly kingdom, we ſhall but little trouble 
ourſelves in the affairs of life, any more than 
_ neceſſity and prudence require. After the 
example of our great Maſter and his apoſtles 


we ſhall acquieſce and be contented in the 


ſtation in which providence has placed us. 
They who live according to the precepts of 
the goſpel, and whoſe chief aim 1s to prepare 


themſelves for futurity, are the truly rich | 


and happy : having their minds cultivated 
in the word of God, and refined from the 
polluting joys of the preſent life. Thus 


ſays the apoſtle, Contentment with god- 


Uneſs is great gain. Free from the anxiety 
and trouble which deſtroys the comfort of 
the ambitious, they are furniſhed with ſen- 
timents of a nobler fort, which they are 
careful to cheriſh ; ſenſible of their impor- 
tance in producing tranquillity here, and of 


the eternal benefit that will accrue to them | 


from ſuch a practice hereafter. 


Thus have I ſhewn you what content- 
ment is, viz. that it is a quiet temper of 
mind, ariſing from the comfortable re- 
flections of a pious life, which render a 
man contented and happy in any ſtation _ 
and circumſtances. I will next proceed to 


he 
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thew that this is a principal duty of 


Chriſtianity, 


| He whoſe mind is filled with worldly 
defires, is continually poor. We all have 


enough, if we are but contented in our 
condition, wherein God places us. St. Paul 


 fays, He is a rich man that doth not poſſeſs 


much, and hath need of httle. Whatever 


we have more than is ſufficient for the ſa- 
tisfying nature is needleſs to us, who muſt 


ſhortly paſs out of this life into another. 


And we brought nothing into this world, 


and 1t 1s certain we can carry nothing out, 


If we do not make a proper proviſion for 
our change, we ſhall be poor and miſerable 
indeed. It behoves us therefore to make a 


prudent uſe of the few years that God allows 


for our repentance and preparation: and 
this preparation cannot be made while men 
are full of trouble, imagining themſelves in 

a hazardous and low condition: it muſt be 

a mind fortified againſt misfortune, and 


reſolutely willing to acquieſce in the moſt 


afflictive and mortifying ſituation we can 


„„ 
A miſtake it undoubtedly is to build our 


hapes upon the fleeting things of the 22 


life, whoſe continuance is but for a ſeaſon; 


thoſe things which are eternal. 


but it is wiſdom to ſecure a poſſeſſion of 


R — 1. 


1 


That alone is true wealth which will be 
of ſervice to us in another life. Why ſhould 
we wiſh for greater riches than will ſerve 
for our paſſage? For more than competency 
is ſo far from bringing happineſs, that it is 
often an inſtrument of ſin; and conſe- 
quently the cauſe of ſorrow. When men 

have ſtruggled and toiled to acquire à for- 

tune, what is the conſequence? Are they 
nearer content, or farther from the grave. 
It is true they can enjoy this world's goods 
to a greater degree than others; and are 
more enabled to wallow in the pleaſures of 
ſenſe. But this is a poor felicity; for 
although they have a little good chear, and 
a merry life, yet as they live in oppoſition 
to God's will, they are likely to pay exceed- 
ingly dear. They that want fuch abun- 
dance may be as happy, and, if they have 
their health, have more content. A mo- 
derate eſtate is freeſt from temptations. 1 
Therefore it is beſt to be contented with 
neceſſaries: and there is nothing beſides 
food and raiment that is abſolutely neceſſary. 

It is not abundance, but a contented heart, 
that will be profitable to our future welfare. 
Let a little ſuffice then, if God is not 
pleaſed to give more. For our principal 


aim ſhould be to ſerve God and to ſeek the 9 


ſalvation of our ſouls. If we are anxious 
about the affairs of the world, we ſhall be 
diſcontented, 
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diſcontented, which is totally inconſiſtent 
with ja Chriſtian; whoſe duty it is to be 
happy in all the diſpenſations of providence ; 
becauſe he knows what is beit for us, and 
what we have need of, before we ak him. 
He can ſuſtain and raiſe us up to a com 
fortable ſtation, when to our thinking all 
hopes of ſupply are vaniſhed. Let us learn, 
with St. Paul, to be conteuted in whatſoever 
ſtate we are in; and have our minds raifed 
above the low grat thcations of this world, 
and free from it's pollutions ; and let our 
principal aim be to pleaſe God, and to 
ſecure an eternal reſt in heaven, where there 
are pleaſures for evermore. Let us, then, 
not deſpair or murmur at the providence of 
God, but be zealous in our duty to him, 
and we are ſure to be provided for. For 
the Lord is our . e we can 


. e 


CHAPTER 8 
 & Cnfuleratio. 


Y confideration here” 18 meant an 
examination of the conſcience and 
ſpiritual ſtate. To this end God has endued 
us with reaſon and reflection, whereby we 
R 3 may 
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may form and regulate our conduct ac. 
cording to his precepts, call our ways to 
remembrance, and con ſider how we have 
acquitted ourſelves in the diſcharge of the 
duties God requires of us. And, in the 
roms overture of the goſpel, we are 
ctly taught what thoſe duties are, and 
aſſured of the final event of our conduct. 
But fince in the midſt of buſy life, and 
of the various ſcenes which are perpetually 
ſoliciting our attention, we are liable ta 


[neglect this neceſſary duty; it behoves us 


often, if we would maintain our inte- 
grity and preſerve our happineſs, to review 


our paſt conduct, to commune with our _ 


'own hearts, and conſider our ways. The 
Holy ſcriptures abound with texts that en- 


join and adviſe this duty Pſalm 4th, verſe 
5th Stand in awe and ſin not; commune 


with your own heart, and in your own 


chamber, and be ſtill. And in 76th Pſalm, 
I have conſidered the days of old, and the 
years that are paſt, I call to remembrance 


my ſong; and in the night I commune with 


my own heart, and ſearch out my ſpirits. 
The prophet Haggai alſo directs us thus, in 
Ift chapter, verſe 5th, Conſider your ways. 


This duty of conſideration, of examining 
our conſciences, and meditating upon our 


ſpiritual ſtate, is performed with the greateſt — 


Pleaſure and eee in privacy and ſo- 
litude 


„ 


nitude. In our ſecluded walks, free from 
the company of crafty and buſy world- 


Aings, we may then call ourſelves to an 
account of thoſe things which reaſon and 


religion direct, as neceſſary to our well- 


being here and hereafter : we may then 


revolve in our minds the pleafurable ſcenes 
that will follow, as a reward of our good 


actions; and reflect upon the miſeries and 
horrors threatened to wickedneſs. If the 


engagements of life will permit us to ſpend 

a part of the day in reviewing our ſpiritual 
concerns, either in our private walks or in 
our cloſets, we ſhall find it attended with 


the advantage of creating in us a pleaſing 


tranquillity of mind. But if our ſecular 
affairs will not allow us this leiſure, and we 
Are ſo-circumitanced as not to ſpare a ſhort 
ſpace of the day for this practice, then let 
Us, as St. Chryſoſtom 3 not neglect 
it when we retire to reſt. After we have 


offered our evening's ſacrifice of prayer and 
thankſgiving, and are laid in our beds, then 
ought we, 1 we reaſonably wiſh to preſerve 
Peace and complacency, to ſum up the tranſ- 
actions of the paſt day; to call to remem- 


brance the ſins we have committed either in 
deed, word, or thought; to repent of them; 
and alſo to root out of the mind every 


wanton thought, and every wicked imagina- 


tion. Never thould we ſuffer ſleep to ſteal | 
. . pen 
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upon us, before we have performed this 
neceſlary taſk. For here we can have no 
excuſe, —the buſineſs of the day is over. 
employ then a few ſilent moments in ſome 
ſuch ſoliloquy: O foul, we have ſpent 
another day together; what good have we 
done in it, or what evil have we committed? 
have we acted agreeably to the intentions af 
the Creator, and preparataty-ta our future 
ſtate? or have we, by fraud, maliee, or 
oppreſſton, forfeited the favour of God, and 
expoſed ourſelves to the terrors af eternal 
death? If, upon this ſelf- examination, we 
hall perceive and recollect that we have 


| | done good, let us thank God for it: but if 


we have committed evil, let us ſincerely 


repent, and pray for forgiveneſs; and 


deſeech Almighty God to | ſtrengthen us 
with the renewal of his divine grace. 


He who thus looks into his conduct, 
exerciſes many virtues ; and firſt of piety, 
becauſe he begins his examination with 
prayer and thankſgiving to God for the 
benefits and bleſſings of life: alſo, of hu- 
mility and penitence, for he acknowledges 
 Haimfelf a finner, and grieves for his crimes : 
and of hope and charity, for he truſts that 
he ſhall receive pardon of God, whom, as 
his Creator and Benefactor, he loves and 
refers above all things. He alſo fortifies 
elf 8 future ents, extir- 


be. |." | POD 


E 


pates depraved inclinations, aboliſhes wicked 


habits, and in their ſtead ſtores his mind 
with virtues, and renders it tranquil and 


ferene. This review of our lives and beha- 
viour is better to be taken frequently and 
daily, than to delay it until it is impoſed 


upon us by misfortune, ſickneſs, or old age; 
and our account appears ſo long, and 


marked with the commiſſion of ſo much 
evil, that the retroſpect greatly alarms and 


| terrifies us. It is more to our pleaſure and 


advantage to call home our wandering 


thoughts, and to conſider our ways, wlule 
we have ſome hope and confidence in God's 


' mercy, than to defer it till the reflection of 


our paſt life drives us to madneſs and 


In our ſolitary hours, when we are free 
from the diſtracting cares of life, let us 
frequently call ourſelves to account, and 
conſider how we have acquitted ourſelves in 


the duties God requires of us. In this re- 


tirement we may commune with our own 

hearts, and call our ways to remembrance, 
and reflect and meditate on the final event 
of our conduct; that fo, if we are purſuing 
the path that will lead us to the land of im- 


mortal and unſullied joys, we may go on 


with aſſurance; but if we have deviated 


from the right way, we may retrieve our 
ſteps before we are too much entangled in 


the 
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the bewitching allurements of vice. In this 
fcrutiny of our conduct we ſhall perceive if 
there be any fin which we have not repented 
of, and ſhall be truly ſenſible of the neceſſity 

of a ſpeedy repentance; we ſhall alſo be more 
apt to think of another world, and of the 
preparation requiſite for it. h 


CHA . 
8 Of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 


Tr we retain in our hearts a grateful 
J affection of the goodneſs and beneficence 


which we daily experience from the provi- 


dence of God, it will diſcover itſelf in a 
willingneſs to diſcharge the duties of praiſe 
and thankſgiving. In imitation of the 
ſweet finger of Iſrael, we ſhall be con- 
_ tinually revolving in our minds, and recol- 


letting innumerable inſtances of the divine 
favours ; like him, we ſhall remember his 


wonders of old, and meditate and muſe on 
all the works of his hands; and ſhall fay 
with the Pſalmiſt, Bleſs the Lord, O my 


foul ! and forget not all his benefits. But 


that we may always have a proper ſenſe of 
God's mercies, I will, in this chapter, ſhew 
2 e | that 


1 


chat the ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving 


is of right due to God, and which we are 
bound to diſcharge. 


| Reaſon and equity exhort to this fi 


for we are beholden to God for all the 
nary and enjoyments ; and praiſe and 


thankſgiving are, as it were, a kind of 


return for his benefits, which cannot other- 


wiſe be made than by the ſacrifice of our 
= th and proceeding from gratitude. They 

0 negleR this duty, defraud God of that 
right which he has juſtly acquired by his 


kindneſs and bounty to us; they alſo ob- 
ſcure his glory, not attributing to him the 
honour due. Such flight provokes the 
Almighty to withdraw his loving mercies 


from them, and to beſtow them upon others 


who are leſs unworthy ; as our Saviour told 


the Jews, in the 21ſt chapter of St. Matt. 


verſe 43d, Therefore ſhall the kingdom of 
God be taken from you, and given to 


| a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 


' Praiſe and thankſgiving is the moſt noble 
: af fition of mind with which we can be 


affected, becauſe it declares our gratitude to 
God for his benefits; none of which are 


indeed ſmall, but for the greateſt of them. 


we can make no other return than by con- 
feſſing them with heart and voice, and 
being thankful for them. Hence, ſays holy 


5 David, in the 116th Pſalm, What reward 
i ſhall. 


I aw —— — . —— 
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ſhall I give unto the Lord for all the benefits 


he hath done unto me? I will receive the 


cup of ſalvation, and call upon the name of 


the Lord. I will offer to the Lord the — | 


crifice of thankſgiving. 


This duty 1s very Frequenitly, i in che holy 


ſeri Pen mentioned among the chief and 


moſt acceptable offices of religion. For thus 


we read in the 51ſt of Iſaiah, 3d verſe, The 


Lord will comfort Zion, he will comfort 


all her waſte places, he will make her wil- 
derneſs like Eden, and her deſert Ike 'the 


garden of the Lord, joy and gladneſs thafl | 


be found therein, thankſgiving and thevoice 


of melody. One great means whereby we 


may be induced to render thanks and praiſe 
unto God is the conſideration of the worth 
and multitude of his benefits. It is from 
him we derived our being, and every pro- 
viſion made for our well-being; who alſo 
hath created us with immortal fouls im- 
preſſed with perſpicuous characters of his 
own divine eſſence, and capable of acting 
agreeable to his will, and conſiſtent with 


the innate and revealed knowledge of the 


future life. God is not only our creator, 
but preſerver; for in him we live, and move, 
and have our being. 


Although great and many are the divine # | 


beings and mercies Which we 4 and 


hourl y 
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hourly experience from the divine goodneſs,” 
yet the joys and delights which God has 
promiſed to thoſe who.love him and keep his 
commandments are much greater and more 
ineffable. The great apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
that he might commend the excellency and 
magnitude of cæleſtial happineſs, ſays, 

That eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of 


man to conceive the things that Cod hath 
prepared for them that love him. 


_ Gratitude requires not only that we are 
fondible of the benefits conferred, but alſo 
a faithful retention of them in our memories; 
and conſequently frequent reflections upon 
them. It requires thoſe who fear God to 


be always thankful to him from a conſidera- 


tion of his works, which are always juſt and 
good, although not always agreeable to fleih 
and blood. For it is the duty of a Chriſtian 
not only to give thanks to God in our proſ- 
perity, for the riches of his mercies, but 
alſo in adverſe circumſtances, which are ever 
highly diſtaſteful to our natural ſenſes, viz. 
for ſickneſs and diſgrace, and for all the trou- 
bles and diſaſters of life; for theſe we ought 


to be truly thankful, becauſe we are deemed 


worthy of the Almighty's paternal correc- 
tion. To be filled with chearful thankſ- 
Zivings in a proſperous ſtate, and to with- 
hold the rome of God when we are viſited 
ow TTT with 
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with any calamity, is inconſiſtent with the 
profeſſion of the goſpel. 85 
For as we are bound to return thanks 
tor our food, and all the bleſſings of life; 
ſo are we obliged to be thankful for ſuch 
corrections by which our ſenſes are refined 
and our manners improved. As the late 
learned and pious Dr. Barrow obſerved, 
„Whatever is graciouſly deſigned, and 
* proves conducive to our good, is fit 
matter of praiſe and thankſgiving.” For 
thus ſays St. Paul, Whom the Lord loveth 
he chaſteneth, &c. God thoroughly knows 


therefore he diſpenſeth to us accordingly. 
We ſhould moſt of us gladly embrace riches 
and power, little aware of the anxious cares 
and dangerous temptations to which they 
would expoſe us. The pleafures which they = 
enable us to enjoy, are ſpurious; they 
corrupt our minds, and .intoxicate our 
fancies with vain and unſatisfactory joys ; 
and make us apt to forget our heavenly 
Benefactor. But calamity of any ſort 
purifies and refines the wit, teaches us to 
Know ourſelves, gives us a clear perception 
| of the brevity and vanity of all earthly 
things, cauſes us to acknowledge our de- 
pendance upon a Supreme Being, and forces 
us to have recourſe to him for help. What- 
ever makes moſt for our real good we ought | 


the bent and inclination of our hearts, and 


1 
to be thankful for; and poverty and afflic- 


tion make men pious and wiſe; the former 


of which is ſaid to be the miſtreſs of wiſdom 
and invention. When 1s it thought that 
Job was in the moſt happy and ſatisfactory 


frame of mind ? when he had many camels, 
and flocks of ſheep, and herds of oxen ? or 

when he uttered with his voice, The Lord 
gave, the Lord hath taken away? Moſt 


people would be inclined to think the former 
to be the happieſt ſtate of mind. But neither 
of the two extremes of life which he expe- 


riencęed could prevail with him to renounce 
God, and his duty; for he was neither 
= elated i in proſperity, nor dejected in adver- 
ſity : in the ſevereſt of his ſufferings his 
mouth was filled with the praiſes of his 
Maker. Even when the wife of his boſom 


blamed him for retaining his integrity, he 


anſwered, Shall I receive good at the hand 
of God, and ſhall I not receive evil? In 
communion with his friends he ceaſed not 
to extol the praiſes of the Almighty ; who, 


(ſays he) commandeth the ſun, and it riſeth 


not, and ſealeth up the ſtars: who alone 
FN preadeth out the heavens, and treadeth 
upon the waves of the ſea: who maketh 


_ Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the 
_ chambers of the ſouth. 5 


If poverty and adverſity give us a diſreliſh 
* ſhort-liv d Joys of the world, and 
= | encite 
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excite us to purſue more earneſtly the purer 
delights of a good conſcience, and are pro- 
| fitable to our falvation, they then, conſe- 
quently, as highly merit our thanks as 
muchas affluence and abundance. It may be 
imagined by ſome that I have made an un- 
ſuitable digreſſion from the ſubject in hand, 
by proving that we ought to be thankful for 


afflictions; but in this reſpect I have the 


example of many writers who have done the 
ſame, eſpecially the ancient divines, who 
aſſert that afflictions are the medicines of 

our fouls ; and that they are arguments 
of God's good-will, inſtruments of virtue, 
comfortable preſages of future glory, and 
therefore fit matter of praiſe and thankſ- 


giving. N 


Another reaſon why we ſhould be thank- 
ful to God for viſiting and afflicting ns, 
particularly with adverſity, is this; becauſe 

riches and plenty expoſe men to many 

dangerous temptations, and are apt to ſwell 
them with pride: for often, inſtead of 
filling the heart of the poſſeſſor with grati- 
tude to God, they become the means of 
wickedneſs and vice; and, by intemperance 
and luxury, oaths, imprecations, and curſes 
are more frequenly heard to fall from their 
tongues, than either praiſe or thanks to God 
forthe mercies he ſhowers down upon them. 

One would hardly imagine ſuch conduct 
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poſſible, did not experience but too well 
confirm the fact. If riches and plenty have 
this effect upon us, it is more preparatory 
to our future happineſs not to abound in 
this world's goods; but, if it pleaſe God, 
it is more ſuitable to be bleſt with a me⸗ 
diocrity; or elſe to be in ſcanty and low. 
circumſtances. There are, it is to be hoped, 
many examples of piety and goodneſs among 
thoſe who abound in wealth ; and, on the 
other hand, it is to be feared that there are 
many inſtances of vice among the poor, and 
thoſe who are deſtitute of the bleſſings of 


8 life. 


No frame of mind, no temper of ſoul, 
can be more pleaſing to God than a heart 
gratefully ſeniible of his bleſſings and 
bounties ; and no duty or office of religion 
more acceptable to him than the ſacrifice of 
praiſe and thanſgiving. Let us, then, con- 
ſtantly begin and end the day with prayer 
and praiſes to our Maker; that ſo, by a 


pious life, we may abolith the fear of de Ah, 


and inſtead thereof have our minds filled : 
with lively hopes of a happy immortality, 


of a bleſſed reſurrection, and ari everlaſting = 


Inheritance with ſaints and angels in hea- 
ven; for innocency of manners, and 
obedience to God's commands, will enable 

us calmly to refign ourſelves into the eternal 

night of death, in hopes of Icy to RY. 
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CHAPTER I. 
of the Love of God. 
OD, who is the chiefeſt good, muſt 


neceſſarily be loved; and if we have 
either honour or gratitude we ſhall fulfil 


this command as perfectly as corrupt nature 


will allow. - We ſhall love God for our 
creation, preſervation, and, above all, for 
our redemption ; for in thoſe things he has N 
richly diſplayed his love towards us; daily 

conferring ſome kindneſs upon us; and, 
upon our repentance and amendment, for- 
giving us our treſpaſſes. 


Ihe love of God is the more excellent, 


becauſe while we were ſinners Chriſt died to 
ſave us—Rom. 5th chapter, 8th verſe. And 
his innumerable benefits beſtowed upon 


every one of us, individually, ſhould excite 

us to love him again; and ſhould convince 
us of our obligations to him. We ſhonld 

8 love 
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love him for tlioſe cæleſtial and future goods 
which he has reſerved in heaven for us, to 
the full conſummation of which, upon our 


ſtedfaſtneſs in his ſervice, he will admit us 
at the great day of account. 


I will now proceed to ſhew, firſt, what 
the love of God is: and, taken in a ſtrict 
ſenſe, it is an earneſt deſire that thoſe things 
which are pleaſing to God may be done both 
by ourſelves and others; that ſo we may ob- 
tain his favour and acceptance. 


It is the property of love to wiſh an union 
with the beloved object, to ſtudy to reſemble 
it, and carefully to avoid whatever may be 

c unacceptable, and diſſolve the connection. 
If therefore we love God we ſhall ſtrive 
to pleaſe him, by imitating him in acts 
of charity and kindneſs to each other, and 
by fulfilling his divine will. Now it is the 
will of God that we ſhould keep the com- 
maudments he has enjoined ; that we ſhould 
faithfully diſcharge the duties which his 
laws require, both towards God himſelf, 
and towards our neighbour. St. John, in 
his firſt epiſtle, chapter 5th, and verſe zd, 
ſays, This is the love of God, that we keep 


his commandments. And in the ſecond 
chapter and 5th verſe, he ſays, Whoſo 


keepeth his word, in him is the love of 


God verily perfected : that 1 1 he hath the 
true ſincerity of love. 


The 
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The keeping God's commandments is 
the plaineſt teſtimony of our love to him; 
and we read in the 2oth chapter of Exodus, 
that he will ſhew mercy to thouſands of 
them that love him and keep his command. 
ments. This, then, is the true love of 
God, viz. to fulfil his pleaſure, to perform 
the duties he requires, to render the honour 
and glory due to .um, and to return thanks 
for the bleſſings of his providence. And 
if we are thus affected with zeal towards 
God, we ſhall always be happy in his ſer- 
vice, and readily acknowledge that his 
worſhip ſhould poſſeſs the chief place in our 
thoughts and time, and ſhould be the 
leading principle of all our actions: in 
itimitation of David, in the 42d Pſalm, As 
the hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo 
panteth my ſoul after thee, O God. My 
NH ſoul thirſteth for God, for the living God; 
FF when ſhall I come and appear before God. 
In the 6th chapter of Deuteronomy, 
| Moſes, delivering the divine ordinances, 
ſays, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy foul, 
and with all thy ſtrength. And our Saviour 
tells us this is the firſt and great command- 
ment. In this precept of the love of God, 
all Chriſtian perfection conſiſts ; as the fa- 
thers and divines, both antient and modern, 
_ dictate: they affirm it to be the moſt ag” 
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of all virtues; and that there is nothing that 
more elevates and ennobles the mind, and 
improves it's faculties, than this cæleſtial 
paſſion of the love of God. It raiſes and 
refines our underſtanding, by freeing them 
from the baſe mixture of ſenſual corrup- 
tions; it reſtores our diſtempered minds, 
and lifts us up from the Hejected condition 
to which our guilt has reduced us, to the 
high and happy ſtate of the bleſt above. 
But leſt any ſhould be deceived by 
imagining themſelves affected with the love 
of God, when perhaps they are deſtitute of 


this excellent virtue, or at leaſt not affected 


as they ought, I will mention a few 
indications, by which every one, in an 


impartial ſurvey of himſelf, may know 


whether the true love of God be predo- 
minant in his heart. The firſt ſign or 
indication 1s a contempt of the world, and 
of all things in it; for the love of the 
world is enmity with God. The world 
offers to us things carnal and preſent: but 
it is the will of God, that by denying 
carnal and temporary things, we ſhould 
ſeek thoſe which are ſpiritual and future. 
The love of the world is contrary to the 
love of God, and the one extinguithes the 
other; neither is it poſſible for both to 
ſubſiſt in the ſame man: and our Saviour 
ſays, Ye cannot ſerve God and mammon. 
7 N 27. Boner 
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Either terrene things will be preferred to 


cæleſtial, or cæleſtial to terrene. It is 
expreſſly tanght in the ſcriptures, that the 
love of God is inconſiſtent with the love 


of the world and carnal pleaſures; thus 
ſays St. John, in his itt epiltle, 2d 


chapter, 15th verſe, If any man love the 5 


world, the love of the Father is not in him. 


He, therefore, who prefers ſinful delights : 


to the keeping God's commands, in him 
the true love of God is not. 


The ſecond indication is, the | joy that 


ariſes in our minds when we „„ 
fulfil the will of God, or when we ſee 


others act agreeable thereto; or, on the 
other hand, it is an hearty contrition for 
having offended God, and an unfeigned 
ſorrow for the tranſgreſſions of ourſelves 
and others ; and with ſuch love was holy 
David poſſeſſed, in 119th Pſalm, 136th : 
verſe Rivers of waters runned down mine 
eyes, becauſe they obſerve not thy law. 


Another teſtimony of our love of God,  - 


1s an ardent zeal for his honour and glory, 


which diſcovers itſelf when we hear his 
ſacred name wantonly blaſphemed. If, upon 


an examination of our hearts, we find 

ourſelves to be poſſeſſed with theſe or the 
like indications, then may we be certain 
that our heart 1 1s right with God. 


The 


„ 


The anſwer of our Lord to the young 
man in the goſpel, (who though he had 
abſtained from groſs impieties,) convinces 
us of the love and regard we ought to bear 
to God, and that no other object ought to 
come in competition with him. And if 

we properly conſidered the goodneſs of God 

towards us, we could not be otherwiſe than 
affected with reciprocal love. His kindneſs 
and compaſſion for man is infinite and 
unbounded ; which way ſoever we turn 
_ ourſelves, we behold inſtances of his love 
and favour; we behold the earth teeming 
with the richeſt exuberance; the wide ex- 
panſe of heaven decorated with lights for 
our uſe and convenience; his providential | 


care in ſuſtaining us through this life; and 


his unparalleled goodneſs in preſcribing 
laws, by the obſervation of which we may 
gain admiſſion into the bleſſed manſions of 
eternal reſt. Surely ſuch inſtances of love 
and favour merit a return of regard and 
obedience. And when a perfon is thus 
affected he muft feel ſuch tranſports of joy 
ſpring from the operations of divine love, 


as will cauſe him to renounce the empty 


and low ſatisfaction of life, and make him 
more earneſt to fit and qualify himſelf 
for the felicity of the fature ſtate: let us 
not fail to ſhew forth this act of obedience, 
but be careful to performit; as it will 
%% 3 1 render 
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render all other duties acceptable to God 


and ann to ourſelves. 1 5 


CHAPTER n 
of tbe Love Uo our Neighbour. 


c free us from all doubt concerning | 
the proper objects of our love and 


compaſſion, our Saviour, in the 10th chapter 


of St. Luke, has clearly pointed out who 


they are, and who is our neighbour, towards 

whom we may exert ourſelves in the humane 
and ſocial virtues of kindneſs and charity. 

For in the parable of the man who fell 


among thieves, our Lord has taught us that 


every one who ſtands in need of our aſſiſt- 
ance and relief is our neighbour, whether 

he be a friend or an enemy, a relation or 

a ſtranger, His principal aim was to ſhew 


that every object of our mercy is our neigh- 


bour, and whom God commands us to love 

our neighbour as ourſelves. How contrary 
was this doctrine to that of the Scribes and 
Phariſees ? How contrary to the ſentiments 
of many even at this day, who live for 
themſelves only, and care for none other 
in the world, being not in the leaſt moved 

or concerned for the ſucceſs or ſufferings | 
of others. 


Some 
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Some imagine that they fulfil this com- 
mand if they help and aſſiſt their kindred, 
Others eſteem thoſe as their neighbours, or 
at leaſt as the proper perſons of their kind- 


neſs and regard, of whom they expect a 
return for their favours ; but the poor, who 


are incapable of making ſuch reſtitution, are 


diſregarded. But if we deſiie to comply 5 


with this precept enjoined by the law, and 


confirmed by the goſpel, we muſt conſider 
every one as our neighbour to whom we 
have it in our power to do good; or, which 


is the ſame thing, we muſt conſider our- 


| ſelves as neighbours to all that ſtand in need 
of our charity and aſſiſtance. Thus we un- 
derſtand who is our neighbour. I will, m 


the next place, ſhew what 1s meant by the 
love of our neighbour. 


The love and kindneſs which we ſhew to 


others with a view of emolument and profit, 
is not that which the law and the goſpel 


require. It is the duty of man to love 
another, as being partakers together of the 


fame human nature: and it is the duty of 


a Chriſtian to embrace and rejoice in every 


opportunity of doing good to the members 
of Chriſt's body. In the 15th chapter of 
Deut. 7th and $th verſes, God has given 
this commandment, by Moſes ; If there be 
among you a poor man of one of thy bre- 
hren, within any of thy gates, which the 


: Lord : 


Lord thy God giveth thee, thou ſhalt not 
harden thine heart, nor ſhut thy hand 
againſt thy poor brother. And again God 
ſpeaks thus by his prophet Laiah, in the 
58th chapter, verſe 7th, Is it not to deal 
thy. bread to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the poor that are caſt out to thine 
houſe. And our Saviour charged his diſ- 
ciples, ſaying, This is my commandment, 
that ye love one another. The love of our 


neighbour, therefore, conſiſts in acts of 


benevolence, in aſſiſting and relieving others 
when we ſhe them poor, diſtreſſed, and in 


want of the neceſſary comforts of life; and, 
like the good Samaritan, in alleviating their 


miferies. When our poor neighbours are 
labouring under the preſſures of poverty, or 
when any calamitous accident befals them, 
then is the opportunity for us to exert the 
tender feelings of human nature, and to 
_ diſcharge the duties of the Chriſtian pro-: 
feſſion. . 


1 Next I will confider the necelſity of this 
 command.—By natural inſtinct it ſeems _ 
that man, has a feeling and compaſſion for 
man. The weakneſs of our nature provokes 
us to love one another, and convinces us of 
the need we have of the help of others; and 
are prompted by a ſenſe ot our own inſuffi- 
ciency to give relief to the needy. 
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But again, God has made all mankind of 
one blood, — Acts, 17th chapter, verſe 26th. 
And for that reaſon he wiſhes us all to live 
as brethren, children of the ſame common 
parent; that ſo, by this natural tye, we may 
be led to practice mutual love. Our neigh- 
bour is endowed with the ſame common 
nature with ourſelves; he is the expreſs 
image of us, a copy drawn by the ſame 
divine hand; of the ſame original; another 
ſelf; though perhaps attired in a different 
garb, yet there is nothing elſe different in 
-him from what we are, or may be : he has 


an equal right to the privileges of human 


nature, the protection of the laws, and the 
_ bleſſings of religion: he, as well as our- 
ſelves, has God for his friend, benefactor, 
and preſerver; and he has an equal claim 
and chance to the glories and joys of heaven. 
We allo are all of us regenerated by the ſame 


word and ſpirit, and in hope of the ſame 
_ falvation ; children of the ſame Father, and 


members of Chriſt's body. This love and 
charity for our neighbour is commanded by 


our Saviour and his apoſtles. This is my - 


commandment, that ye love one another, as 
J have loved you. And this precept he 


eeſtabliſhed by his own example. Laſtly, 


let us conſider the advantages attending this 
duty : and we ſhall find that the diſcharge 
of it anſwers a three-fold purpoſe. 1ſt. By 


nn 


it we fulfil the commandment of God; 
which is ſufficient, without any other argu- 
ment, to recommend it: for to pleaſe him 
is our chiefeſt good, and therefore ought to 
be our principal aim. 2dly. By it we be- 
nefit our neighbour, or thoſe whom accident 
and chance preſent as the objetts of our 
charity and compaſſion: and ſometimes, 
perhaps, by an opportune and momentary 
relief, we may conduce to the prolongation 
of life, and thereby afford a longer ſpace 
for repentance and preparation. zdly. By 
it we mitigate and quiet thoſe painful ſen- 
ſations, which few can help feeling at the _ 
ſight of miſerable and ſuffering wretches. 
We muſt offer ſome degree of violence to 
the finer feelings of nature, before we can 
turn a deaf ear to the cries of the afflicted : 
and muſt very much harden our hearts 
before we can (like the prieſt and levite) 
regardleſs and unmoved paſs by ſevere in- 
ſtances of misfortune and diſtreſs. How 
comfortable is the reflection of having raiſed 


the drooping ſpirits, and ſtrengthened and 


renewed the languiſhing body, of a brother, 

a fellow-creature, and a fellow-ſervant of 
God? How pleaſing is it to recollect having 
done good? how joyful to remember and 
to review inſtances of our compaſſion ? to 
ſee often the memorials of our kindneſs and 
beneficence? perſons whoſe exiſtence (under 
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God) is continued by pious humanity; 

whom a harſh word or a refuſal deſtroys; 

for withdrawing charity, and refuſing fuc- 
cour to the needy, they are immediately 
plunged into the utmoſt hunger and want, 
and finiſh a miſerable and painful life in the 
bittereſt diſtreſſes. No ingratitude ſhould 
force us to aſſume the hard-heartedneſs of 

the prieſt and levite; but allowance muſt 
be made for the illiterate carriage of thoſe 


who are deſtined to labour; their reaſon 


being uncult:vated, and their manners un- 
refined. The greateſt indignities and in- 


juries that were offered to him whoſe diſ- 
ciples we profeſs ourſelves to be, could not 
drive him from his purpoſe of doing good. 


For our Lord himſelf perfectly practiſed this 
precept, which he enjoined his followers; 


he condeſcended to live in penury and want; 


to endure a ſore travail; to ſuffer a painful 
death, for the ſalvation of mankind. And 
in the goſpel he hath declared, that the love 
and mercy of God will be denied to thoſe 
who have neglected and refuſed to ſhew 
mercy to their neighbours. Let us, then, 
take the hint of the good Samaritan; bind 
up the broken in heart, and heal their 


wounds; and be always diſpoſed to lend an 


helping hand to lift the poor from their 
diſtreſs: and conſider every one as our 
neighbour, and ourſelves as neighbours, to 
N 8 . 
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all whom we can aſſiſt. And, as our Sa- 
viour adviſed the lawyer, let us do likewiſe. 
And never turn our backs to any poor man, 
and then the face of the Lord will not be 
turned away from us. | 


CHAPTER. 
/ Private Devotion. 


AT ONE who are ſenſible of their own 


prayer is, or of the neceſſity of it. If we 


are only convinced of the exiſtence of the 


Supreme Being, from whoſe unlimited 


wants can need to be informed what 


bounty we receive all the bleſſings and 


neceſſaries of life, then our wants will excite 
us to pray, and teach us what to pray for: 
therefore I ſhall fay but little on this ſubject. 
Prayer is an argument of our own infe- 
riority and want; for thoſe to whom we 
direct our prayers we acknowledge to be our 
ſuperiors : we confeſs that we cannot have 
hat we pray for without ſuch aſſiſtance. 
| Now as we depend on Almighty God for all 
the neceſſaries and comforts of body and 
ſonl, for health, and even for lite itſelf, it 
is moſt reaſonable then that our addreſſes to 
him ſhould be frequent. Prayer is an 
5 . acknowledgment 
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acknowledgment of God' $ dent and 
dominion over us; it is an eſpecial act of 
religion, becauſe by it the greateſt honour 
is attributed to God. That Almighty Being 
to whom we pray, we ſuppoſe to be omni- 
ſcient, hearing all the prayers that are put 
up to him in every part of the world, un- 
derſtanding their ſecret pious reſolutions, 
and knowing the neceſſities and wants of all 
his creatures. This confeſſion the apoſtle 
made in the iſt chapter of the Acts, verſe 
24th, Thou Lord, who knoweſt the hearts 
of all men. In a ſtrict tenſe, prayer is only 


the petition of thoſe things which are ne- 


ceſſary and convenient for us: but if a 
greater latitude is taken in the definition off 
it, (as commonly is,) it alſo conſiſts of 
praiſe to God for his mighty and glorious 
works: of thankſgiving and gratitude for 
the numberleſs benefits we have received 
from him: of faith in him, becauſe we 
know him to be able and willing to grant 
our petitions, and, upon our forſaking ſin, 
to pardon and forgive according to the 
gracious promiſes of the goſpel. 


2dly. I will ſhew the neceſſity of prayer. 
—Our daily wants, the weakneſs and in- 


firmity of our nature, and the imperfection | 


of the preſent ſtate, ſufficiently evidence the | 


neceſſity of this duty; and the bleſſings of . 


. which we continual ly experience 
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ſoul lead and animate us to the practice 
OT it 


It is a duty we owe to God, who is our 
maker and benefactor; and is enjoined in 
many places of ſeripture by Chriſt and his 

apoſtles. For thus ſays our Lord, in the 

7th chapter of St. Matthew, and 7th verſe, 
Aſk and it ſhall be given you. And st. 
James ſays, in the 4th chapter of his epiſtle, 

verſe 2d, That we have not becauſe we aſk 
Not. The reaſon why we are commanded 

to pray to God for his help and protection, 
is not becauſe he is ignorant of our wants 
and weakneſs ; for, as our Saviour ſays, he 
knows what things we have need of before 
we aſk him. But the principal end of 


prayer is that we aſk and receive, and 
thereby preſerve a proper ſenſe of our de- 


pendance upon God, and of our obligations 
to reverence and obey his laws. 


If. therefore, we hope to celebrate the 

praiſes of God in heaven, and hereafter to 

join with the cæleſtial inhabitants, it is ne- 

ceſſary then that we prepare ourſelves by 
frequent and devout communion with God 

in this life. To live in the neglect of this 
ſervice is (as may properly be ſaid) to live 

without God in the world. Let me exhort 
you to put up your prayers to the Almighty 
at leaſt at the two ſtated ſeaſons of 2 | 
and 


and evening, which tlie pious and devout 
have always judged as the fitteſt and beſt for 
the diſcharge of this duty: and for your 
conſtancy in piety, may God gy e a bleſſing 

to all your honeſt labours and endeavours; 

and after this life ended, may he (as a re- 
ward of your obedience) admit you to the 
poſſeſſion of eternal glory. 


CHAPTER n. = 
of Public Warſtip. 


1 N our private addreſſes to heaven, it 3 
I not requiſite that regard ſhould be had 
either to * or „ep as ſuch addreſſes 
cannot be too frequent, and may every where 
be performed, according as the diſpoſition 
of our ſoul dictates: and for this private 
communion with God, we have many ex- 
amples in holy writ. The Pſalmiſt thought 
every place fit for this duty, and even the 
hours dedicated to ſleep: and ſays, in the 
63d Pſalm, 6th verſe, When I remember 
thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in 
the night watches. Nothing could deter the 


prophet Daniel from making his petitions to 


God three times a day; . our Lord, who 
regularly attended the ſervice of the ſyna- 
gogue, nevertheleſ: 8 often withdrew rom 
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his diſciples and followers, for the purpoſe 
of private prayer. 

But elthough al times and places are fit 
and convenient for private or _ devo- 
tion, yet it is not ſo in regard of public 
worſhip, —a duty which implies an aſſembly 


of people, who cannot be ſuppoſed to meet 


together without previous aotice. In the 
12th chapter of Deut. verſes 13th and 14th, 


God commanded the Iſraelites that they 


ſhould not offer their burnt offerings in 
every place, but only in the place where he 
had choſen, there ſhould they offer their 


| ſacrifice, and do all the other ſacred rites 
that he had commanded them. The duties 


of public worſhip require ſuch circum- 


ſtances of time and place as are moſt ſuitable 


_ to ſuch actions, and which render the offices 


of religion moſt devout and edifying. Now 
churches being ſet apart peculiarly for di- 
vine ſervice, have the above-mentioned ad- 
vantages in them. For the church being 


free from ſecular affairs, dedicated and ufed 
only for the performance of ſacred duties, 


becomes the houſe of God, a place wherein 


he delighteth, and where he is pleaſed in a 


more eſpecial manner to attend to the ſup- 


plications of his people. 


That we are more immediately 1 
preſence of the Divine Majeſty in c onſe- | 


_ crated buildings, is clearly evident from the 


X commandment 
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commandment which God gave Moſes to 
build an ark, and a mercy-ſeat ; for thus 
wie read, in the 25th chapter of Exodus, 
verſes 21ſt and 22d, And thou ſhalt put the 

mercy-ſeat above upon the ark: and in the 
ark thou ſhalt put the teſtimony that I ſhall | 
give thee. And there will I meet with thee, 


and commune with thee, from above the 


mercy-ſeat, from between the two cheru- 
bums, &c. 


After the various jou rneyirigs of the 
_ choſen people, and the ark was at laſt fixed 
in the magnificent temple of Solomon, God 


Was pleaſed to expreſs his approbation in 


| theſe words, I have heard thy prayer and 


© _ ſupplication that thou haſt made before : 


I have hallowed this houſe that thou 
haſt built, to place my name there for ever. 
1 Therefore, though Almighty God is every 
where preſent, andi every where hears the 
_ petitions of thoſe who ſincerely pray to him, 
yet, ſince he has declared it to be his will 
that there ſhould be places dedicated to his 
honour and ſervice, we have good reaſon to 


believe that in them we have a nearer and 


cloſer communion with him. I will now 
ſhew the obligation incumbent upon all 
Chriſtians regularly to attend the church or 
houſe of God, and publicly to join in prayers 
0 and praiſes to him, in that ten of worſhip 


which 


1 


which the wiſe compilers of our Liturgy 
have preſcribed. . 
As we all beſt know the value of any 
bleſſing in the want of it, ſo were we, like 
the primitive Chriſtians, deſtitute of a place 
of worſhip, we ſhould then be ſenſible of 
the worth of facred buildings, and rightly 


eſteem the happineſs we enjoy in the peace- El 
able exerciſe of our molt holy religion. But 3 


theſe bleſſings, great as they are, are but 
little regarded by many; and being common 
favours, are in a manner overlooked; which 
nevertheleſs does not in the leaſt diminiſn 
their worth and excellence Whereas the 
flirſt eſtabliſhers of Chriſtianity would have 
thought themſelves arrived at the comple- 
tion of all their wiſhes in this world, had they 
(nuke us) without the dread of torture, per- 
ſecution, and martyrdom, been allowed the 
public practice and profeſſion of that reli- 
gion, the merciful propoſals of which they 
were determined to embrace and publiſh at 
the expence and hazard of their lives and 
fortunes. Yet notwithſtanding the threats 
and cruelties of the Jews and Heathens, the 
_ Chriſtian religion prevailed ; and in a few 
years after it's firſt delivery greatly increaſed, 
by the indefatigable care and courage of 
thoſe divines, who upon that account, as 
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well as for their exemplary lives, have been 2 
honoured with the title of the fathers of te "| 
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church. The doctrines which thoſe pious 
worthies taught, were free from every hu- 
man invention; were not defaced or blended 
with pagan ſuperſtition or idolatry; but 
their hearers were taught to know that the 
real and true worſhip of God was in the 
heart and affections. The empty ſnew of 
thoſe ceremonies which in a few ages after 
were ſuper- added by man, and containing 
only an outward form of religion, are ſince, 
by the reformation, happily and entirely 
aboliſhed: ſo that at this time it muſt be 
acknowledged, by all who impartially ſpeak 
the truth, that our church liturgy, and 
public worſhip, is a moſt reaſonable ſervice. 
The articles of our faith ſeem conſonant ta 


treeaſon, and the precepts of religion are ſuch 


as tend to our moral and eternal good. And 
ſimce in this more happy age we are not, by 
the dread of perſecution, deterred from 
e joining in the duties of our pro- 
eſſion; if therefore we now neglect the 
worſhip of God, it muſt be owing to our 
own indifference, negligence, and ſin: and 
the advantage we loſe by our abſence is not 
a little, becauſe God has promiſed that 
where two or three are met together in his 
name, he will be in tlie midſt of them. 
There are many repeated inſtances, in 
ſcripture, of the near communion of God 
With men, and his more merciful attention 
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to prayers offered to him in places purpoſely 
ſet apart for his ſervice. The e 
glory of the Lord which ſhone round about 
the mercy- ſeat, the gracious anſwer of God 
to Solomon at the dedication of his temple. 
Theſe and many other proofs which I could 

produce are ſufficient to aſſure us, that the 


Divine Majeſty is more immediately preſent 


in theſe hallowed houſes; and they are alſo 
an argument of our obligation to attend the 
public duties therein performed. 1 
If, (as 1s really the caſe,) God in the 
ſcriptures has commanded us to pay our 
public homage to him with the reſt of his 
congregation, in ſome appointed place ſacred 
to his honour and glory; then our happi- 
neſs and welfare, (if not in this yet moſt 
aſſuredly) in the future life greatly depends 


upon our regard for, and attendance on, the 


public worſhip. This is the way we teſtify = 
our reſpect for God, and ſhew our deſire to 
ſerve him. Nothing ſhould hinder us 
praiſing and praying to God publicly at the 
ſtated times, and on the day he has ſet apart 
for that purpoſe. It is a duty that ought 
to be ſecond to none; but all other things 


ſhould give place to that. It is an unpar- 


donable crime to make religion ſubſervient 


to ſecular affairs : to ſuffer any engagements 
to put us by paying the honour due to God: _ 


þut to let any trifling cauſe, ſuch as viſits, 
e „„ Danes, 
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buſineſs, or company, prevent our atten- 
dance upon him, intimates that we are wil - 
ling to Neve Godonly when we havenothing 
elſe to do. Many abſent themſelves from 
public worſhip when they have no engage- 
ments, and in idleneſs waſte the precious 
ſabbath, the appointed time for pious pur- 
poſes, —inſtead of employing it in prayer and 
meditation; — a method that would be bene- 
ficial to their preſent comfort, and profitable 
to their future welfare. 
Eternal bliſs is of ſuch great conſequence, 
and is what moſt wiſh and deſire to obtain, 
though all do not earneſtly contend for it: 
it is a prize which none will be above ac 
cepting. The high and low, the rich and 
poor, all hope to be ſaved at the laſt great 
day; and they can hope for ſalvation no 
other ways than the means the ſcriptures 
preſcribe. If we refuſe to honour and ſerve 
God, we muſt not think that he will reward 
us for our diſobedience. That covenant 
into which we were entered at baptiſm, 
wherein the merciful propoſals of ſalvation 
are made, will be of no avail unleſs we obey 
and perform the conditions of it. As the 
reward is great beyond all conception, ſurely 


our endeavours ought to be proportionable. 5 


Our homage to God ſhould be the primary 
object of our lives; for if we make the du- 
ties of his ſervice ſubſervient to things af 

e —— — leſſer 
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leſſer moment, we offer an affront to him: 


and ſuch hypocritical religion he will not - 


accept, becauſe it is a plain teſtimony that 


the heart is not rightly affected towards 


him. 


In order to pleaſe God, and to be ac- 


cepted by him, we muſt prefer his concerns 


to our own: we mult be zealouily diſpoſed 


for ſpiritual and divine duties, and with a 
chearful alacrity always ready to join in his 


worſhip and adoration ; after the example 
of the holy Pſalmiſt, who ſays, I was glad 


when they ſaid unto me, let us go into the 


Houſe of the Lord. Let us, in imitation of 
the royal prophet, always be inclined to 

tread the hallowed courts of the Lord with 
religious joy, and come before his preſence 

with thankſgiving; remembering that then 


we have a nearer acceſs to him. 


Did the neglecters of public worſhip con- 
* the obligation incumbent upon them 

y this due debt to God, none would 
think themſelves too great to join in it, 

none too buſy to attend, none would 2 


ties. 


temporal engagements to ſpiritual, 


Oiaur buſineſs at church is to prepare our- 
ſelves for another world; to be reminded of 
future ſcenes that will ſoon take place; and 

to beget in ourſelves habits that will remain 
comforts to us when the body ſhall be no 


more. 
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more. In fine, our attendance at God's 
earthly tabernacle is to qualify ourſelves for 
his worſhip in heaven. Theſe are ſome of 
the reaſons which make public devotion a a 
duty ſo exceedingly neceſſary. Let us not 
refuſe to tread in the ſmooth and pleaſant 
aths of ſalvation which our Lord and 
3 has taught and directed. Let us 
be careful to make a proper uſe of the 
gracious means afforded us for the obtaining 
a cæleſtial inheritance: that by frequenting 
the public ſervice of the church, we may 
here find the way to eternal happineſs. And 
when we are convinced of the divine com- 
forts of religion, we ſhall ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, O how amiable are thy tabernacles, 
thou Lord of hoſts. May Almighty God, 
in mercy to human infirmity, be pleaſed, 
upon our repentance, to pardon and forgive 
us our ſins; and, upon our prayers to him, 
may he grant us his grace to aſſiſt and direct 
us in all our doings; that ſo we may be free 
from uneaſy reflections of conſcience, and 
have good reaſon to entertain comfortable 
hopes of a happy * 


CHAPTER 


6 169 ) 


CHAPTER V. 
of Repentance. 
EPENTANCE and penitence being 


for my preſent purpoſe. 


Repentance or pemitence is A grief and 
ſorrow which is cauſed by the recolle&tion 


and acknowledgment of ſins committed; 


which induces a perſon, through fear and 
apprehenſion of merited puniſhment, to 
grieve for his condition, to be ſorry for his 
offences, to deſire forgiveneſs, and to ſet 
reſolutions of living better for the time 


to come. 


The humble confalion and knowledge of 
guilt are neceſſary ingredients in repentance; 
Ty 25 if we do not know and confeſs that we 
are ſinners, we ſhall neither be aware of our 
danger, nor ſeek for pardon and forgive- 


neſs. Few fins are committed inadvertently; 


for we generally know at the very inſtant 
that we are doing wrong: this knowledge 
we cannot entirely re root out of the _ : 


commonly underſtood to mean the 
ſame act of religion, therefore I will not 
trouble you with that nice diſtin ction 
between the two words, which many 
inſiſt on; as it is not in the leaſt * 
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and though conſcience may for awhile ſleep; 
yet it will not always ; but at one time or 
other it will attack us, and diſturb our peace 
in ſuch a manner, that all the delights and 
pleaſures of the world cannot give eaſe or 
relief. We are then led to confeſs our 
offences, and to make earneſt prayer for 
pardon. For how can we be ſaid to repent, 
unleſs we confeſs that we have done amiſs, 
and condemn our conduct as wicked. 
This humble confeſſion of fin is required 
in many places of ſcripture. He who con- 
feſſeth, and forſaketh ſin, findeth mercy. 
If we confeſs our fins, ſays St. John, he is 
faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſins. If 
wedonot acknowledge and confeſs our ſins, 


how can we either hope or expect pardon. 8 


But if we believe and dread the ſad denun- 
cCiations of God's wrath againſt the impeni- 


tent wicked, we ſhall then confeſs our fins, 


and have our ſouls filled with much ſorrow 
for them, and be highly diſpleaſed with our- 
ſelves for our folly. Holy David's grief for 
his fins was ſo great, as to water his couch 
with his tears. And in another place he 
laid, I acknowledge my tranſgreſſion, and 
my ſin is ever before me. If this grief and 
ſorrow proceed from the thoughts and ap- 


prehenſion of having offended God, who is 1 


juſt, merciful, and good, and who judges 
both the quick and the dead, we ſhall not 
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ſtrive to conceal our fins, but ſhall make 
humble confeſſion, and earneſtly pray for 


pardon. 


In order to effect true repentance there 
mult be an entire change of the thoughts 
and behaviour, from evil to good; which 
change, in ſcripture, 1s called the renewing 
of the mind, and the regenerate ſtate. Thus 
St. Paul exhorts the Romans, 12th chapter 
and 2d verſe, Be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind. In the old teſtament 
this precept of + e or reformation is 
enjoined under ſeveral names and words, 
though all of the ſame import: as in 
Ezekiel 14th, Repent, and turn yourſelves, 
"PTE. fol 2d chapter, verſe 14th, If ye will 
return and repent. And in the zd chapter 
of Matthew, the baptiſt we find began his 
miniſtry with exhortations to this duty, 
ſaying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. Now to repent, in the 
Greek language, ſignifies, to be wile after 
a perſon has perceived his error: and in the 

ſcripture it ſignifies, to recover himſelf from 
the dangers of ſin, and to reinſtate himſelf 5 


. in God's favour. 


Without good reſolutions of amendment, 
and of forſaking former evil habits, repen- 


dance cannot be ſincere. It is not falcient 


that we are forry and grieve for our ſins, but 


ä „ 
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we muſt for ſake them, ſeek for pardon and 
forgiveneſs, and pray for the aſſiſtarice of 
God's grace. When the prophet Nathan 
reproved David, and laid his ſins before him, 
he did not in the leaſt defend or excuſe him- 
ſelf; but cried out in the bitterneſs of his 
ſoul, J have ſinned; and thereupon com- 
poſed the 5; iſt Pſalm; full of heavineſs and 
grief; he bewails and laments his fall, and 
prays to God for the comfort of his Holy 
Spirit, that it might create in him a new 


heart, and new purpoſes of amendment of 


life. Laſtly, let us conſider the end of re- 
pentance, which 1s no leſs than the remiſ- 
ſion of ſins. A good life being the fruits 
of repentance, fo pardon and forgiveneſs is 
the reward ;—a reward renewed and con- 
firmed by our Lord and Saviour, upon terms 
and conditions far more eaſy than were con- 
| tained in the old covenant ; and which 
when he was raiſed from the dead, he com- 


manded his diſciples to publiſh to all the 


world, and in his name to preach repentance 
and for giveneſs of ſins. ; 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Againſt Swearing. 


taken upon ſerious occaſions: and 2dly, I 


will ſet forth the heinouſneſs of the ſin of 


common ſwearing, as declared by the word 
of God. 


Ihere is but little occaſion to be profuſe 
in ſpeaking of the nature and lawfulneſs of 
oaths; or in repreſenting how far they are 
allowable, and in what caſes, becauſe ſcru- 
ples of this ſort are not near ſo common as 
blaſphemy and profaneneſs. But, however, 


for the ſatisfaction of ſome, I will ſay a few 
| words concerning it. 


An oath is the invoking God as a witneſs | 


to the truth of what we ſay; and it is juſtly 


| reckoned the ſtricteſt bond and tye amongſt 
men; as indeed it ought to be; for if we 

ſwear falſly we expoſe ourſelves to the curſe 
and vengeance of God. It is alſo a principal 


part of religious worſhip and adoration; for 


dy it we appeal to the Almighty as the 
ſearcher of our hearts, we own him to be 
the Sovereign Lord and Governor of the 


Wor orld, we een him to be omni- 
5 tient, 


IN handling this ſubject, I will e 0 
the nature and lawfulneſs of an oath 
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ſcient, and the avenger of perjury and 
falſhood: an oath, therefore, when ſeriouſſy 
taken and rightly circumſtanced, tends to 
the glory of God; becauſe we confeſs his 
{upreme power, his providence, and know- 
ledge over all human affairs, and that we 
cannot appeal to an higher or a greater 
Oaths are neceſſary to civil government, 
the admmiſtration of juſtice, and the peace 
and welfare of community. They are alſo 
neceſſary for finding out and clearing the 
truth in doubtful and controverted matters, 
and this law of taking them in ſuch circum- 
ſtances was inſtituted by God himſelf; as 


we read in Exodus, 22d chapter, verſe 11th, 1. 


— Then ſhall an oath'of the Lord be be- 
tween them both, that he hath not put his 
hand unto his neighbour's goods; and the 
- owner of it ſhall accept thereof; and he 
ſhall not make it good. The apoſtle, in 
Hebrews, 6th chapter, and 16th verſe, ſays, 
That an oath, for the confirmation of men, 
is the end of all ſtrife. They can give no 
greater aſſurance of their faith and fincerity; 
therefore they ought to be believed that they 
mean as they ſay. To call upon the Divine 
Being to teſtify to a falſhood, or to invoke 
him who knows the thoughts of the heart, 
as a witneſs to a thing which at the very 
time they intend not to perform, or are in- 
i hn Anu different 
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different about, is a great Por of a pro- 
fane, atheiſtical mind: or at leaſt that 
they have renounced all love and fear of 
God. Some fins may proceed from a for- 
getfulneſs of God, and may be ſometimes 
inadvertently committed; but a ſolemn oath 
is generally adminiſtered and taken deli- 
berately: and thus to appeal to God to cover 
our vile hypocriſy, is a defiance to his 
power and omniſcience. We cannot be too 
collected in this act of religion, whenever 
neceſſity requires that it ſhould be admini- 
ſtered unto us. God, who is every where 
Preſent, privy to our intents and imagina- 
tions, aſſuredly knows whether what we are 
about to depoſe be true or falſe, _ 


Oaths are divided into two kinds, viz. 


aſſertory and promiſſory. 


An aſſerting oath is made uſe of to con- 
firm the truth of what we aſſert; that thoſe 


to whom we addreſs ourſelves may give PE 


credit to what we ſay. This is ſeldom taken 

only in the courts of judicature, when, 
without any prevarication, we ſhould be 

very circumlpect 1 in regard to truth, becauſe 


5 men s lives and fortunes are concerned. 


- Apromifloryoath relates to ſomethin g to 
come, and requires the preſent ſincere in- | 
tention to perform what we promiſe; and 
allo e our care and endeavour afterwards & - 
48. 
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act according as we have promiſed. This 
is generally taken upon admiſſion to an 
office; when the perſon ſolemnly ſwears that 
he will truly and faithfully exccute that 
office. Some reſpect, therefore, ſhould be 
had to this ſolemn act of religion; that ſo 
thoſe who enter upon public offices may 
carefully diſcharge all the duties of them. 
Not to regard this part of divine adoration, 
and to be careleſs and indifferent iu diſ- 
charging thoſe offices which we bind our- 
{elves by oath faithfully to perform, 1s a 
manifeſt perjury, and a great affront to the 
majeſty of God: alſo to ſwear to any cir- 
cumſtance raſhly, maliciouſly, falſly, or 
wantonly, is a wicked deceit which endan- 
gers the property, or reputation, or perhaps 


the life of an innocent fellow-creature. So 
cautious ought we to be in the truth of 


what we ſwear to; this method being the 
greateſt aſſurance we can give of our ſin- 
cerity; a method not only allowed by the 

Almighty, but even inſtituted by him, for 
the peace and ſatisfaction of ſociety; and 
not intended to beaboliſhed (as many think) 

by theſe words of our Saviour, Swear not 
at all—Matthew 5th chapter, 34th verſe. 
For as the religion of an oath was obſerved 
under the Jewiſh economy; ſo our Lord, 
who came not to deſtroy the law or the 
prophets, he therefore did not deſign to 
bans. he rare 08. wer 
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forbid the uſe of them with regard to their 
primary inſtitution; but only to diſſuade 
the Jews from uſing an equivocal form of 

ſwearing in their ordinary diſcourſe; a_ 
practice common amongſt them in the time 


of our Saviour. If then, the Jewiſh cuſtom 


of ſwearing by any of God's creatures was 
ſinful, certainly then the taking the facred 
name of the Creator in vain, and invoking _ 


him, upon ordinary and trivial occaſions, 
muſt be an heinous offence. Almighty 


| God, by his own voice, has declared, that 


he will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh 
his name in vain. Our Lord, in his ſermon 


on the mount, enjoined his diſciples to ob- 


ſerve plainneſs, ſimplicity and honeſty in 


their converſation; and forbad that extra- 


vagant talk, which to gain credit with the 


hearers, required to be backed with an oath. 


The too frequent uſe of oaths in com- 
mon diſcourſe, makes them leſs eſteemed 
and regarded upon ſolemn and important 
occaſions; and deſtroys that good effect 
they would otherwiſe have in preſerving the 
peace and ſafety of community, and for 


which they were inſtituted. _ 


This act of religious worſhip ſhould only 
be made uſe of when neceſſity or the public 
god requires it; and not to confirm the _ 
truth of vain and raſh things; becauſe it 
| a 
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is an appeal to the moſt high God, who is 
too mighty to be called upon at people's 
humour and paſſion, and is a juſt avenger 
of thoſe who make a mock of him, and 
take his name in vain. 


Is it fit or reaſonable that man, who 
depends upon God for all the bleſſings of 
nature, and by whoſe goodneſs and bounty 
alone he ſubſiſts; is it that he ſhould trifle 
with or make light of that great and good 
being? Some pretend that they do not 
ſwear with a deſire or an intention to com- 

mit fin, for that the oath is only uſed as 
an expletive. But what a great crime and 
high affront is this againſt the Almighty, to 
ſubſtitute the name of the glorious God to 
fill up or ornament our empty talk! Con- 
ſider who it is, that is thus raſhly and wan- 
tonly invoked; the great and terrible God, 
who made heaven and earth, and all that 
therein is; who layeth the beams of his 
chambers in the waters, and ſpreadeth out 
the heavens like a curtain. Certainly then, 
upon a little deliberation, we ſhall judge it 
not right, thus to uſe his ſacred name for 
the idle purpoſe of ſwelling (or as is vainly 
thought) of adorning our converſation. 
Did the common ſwearer obſerve what 
he was ſaying, he muſt think himſelf highly 
ſinful, to treat the Creator of all things in 
. pg ſuch 
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ſuch a ſervile manner as to invoke him at 
all times to curſe and condemn whom he 
8 3 Now they who accuſtom them- 
ſelves to this practice, are for the moſt part 
very ignorant, or elſe men of diſſolute and 
debauched lives, and abandoned principles. 
Do we ever ſee a perſon of a cultivated un- 
derſtanding, and delieate ſentiment, make 
uſe of ſuch dreadful imprecations, which 
ſo often fall from the mouths of the pro- 
fane vulgar? Do we ever ſee a truly honeſt 
and well-diſpoſed man, thus rafhly flying 
in the face of his Maker, and appealing to 


God as a witneſs to the truth of what he 


affirms? No, he has more regard to his own 
veracity and credit than to advance any cir- 
cumſtance that needs to be corroborated 
with an oath: and he is too cautious, and 
has too much reverence for his heavenly 
Benefactor, ever to call upon him through 
%% 0 (( 
It is the debauchee, and the man of no 
principle, who thus adorn and ſwell their 


diſcourſe with loud imprecations or faſnion- 


able curſes ; who with to be thought coura- 
geous and gay ; and to acquire the name of 
wits: whereas the oath is the chief ſub- 
ſtance of what they have to ſay; for without 
it their diſcourſe is flat and inſipid; and with 
it, it is an offence to the wiſe and good, who 
are able enough to comprehend the ideas of 
22 o 
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others delivered in faithful words, without 
the help of thundering oaths. 


The mind of that perſon who habituates 


himſelf, and perſeveres in this practice, muſt 


be filled only with ideas of the groſs things 


of this world; unmindful of another life; 
unmindful of the joys of heaven; and re- 


gardleſs of the power of the Creator on 


earth; who can, if he pleaſes, upon our ſin 


againſt him, conſign both ſoul and body to 
utter deſtruction. . 


But was this cuſtom of profane ſwearing 
not declared a fin, or expreſsly forbid in the 


word of God, (as we know it is,) yet ſtill it 
cannot be reckoned an accompliſhment ; if 
it be, it is ſuch an one as the meaneſt man 
alive may make himſelf maſter of; as it re- 
quires neither genius nor learning. And I 
am happy to ſay, that at this time it is 
generally diſcountenanced by perſons of po- 


| Hite and refined manners: but is ſtill too 


common among the lower claſſes ; who, 
(I hope,) commit this unneceſſary fin thro' 


ignorance, and for want of being reminded 
of it's magnitude and fatal conſequences. 


From this imperfect attempt I have here 


made, I ſincerely wiſh that thoſe who ac- 
_ cuſtom themſelves to this filly, yet dan- 


8 ſin, may be admoniſhed of it's hate- 
fulneſs in the fight of God. This ſin pro- 


( 


duces neither pleaſure nor profit; anſwers 
no purpoſe, except that it is a method of 
venting paſſion; and in excuſe for which 
nothing can be pleaded more than cuſtom. 
All ſin indiſpoſes us for ſpiritual duties; but 
this 1s worſe than other ſins, becauſc it is a 
defiance to the Almighty, and entirely diſ- 
qualifies us for divine worſhip. For ho- 
can a perſon appear before God in prayer, 
if a little before he has been trifling with or 
blaſpheming him? Let me exhort you, for 
the ſalvation of your ſouls, henceforward 
to forbear the commiſſion of this ridiculous, 


but dangerous ſin: and whenever an oath _ 


' ſhall inadvertently eſcape you, recollect the 
heinouſneſs of the offence againſt God, and 
-prey for forgiveneſs and the renewal of his 
grace; ſo that by being circumſpect in your 
thoughts and words, you may, by the help 
of God, in a little time be entirely free from 


a vice which expoles you to certain and in- 


evitable deſtruction. And by leaving and 
. forſaking it, you may, with comfort, me- 
 ditate on the glorious reward promiſed to 
the qbedient in the life to come, 


CHAPTER 


1 1a 


CHAPTER VI. 
Of the Sacraments. 


F NUR Saviour, by his humiliation and 
() ſuffering, has freed us from the per- 
formance af earthly ſacrifices; and, in 
compaſſion to our infirmities, has eſtab- 
liſhed a covenant upon more eaſy con- 
ditions ; fo that we are no longer occupied 
in the numerous duties, which were types 

and ſhadows of the one great ſacrifice, 
whereby the whole race of mankind is re- 
deemed. Eternal glory is now made over 
to us, upon the obſervance of a very few 


ſolemn rites, indiſpenſably neceſſary for our 


ſalvation, and altogether eaſy to be per- 
formed; for Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, and his 
burden light VVV 


| Baptiſm and the Lord's-Supper are the 
two ſacraments which our church, from 


the authority of ſcripture, has enjoined the 
_ obſervance of, as having been inſtituted by 
our Saviour; and which, before his aſcen- 
ſion into heaven, he commanded the 


apoſtles to teach all nations. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
Of Baptiſm. 


þ APTISM is that ceremony by which 
we are admitted and entered into the 
privileges of the Chriſtian Church: and 
by the outward fign or ſprinkling with 
water, according to the form of the new 
_ covenant, we are aſſured of God's gracious 
Intentions towards. us, of the forgiveneſs 
of ſins, and of eternal ſalvation: and on 
our part, we are bound to live in faith and 
obedience to the divine precepts. Under 
the Jewiſh ceconomy, they who were con- 
verted from idols to the worſhip of the true 
God, were uſually baptized or dipped in 
water; ſignifying that they had forſaken 
the ſervice of molten images, the works of 
their own hands; and that they would for 


the future obſerve and perform the ordi- _ 


nances of the living God. John the Bap- 
tiſt, by divine command, practiſed the 
ſame ceremony among the Jews, whereby 


be repreſented the degeneracy and corrup- _ 
tion of their manners, and that they had 


as great need of repentance and amend- 

ment as the idolatrous nations. 

This cuſtom of baptizing at the entrance 

on a new ſtate of life, our Lord — 
= ts. 
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his Aſtiples; ; and that they ſhould practiſe 


1t not only among the Jews, but amon 

the Gentiles alſo, with the addition of his 

own name, and of that of the Holy Ghoſt. 
_ Go ye, teach all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. 


In the Catechiſm we are taught, that in 
a ſacrament there are two parts, viz. the 
outward viſible ſign, and the inward ſpiri- 
tual grace. Now, the outward viſible ſign, 
or form in baptiſm, is water; in which the 
whole body formerly uſed to be immerſed 
and waſhed; but as infant baptiſm is 
generally now practiſed, whoſe tender age, 


and ſometimes weakneſs or ſickneſs, could 


Not endure to be plunged entirely i in the 
water, without manifeſt hazard of life; 
therefore the cuſtom of ſprinkling has 
wiſely been introduced, and juſtly eſteemed, 
for the above reaſons, to be equally ac- 
ceptable to God, in order to obtain the 
gracious benefits propoſed in this inſtitu- 


tion, viz. the remiſſion of ſins, and the 
aſſiſtance of divine grace. 


This outward act of baptizing with 


water, in the name of the Father, the 


Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 1s an authentic 
fign or ſeal to ratify and confirm the pro- 
miſes of God to us, and our engaging to 


perfor m 


n 


perform the duties which he requires. But 
it may be objected, that children are unable 
to obſerve and perform the conditions of 
this covenant; and therefore the benefit, 
however great, cannot be obtained by in- 
fant baptiſm. To this I anſwer, that as 
we are all ſprung from that unhap y pair, 
Who, by their diſobedience, had forfeited 
. God's favour; we, therefore, by nature, 
have within us thoſe ſeeds of iniquity which 
will be productive of many ſins and much 
wickedneſs; but, by the ſacrifice and co- 
venant of Chriſt, are all waſhed away in 
baptiſm : for we then are regenerate and 
have entered upon a new courſe of life. 
This is the entrance into that faith and co- 
venant by which we hope to be ſaved, and 
to inherit the bleſſed promiſes of a happy 


eternity ; and as the uncertainty of life is 


do great, it is deemed prudent for us to 

enter into this covenant, by ſureties, in 
our infancy ; that fo, if any ſhould not 
live to renew this vow made for them, and 

to confirm their chriſtian faith themſelves. 
they may, as having the ſeal of baptiſm, 
and being children of God by adoption, be 


pPartakers of the glories our Lord has pur- 
_ chaſed for them by his paſſion. The pri- FE. 


vileges and benefits of this covenant, which 

we enter into with God at our baptiſm, are 
ery many; the promiſes and rewards 
„ eren, 
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glorious, and great beyond our conception ; 
and the conditions and obligations merciful 
and eaſy. Let us therefore diligently ſtrive 
to fulfil and perform this vow and covenant, 
Which we have ſo ſolemnly engaged and 
undertook to do: for if we neglect our 
parts thereof, we forfeit our right and claim 
to the ineſtimable benefits; we cannot hope 
for pardon of our fins, and for the favour 
and acceptance of God. Being unworthy 
members, we loſe the comforts and aſſiſt- 
_ ance of the Holy Spirit, and the great 
bleſſedneſs of being partakers with Chriſt 
hereafter. Let us, with thankfulneſs to 
God for his tender mercies, perſevere with 
faith and aſſurance in the goſpel, and look 
forward in hope of being received as faith- 
ful ſoldiers and ſervants of our Lord Jeſus 
JJ 


en Ar rn IX 
| Of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 


"HIS holy rite was inſtituted by our 
1 Lord at the feaſt of the paſſover, at 
the end of which celebration, as they were 

eating, Jeſus took bread, and bleſſed it, 
and brake it, and gave it to his diſciples, 
„„ ſaying, 
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ſaying, take, cat, this is my body. And 
he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, ſaying, drink ye all of it, for 
this is my blood of the new teſtament, 
which 1s ſhed for many for the remiſſion of 
fins. In St. Luke theſe words are added, 
Do this in remembrance of me. : 


Noe, firſt, I will ſhew the nature and 

deſign of the inſtitution of the holy ſacra- 
ment. 2dly, The neceſſity of frequent 
communion. nn, | 


Firſt. Our Lord, who knew that all 
things which were ſpoken of him by the 
prophets were now accompliſhed, eſpecially 
_ commanded his diſciples to commemorate 
his approaching paſſion by partaking of 
bread and wine, as repreſentations and 
ſigns of his body which was ſhortly to be 
broken on the croſs, and of his blood 
which was to be poured out and ſhed for 
the remiſſion of fins. This ſacrament, like 
the covenant of baptiſm, was to be the 
general ſign and ſeal of thoſe who hope for 
 {alvation by means of that form of worſhip 
our Lord has preſcribed. As Almighty 
God appointed the paſchal ſupper, that tage 
Jews might perpetually remember the great 
favour and deliverance which they expe- 
rienced in E ie when the firſt born in 


every houſe of the Egyptians was ſlain: ſo 
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our Saviour inſtituted this ceremony as a 
deliverance from fin and the wrath of God. 
Wherefore he ſays, this is the new teſta- 
ment in my blood. This do ye as oft as ye 
drink it in remembrance of me. But here 
we may take notice that our Saviour did not 
mean that the bread and wine was indeed 
his very body and blood, (as ſome errone- 
_ ouſly think,) but only repreſentations there- 
of; and for ever to be received as ſigns and 
: memorials of what he has done for us. 
The doctrine of tranſubſtantiation is ſo 


wy contrary to reaſon, and to the inſtitution of 


our Saviour, and ſo little believed among 

us, that I ſhall not trouble you with any 

obſervations. about it. Upon account of 

the frailty of our memories, who are apt 

to forget the greateſt benefits, our Saviour 

therefore ordered, that when we come to- 
gether for the worſhip of God, we ſhould 
partake of bread and wine, as ſymbols and 

 _ tokens of his death and paſſion, and of the 

mercies obtained thereby, in the remiſſion 

of ſins. And this receiving of the bread 


and wine 1s called the outward part or ſign 
of the Lord's ſupper. 


In every age and nation it has been cuſ. 
tomary to commemorate great benefactions 
and mercies by ſome inſtituted rite or other. 
Even the heathens had feaſts in honour © 

their heroes and demi-gods. And in the 


holy 
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f holy ſcriptures we find that Almighty Cod 


has revealed his will to mankind in a wa 
fuitable to our capacity; and has delivered 


unto us inviſible and ſpiritual things, by 


certain viſible corporal ſigns. So he was 
pleaſed to confirm the covenant and pro- 
miſe made to Noah, with the ſign of the 
Rainbow in the clouds. To Abraham he 


confirmed his promiſe by the external fign : 


of Circumciſion. The Ifraelites were en- 
Joined to keep the Paſſover, in order to 
preſerve the memory of their deliverance 


from Egyptian bondage. The unleavened 


Bread was commanded to be eaten, to re- 


e mind them of their haſty departure. And 


in the new teſtament, our Lord, by his in- 
viſible power, relieved and cured diſeaſes of 
every kind, by the inviſible laying on of 
his hands; and reſtored the dead to life, 
by the word of his mouth. Alſo, in the 
oblation of himſelf for the ſins of the 
world, he appointed Bread and Wine to 
be the viſible ligns to perpetuate the me- 
mory of his mercy; that ſo the receiving 
the holy communion may impreſs upon & 


our minds a continual remembrance of the _ 


great and infinite benefits he hath obtained 
for us by his ſufferings. This then is the 


covenant or new teſtament in Chriſt's 


blood, viz. that God will give pardon of i 
Les and eternal life, upon condition of faith 


and 
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and repentance ; this he ſeals to us in the 
ſacrament; and on our part we mult per- 
form the conditions, by partaking of the 
ſacred elements as he has commanded, 
And thus have I ſhewn you, as plainly 
as I can, the nature and deſign of this 
holy inſtitution. 


2dly, I will ſhew the neceſſity of fre- 
quently attending this duty ; and that the 
plea of unworthineſs, from the miſinter- 
pretation of St. Paul's text, 1s invalid, 


One particular reſpecting the neceſſity 
of frequent communion is, that it is the 
eſpecial deſire of our Lord himſelf : Do 

this, ſays he, in remembrance of me. This 

was the only proper act of worſhip which 
our Saviour enjoined, and was the laſt he 
gave in command to his diſciples : for now 
being about to be offered up for the fins of 
men, and by his death and paſſion to pro- 
cure eternal ſalvation upon eaſier terms 
than were ever before propoſed, he re- 
queſted this particular thing of them,. 
that they would remember him by the ob- 
ſervation of thoſe things which he had 
appointed. This requeſt, ſo gentle and 
caſy to be complied with, ought to have 
great weight with us. This laſt command 
which our Saviour has impoſed upon us, 
then about to ſuffer for our ſins and 
F iniquities, 
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iniquities, and to procure for us innumer- 


affection to join in the holy ceremony. 
If our Lord had enjoined many coſtly 
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obſerved them without murmuring, con- 
ſidering what of his own free will he has 


ſacrifices, he has delivered us from that 
room, beſides baptiſm, he has appointed 
laborious, but altogether eaſy to be com- 


to a compliance with this duty, yet we 
ſhall do well to conſider that it is a poſitive 
command, and which we are bound to 


conditions of the covenant we made at our 


goſpel; but if we do not conform to them, 


in 


able bleſſings, ſhould excite us with ardent 


and laborious rites, yet we ought to have 
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done for us. But inſtead of putting us to 
any trial of love and obedience, by the in- 
ſtitution of a number of ceremonies and 


bondage and yoke, which neither we nor 
our fathers were able to bear, and in their 
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but this ſolemn rite for us to obſerve; a 
ſolemnity not in the leaſt troubleſome or 
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plied with. But again, if gratitude for the 
tender mercies of Chriſt will not move us 


obey, if we wiſh and intend to fulfil the 


baptiſm, How can we profeſs Chriſtianity, 
if we neglect the principal and chief part of 
_ Chriſtian worſhip ? We are glad to embrace 
the gracious and benign . of the 
0 


what reaſon have we to hope for advantage? 
Our Lord has plainly and expreſsly declared, 
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in the 6th chapter of St. John, 53d and 
path verſes, that except ye eat the fleſh of 
the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you, Whoſo eateth my fleſh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, 


and I will raiſe him up at the laſt day. For 


my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed. He that eateth my fleſh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me and I 
in him. 7 5 
From the repetition of the ſame thing, 
though emphatically expieſſed in the dif- 
ferent words, we may be aſſured that the 
myſtery contained in them is very important, 
which myſtery is the communion of the body 
and blood of Chriſt. He is the atonement 
for our fins, and if we neglect to feed upon 
him here, that is, to obſerve his inſtitution, 
we ſhall be excluded his glory hereafter. 


Initiated into Chriſt's covenant, we hope 
and ſeek for ſalvation by it's ſalutary pre- 

cepts and directions : we eſteem baptiſm, 
private adoration, and all other rites and 
ceremomes, to be indiſpenſibly neceſfary ; 
and above all, the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper. Why, therefore, ſhould we neglect 
the principal condition? Our Saviour is our 
_ expuatory ſacrifice ; whoſe gracious inten- 
tions we muſt commemorate ; whoſe in- 
junctions we muſt obey, by partaking of 
, peared elf. - _ thoſe 


( 193 


thoſe ſymbols and tokens which ſignify his 
body and blood, before his death and paſſion 
can beneficially be applied to us. 
By the obſervance of this duty we receive 
remiſſion of ſins, and are made partakers of 
the kingdom of God : but by the neglect of 
it we loſe theſe advantages; we are yet in 
our fins; and become liable to eternal death 
and miſery. If, then, the receiving the 
holy communiou is indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
to ſalvation, let us by no means omit it. It 


zs not left to our choice whether we will do 


it or not, but it is a ſtrict command, and 
which we muſt obey if we hope to be ſaved. 


The common excuſe which moſt people 


make 1s, that they are unfit and unworthy, 
and therefore afraid to communicate; that 
| hereafter they intend to reform and im 

prove; and when they find themſelves more 


religious, and more zealous towards God, 


then they will attend this holy ſolemnity. 
But the ſacrament is allowed on all hands to 
be a moſt likely means to bring us to re- 
pentance, to inſpire us with pious thoughts, 
and to procure the aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit. It is the opinion of many learned 
men, that St. Paul, in his epiſtle, does not 
mean, that we ſhould be aſſured that we 
are in a ſtate of grace and in the favour and 
friendſhip of God, before we come to the 
holy communion; it is ſufficient that we 
„ go 
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repent, and earneſtly deſire to obey the mo- 
tions of his heavenly grace : for it none are 


to receive the ſacrament but thoſe who are 
pure and free from all fin, our communions 


would be leſs than they are now. 
By receiving unworthily, the apoſtle ſig- 
nifies, thoſe who do it with irreverence and 


indevotion, regardleſs of the inſtitution and 
of the end for which it was ordained : and 
he ſeverely reproves thoſe he wrote to for a 

practice which, inſtead of producing ſpi- 

ritual profit, expoſed them to the vengeance 


and wrath of God. Preparation for this 


duty is undoubtedly neceſſary; but in general 

we ſhould at all times be circumſpect with 
regard to our own behaviour ; and willing, 
when occaſion requires, to forgive the af- 


fronting and injurious behaviour of our 
neighbours. And although we are un- 
_ worthy of this gracious benefit, 2 if we 


repent of our ſins, and pray for forgiveneſs 
and divine grace, the receiving of the holy 


communion will ſtrengthen and confirm our 
faith and repentance, and we ſhall be re- 


ceived as worthy partakers in the ſight of 
God. Thus we find that the excuſe of 


being unfit and unworthy cannot be ad- 
mitted : but it is an unwillingneſs to forſake 
our fins and pleaſures, that makes us averſe 
to uſe this effectual means of grace. If we 
are conſcious of being ſinful, we have the 
e e greater 
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greater need of the ſacrament, becauſe that 
is the moſt likely means of ſubduing ſin. 
Let us, therefore, repent and amend, and 


no longer with-hold from performing _  :- 
indiſpenſible duty of religion: that fo, here- | 

after, we may be admitted worthy partakers . 
of the promiſes which our Lord has pur - 


| chaſed for us. 


CHAPTER X. 


Of the Mortifcation 1 the Palin ions. 


1 we have upon our minds a proper 


conviction of the two different ſtates to 


which the righteous and the wicked are to 
be adjudged ; if we hope for the joys and. 
_ promiſes of heaven, and fear the puniſn- 
ments and threatenings of hell, we ſhall. 
naturally purſue ſuch means as will enable 
As to obtain the former and avoid the latter. 
And if our conviction ariſes from a belief 


of the ſcriptures wherein theſe promiſes and 


fears are revealed, then reaſon directs that 
we ſhould make uſe of the remedies which 


they teach, and be admoniſhed of our danger 
by the intimations which they afford. 


Now as there are two conditions after 


tus life, the one of joy, and the other of 
| F ans torments, 
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torments, or the one of life, and the other 


of death; and two eſtates of life in this 


world as means tending thereto, one evil 
and auother good: for ſome live after the 
fleſh, and ſome after the ſpirit; but they 
that hve after the fleſn ſhall die; but they 


who by the ſpirit, do mortify the deeds of 
the body, thall live. 


Theſe two contr ary ways lead to the 
different ends of futurity. _ 


In further treating of this ſubject, I will 
conſider what is meant by living after the 
fleſh; and 2dly, what is meant by mor- 
tifying the deeds of the body through the 
ſpirit, whereby we ſhall live. 


We are ſaid to live after the fleſh, when 5 

we ſutier either the pleaſures or cares of the 
world to engois our time and attention; and 
by indulging ourſelves in the former, or 
giving ourſelves up as an anxious prey to 
the latter, we let them take ſuch hold of us, 
as to draw our minds from more important 
purſuits and more uſeful meditations, even 

thoſe which concern our future and ever- 

laſting happineſs. 

The luſts of the fleſh are many ind 
various, for ſome are addicted to one vice, 
and ſome to another: and when a perſon 

Yields to the influence of ſome prevailing 
paſſion, and with eagerneſs adheres to the 
follies 
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follies and vanities of the world, he is ſaid 


to live after the fleilh. The apoſtle tells us 


that they who live after the ileſh, that 1s, 


give the reins to their luſts to plcaſe their 

ſenſual appetites, and deſire things ac- 
_ cording to the corruption of their hearts, 
ſhall die. How dangerous, then, is the 


condition of the epicure, the libertine, and 


_unthinking Chriſtan ! who die in an un- 


regenerate ſtate; who forget themſelves 


whence they are, and whither they go; who 


forget that by ſetting their affections on the 
3 of this world, they forfeit the 


 felicity of the next, and ſubject themſelves 
to the puniſhment of eternal death. By 
too great an attachment therefore to the 
| care and pleaſures of life, regardleſs of 
higher things, we live according to the fleſh. 
1 will next ſhew what is meant by morti- 
fying the deeds of the body through the 


* whereby we ſhall live. 


Whilſt we continue in this world * 
devil will not ceaſe to entice us to ſin by 
one alluring temptation or another; it be- 


hoves us to be always on our guard againſt 


his wiles, and to reſiſt this enemy oͤf our - 
ſalvation. And, for our encouragement 
| herein, God has given us the help of his 


Spirit; with which, if our own endeavours 


co-operate, we have it in our power to 


effect an ckape from lus dangerous ſnares. 
. 5 Paul, 
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St. Paul, by mortifying the deeds of the 
body, means, the ſubduing the luſts and 
paſſions ; keeping the mind and body in 
ſubjection to the reaſon ; not to let the cares 
and riches, the pleaſures and vanities of the 
world, take ſuch hold of us, as to impede 
our progreſs in the purſuit of higher feli- 
cities ; and, like the ſeed choaked up with 
thorns, to bring no fruit to perfection. 
In this act of mortification we are not 
only not to comply with unlawful and for- 

bidden pleaſures, but to indulge in thoſe 
which are innocent and allowable with 


prudence and moderation, not to exceſs, or 


_ repugnant to reaſon. The more we give ; 
ourſelves up to the pleaſures of the world, 
the more our deſires increaſe ; and the more 
we endeavour to wean ourſelves from them, 
the more clearly we diſcern their vanity and 
deceitfulneſs; until at laſt we are utterly 
. averſe to ſuch unſatisfactory enjoyments ; 
and, by the help of the Holy Spirit, have 
brought ourſelves to ſuch a frame of mind, 


| as to be mortified to every earthly pleaſure, 


and entirely at liberty to fix our affections 
upon things which are pure, holy, and 
everlaſting. The aſſiſtance of God's grace, 
which is never refuſed to the pious ſup- 
plicant, gives him a great advantage of 
knowing and doing things that are pleaſing 

to the Almighty ; and leads and guides to 

us Sas. con 
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his eternal ſtzte. If we would obey the 


commands of God, and hope for his favour 
and acceptance, we muſt, as St. Paul ſays, 
mortify the deeds of the body through the 


ſpirit. By whoſe prevailing influence we 


are to ſubdue and bring into ſubjection our 


paſſions and appetites. If we yield to the 


directions of this heavenly monitor, he will 
help us to refrain the impetuoſity of our 
luſts, and turn our minds another way. 


The habits of grace increaſe by exerciſe; 


and our duty to God is performed with 
greater pleaſure and delight, the more we 
devote ourſelves to him. Chriſt's yoke 
groweth every day more eaſy; and we are 
more deſirous to root out of the mind an 
affection for things, whoſe fallacy we more 
clearly diſcern. %%% Op wee. 
A pious life produces a tranquillity of 
mind, which is not to be obtained by the 
greateſt acquiſition of wealth, or the moſt 


induſtrious purſuit of pleaſure. The re- 


flections that proceed from having fixed our 
affections upon the real and ſolid joys of 
the future ſtate, in preference to this 
world's periſhable uncertainties, afford a 
4 of which nothing can deprive 

us. Let not ſin reign in our mortal bodies, 
but let us ſhun it's dear-bought pleaſures, 
purchaſed at the hazard of immortal ſalva- 
tion. Let us, by the exerciſe of religion, 


make 


| 
| 
1 
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make proviſion for that ſtate, where we 
mult finally and eternally dwell ; and then, 
in decline of life, when we approach near 
to death, and being ſick of the follies and 
vanities of this world, we ſhall (by a con- 
tinued perſeverance in piety) have a more 
diſtinct 1dea and more delightful proſpects 

of that happy place, where we ſhould all 
_ earneſtly pray to be admitted. 


CHAPTER IX. 
Of Death, and the Preparation for it. 


7 HE firſt thing that occurs in con- 

ſidering this fabject is it's certainty ; 
and the next is the uncertainty of the time. 
After meditating a little on theſe two, I 
will ſhew the neceſſity of fortifying our- 


Death is that event which puts a final 
period to our earthly exiſtence: an event 
common to all mankind ; and of eſcaping 
which we have not the leaſt colourable 
hope. It is as natural to die, as to be 
born; and the many inſtances which we 


ourſelves behold, demonſtrate this truth. 


Ihe monuments and inſcriptions erected to 


the memory of thoſe who once lived upon 


, 
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earth, and are by death removed hence, 
bear witneſs to the ſame. And the loſs of 
our friends and relations, whoſe perſons 
and converſation are yet in our memories, 

makes deep the impreſſion, and reminds 
us, that we ourſelves muſt one day ſuffer 

the ſame fate: for as St. Paul fays, It Is 
appointed unto all men once to die. 


It is an abſolute decree of God, who, 
before the fall, denounced this threat, 
1 ng, In the day thou eateſt of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, thou ſhalt 
ſurely die. And after the fall that ſentence 


was confirmed and executed upon our firſt 


parents and their r ; for all either 
have or muſt ſubmit to it. 


Death is the immutable decree of God, 


and is natural to mankind. As the woman 


of Tekoah ſaid, For we muſt needs die, and 


are as water |} pilt upon the ground, which 
cannot be gathered up again —ad Samuel, 
-2 4th chapter, 14th verſe. 


2dly, Though death is indeed certain, yet 


| the time and manner of dying to us is un- 
certain and unknown. For man knoweth 
not his time: as the fiſhes that are taken in 


an evil net, and as the birds that are caught 


in the ſnare; ſo are the ſons of men ſnared 
in an evil time, when it falleth ſuddenly 
Upon them—Eccles. gth chapter, 12th verſe. 


"ET 1 Moſt 


6 


Moſt of us wiſh, nay expect, that our lives 
will be ſpun out to the longeſt period: but 
as we know not the number of our days, 
we therefore cannot be ſure of to-morrow, 
much leſs reaſon have we to flatter ourſelves 
with the proſpect of old age. So many and 
various are the ways by which we may leave 
theſe fleeting ſcenes, and enter upon others 
that are everlaſting, that we ought ſeriouſſy 
to conſider, and be well aware of the frailty 
and uncertainty of our preſent abode. Some 
are ſnatched off ſuddenly in an inſtant, 
without any warning of their departure, 
while others have timely notice by a lin- 
gering illneſs. Mankind are always under 
the dominion and power of death, but we 
know not at what ſtage of life he will exert ©, 
his power. Many die in their cradles, — 
juſt taſte of life, and, as it were, diſguſted 
with the world, expire. Many are cut 
down before the o have riſen to manhood. 
Many in their full ſtrength and greateſt 
luſtre are deprived of the yur FR of their 
years. And but very few in compariſon 
are permitted to reach, what is much wiſhed _ 
for, a decrepit old age. It is equally un- 
certain where, or in what form, death may 
make his attack upon us; whether abroad 
odr at home, in the field or on our own bed. 
The univerſal conqueror, to whoſe dart we 


* always ſubject, ſtrikes us in different 


ways. 
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ways. In confirmation of this, beſides our 
own obſervation, the ſcriptures furniſh us 
with a variety of inſtances, as Abel, who 
was ſlain in the field—Gen. 4th. Saul 
met his end in battle iſt book of Samuel, 
ziſt chap. Abner in treacherous converſe 
with Joab—2d of Samuel, 3d chap. Ab- 
A * 8 m8 
Whether the power of external injury 
may forcibly ſeparate our fouls from our 
bodies, as it did thoſe I have mentioned, 
Gad only knows: or it may be his divine 
decree that we ſhall reſign our ſouls without 
pain or anguiſh, or it may pleaſe him that 
the king of terrors may approach us in the 
moſt ghaſtly and terrific appearance; but 
this to us is a myſtery. We moſt of us 
hope to live long, and to ſee good days, but 
perhaps, inſtead thereof, the autumn of our 
2 may be tempeſtuous and ſtormy, full 
of anxiety and trouble; and even at the 
laſt we may breathe out our ſouls in the 
bittereſt agonies. e 
Nou ſeeing that our departure out of this 
world is ſo uncertain, we ſhall do well 
always to be prepared for it, by the ſtudy 
and practice of Chriſtian light and know- 
ledge: a method that will fortify us againſt 
thoſe fears which ſo exceedingly diſconcert 
worldly minds, It is ſurely wifdom ta be 
= 55 = prepared 
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prepared for an event that ſoon or late will 
certainly happen: for indeed death is the 
only thing we can be ſure of in this unſtable 
world; and which is at no great diſtance 
from any of us, though uncertain. If we 
only recollect the many inſtances of people 
hurried out of the world on a ſudden, with- 
out one moment's warning; not being able 
to utter the ſmalleſt ejaculation; at a time 
when they leaſt expected, and probably 
were the moſt unprepared :—when we re- 
collect that we ourſelves are liable to the 
ſame fate, we then ſee the neceſſity of 
holding ourſelves in a ſtate of readineſs and 
preparation. Conſider how dreadful it is 
to enter upon eternity before we are pre- 
Pared; to have our probationary ſeaſon. 
cloſed before we have applied it to the in- 
tended uſe; to be ſummoned hence before 
we have, by repentance, eſcaped the tor- 
ments of the wicked, and, by good works, 
deſerved and ſecured an inheritance with the 
bleſſed. If we purſue the circumſtances of 
| ſudden death a little farther, we ſhall find 
them very alarming ;—that it happens to 
| thoſe who are not only in an unprepared, 
but perhaps in a ſinful, polluted ſtate. 
When ſudden death happens, as it com- 
monly does, to people unprepared, it is a 
great evil, and a grievous judgment of God; 
becauſe it is a ſpeedy downfall into the 
: : one 9 
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h of hell. But if a perſon is prepared 
guP fit to die, it is in effect no death, but 
only an exe _—_— from pain, and a quick 
_ deliverance from this miſerable world; 

_ which God, of his mercy, vouchſafes them, - 
upon their piety and innocence: under 
theſe circumſtances ſudden death is a great 
| bleſſing, becauſe it is a ſpeedyentrance upon 
0 l immortality. 


Few in general think of preparing ah 
ſelves to die, until a ſevere illneſs gives them 
warning of their approaching exit, or they 
draw near the decline of life. But the fal- 
| bility of this conduct plainly appears, 


when it is conſidered that they are not cer- 


| tain of being in a condition to repent and 
prepare; when labouring under a violent 

and fore diſeaſe, and greatly perplexed in 

the ſettlement of worldly affairs, how un- 
likely and unfit a time is that for prepara- 
tion; the frequent interruptions of pain, 


and the viſits of friends, hinder and prevent 


our pious reſolutions of repentance, of 
making our peace with God, and ſecuring 
an intereſt in his favour before we go hence, 
and are no more ſeen. 


But ſappoſing that this laſt ilneſs will 
allow leiſure for the performance of this 

duty; yet they are in fact compelled to it, 
by the Teas of death, or rather by the fear 


of 
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of puniſh ment for their negligence and fins. 
And it is the opinion of many, that a late 

enitence is ſeldom real. Let us, then, 
forſake ſin while we are able to commit it, 
and repent while we are in health and 
| ſtrength ; that we may ſeem to do it rather 
by choice than compulſion. 


What anxiety and horror muſt await the 
dying perſon, ſtruggling not only with the 
extreme acute pains which drive the ſoul 
from the body ; but alſo with the pangs of 
his own conſcience. How muſt he be 
alarmed when he experiences no benefit by 
diet or phyſic; that all human {kill is in 


- vain; that, notwithſtanding their utmoſt 


: endeavours, he finds his ſtrength almoſt 
exhauſted and gone; and that no quiet or 
relief from exquiſite pain can be had, till to 
this world he ſhall be no more. The day 
of our death is a ſolemn and ſerious one, and 
eſpecially ſo to the wicked; a day of terrors 
and alarms ; of direful trouble and diſtreſs. 
Conſider, therefore, the urgent neceſſity of 
Preparing for death before this melancholy 


time overtakes you; when the ſufferings of 
a body macerated and torn with pain and 
anguiſh, when the ſight of lamenting friends 


and children, the tears of a tender wife, the 
faint and flattering hopes of recovery, ſhall 
diſtract the mind, and obſtruct your making 
atonement for the errors of paſt life. 

Theſe 
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Theſe diſaſters, Reader, you may ſhortly 
experience in your own perſon, and moſt 
probably will ; unleſs 1t pleaſe God age 
your foul ſhall make its exit ſuddenly : © 
that you mitigate them, in wiſely hing 
yourſelf a ainſt the hour of death, by the 
practice of Chriſtian philoſophy, and adhere 
2 the rules therein Berens and delivered 
by our merciful Saviour and Redeemer. 
Armed with ſuch wiſdom you may look for- 
ward into the eternal world with hope and 


comfort, relying upon the tender mercy of 


God to vouchſafe you an eaſy paſſage from 
a corruptible to an incorruptible ſtate, to 
alleviate the ſufferings of the body, or elſe 
to enable you, by his Holy Spirit, to endure 
the pain with patience and fortitude, as 
greatly inferior to the glory that ſhall be 
revealed hereafter. 


Laſtly, In order to be prepared for death, A 
we mult wean ourſelves as much as may be 
from temporal concerns, and not ſuffer 
them to engage our attention more than 1s 
| reaſonably neceſſary to our abode here. We 
muſt chiefly fix our affections upon ſpiritual 
things, becauſe, though they are future, 


7 yet they are certain and everlaſting. Too 7 
great an attachment to the buſineſs and 
Pleaſures of life, and too eager a purſuit 


after worldly poſſeſſions and wealth, make 
men n dread their departure, and ba re- 
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gard the bleſſing of heaven: at preſent they 
are caſy and happy, but generally forgetful 
of the uncertainty of their condition; or if 
they do reflect that they muſt ere long take 


an everlaſting farewell of all they hold dear, 


they are then overwhelmed with gloomineſs 

and horror ; as the ſon of Sirach has wiſely 
obſerved, O death, hitter 1s the remem- 
brance of thee to the man that is at reſt in 
his poſſeſſions, and has nothing to vex 
him, &c. This 1s diſtreſsful to thoſe 


Whoſe ideas extend not beyond terrene and 


periſhable things. Let not this reflection 


diſturb our peace in our latter days, but 


rather be mindful of the words of our 
Saviour, Love not the world, neither the 


. things that are in the world. Let us follow 


innocence and uprightneſs in all our actions 
and behaviour; that ſo, by a firm reliance 


on God's gracious promiſes, we may meet 


death, not as an enemy, but as a friend 
that will conduct us to a better habita- 
tion, even to the manſions of the ſaints in 
Ei rn 
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CHAPTER XII. 


| Of the Lya/ifcation of the heaven Life. 


and endeavours during the 


time wantonly and careleſsly, in the pur- 


ſuit of periſhable things, which in a little 


time will ſtand us in no ſtead? And how 


wrong is it not to treaſure up to ourſelves 


ſuch things as hereafter we ſhall have occa- 


ſion for, and which will abide with us for 
- Ever, and will conduce to our happineſs 


both here and hereafter, 


Though a poſſeſſion. in the kingdom of 
God 1s offered to all, without exception, by _ 
our Saviour; yet it is upon condition that . 
we do the will of his Father who is in 


heaven. The terms of the goſpel, whereby 


we are to be ome as worthy partakers of 
the promiſes © 


eaſy, and ſo mercifully adapted to the nature 
and frailty of man, that 1t 1s unreaſonable. 
and vain to expect that any furtlier allow- 
ance will be made The divine laws of our 
| * Da — 


UR ſucceſs in obtaining an heavenly 
inheritance, depends 2 our pains 
ſhort lives, 

which, in compariſon of eternity, are but 
a moment. What folly and madneſs is it 
then to trifle away our ſcanty allowance of 


God, are ſo gracious and 


bleſled 
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bleſſed Redeemer are plain and clear, and, 
when faithfully practiſed, are productive of 
peace and good-will, and of all the virtues 
wherewith we muſt qualify ourſelves for 
the next life. It is neceſſary, if we deſire 
to be admitted into the ſociety of angels, 
and of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
that we habituate ourſelves to the practice 
of thoſe virtues whereof the heavenly life 
conſiſts. Divine virtues, like other habits 
(whether good or bad) are to be acquired 
by practice only. Several of the Chriſtian 
perfections, as chiefly pertaining to ſalva- 
tion, are explained in the ſecond part of 
this work, and are fet forth as qualifica- 
tions abſolutely neceſſary for a Chriſtian, 
The promiſes of heaven are conditional; 
if, therefore, we do not conform to and 
fulfil the conditions, we have no claim or 
title at all; but are diſobedient and no 
better than rebels. The greateſt prepara- 
tion for heaven 1s that of frequently com- 
memorating the paſſion of our Lord in the 
holy ſacrament; without which we have no 
pretence to the benefits procured thereby. 
The indiſpenſible obligation we are under 
to perform and comply with this precept, 1 
have ſhewn in the gth chapter of this book. _ 
An heavenly inheritance is ſo great a 
reward, and ſo ineſtimable a treaſure, that, 
to ſecure it, we ſhould forego all the U- ” 
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ſures or profits, the honours and poſſeſ—- 
ſions of the world; eſpecially when they 
ſtand in competition with our eternal 
intereſt. We muſt conſider ourſelves as 
| ſtrangers and pilgrims, that have our abode 
here only for a ſeaſon ; therefore we ſhould 
not cultivate in our ſouls earthly ideas, but 
heavenly. Godlineſs and piety muſt be our 
ſtudy and delight; for without holineſs no 
man can ſee the Lord. Let the rules and 
precepts of the goſpel be our meditation and 
Practice in the preſent life, ſo ſhall we in 
the next, be deemed fit and worthy to join 
in ſinging praiſes and hallelujahs to God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for ever 
VVV 
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